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Re: Fraser River Freshet and Flood Protection Update 2026 

Staff Recommendation 

That the report titled "Fraser River Freshet and Flood Protection Update 2026", dated June 24, 
2026, from the General Manager, Engineering and Public Works, be received for information. 

Executive Summary 

The 2026 Fraser River freshet was below average, with peak flows of 7,003 m3/s recorded at 
Hope on June 3, 2026, which is between a 1-year and 2-year return period event. No flooding 

occurred in Richmond during the 2026 freshet. In 2025, annual rainfall was 1,092 mm, which is 
14% below the 10-year average, and although six significant rainfall events were recorded, none 
exceeded a two-year return period. 

The City's drainage and flood protection systems continue to perform well, supported by 
Council-endorsed capital projects, preventative maintenance programs, and emergency response 

planning. Infrastructure improvements to the dike system, pump station upgrades, and culvert 
rehabilitation continue to support system performance and emergency readiness. The Flood 
Protection Management Strategy continues to guide the City's proactive approach to forecasting, 
planning, and improving the flood protection system to meet long-term requirements related to 
climate change, infrastructure age, and growth. 
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Budgetary Implications 

There are no budgetary implications associated with the report. 

Conclusion 

The City observed the below average annual rainfall over the last 10 years in 2025, however, the 
intensity of rainfall events has continued to increase. Below average freshet flows were also 
observed in the spring of 2026. The drainage and flood protection system performed well, with 

negligible freshet flood risk and a below average number of drainage-related service requests. 

Demands on the drainage and flood protection system will continue to increase due to climate 
change and growth. The Flood Protection Management Strategy guides the City to proactively 

forecast, plan and improve the City's flood protection system to meet long-term requirements. 
Through capital improvements, investment in preventative maintenance programs, and sound 
incident planning and response efforts, the City is able to manage flooding risks and maintain a 
high level of service to Richmond residents. 

Significant progress continues to be made in advancing the City's dike planning efforts and 
implementing infrastructure improvements to the City's flood protection system. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Milton Chan, Director, Engineering 

Report Contributors 

This report was prepared by Jason Ho, Manager, Engineering Planning and reviewed by Public 
Works. 

Endorsed by Serena Lusk, CAO 

Att. 1: Annual Drainage Service Requests 2016 - 2025 

2: Annual Rainfall Data 2016-2025 
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