
To: 

From: 

City of 
Richmond 

General Purposes Committee 

Elizabeth Ayers 
General Manager, Parks, Recreation and 
Culture 

Report to Committee 

Date: October 22, 2026 

File: 11-7400-01/2025-Vol
01 

Re: City Signature and Community Events Program 2027 

Staff Recommendations 

1. That the City Signature and Community Events Program 2027, as outlined in Table 1 of the
report titled "City Signature and Community Events Program 2027", dated October 22, 2026,
from the General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture, be approved for the following
events and initiatives:

a) Children's Arts Festival;
b) Richmond Cherry Blossom Festival;
c) Doors Open Richmond;
d) Community Celebration Grant Program;
e) Neighbourhood Block Party Program;
f) Steveston Salmon Festival;
g) Richmond Maritime Festival; and
h) Richmond Farm Fest.

2. That the expenditures totaling $1,115,000 for the City Signature and Community Events
Program 2027 with funding of $960,000 from the Rate Stabilization Account, $95,000
estimated sponsorship and $60,000 estimated grant revenue be included in the 2027 budget
process.

Executive Summary 

On October 21, 2024, Council approved the City of Richmond Signature and Community Events 
Plan for 2025-2029 (the Plan). The program of events and initiatives proposed for 2027 supports 
the Council-endorsed Plan as well as other Council-endorsed strategies. 
Events enrich the lives of residents by providing opportunities for the community to connect, 
learn, and celebrate together. Events contribute to social and economic wellbeing, provide 
valuable volunteer opportunities, build a sense of community and enhance quality of life. 

This report provides information about the 2026 event program as well as recommendations for 
2027, including additional planning work for a future Minoru Lakes Festive Lights Event. 

Should Council approve the report a one-time additional level funding request of $960,000 will 
be brought forward for consideration as part of the 2027 budget process. 
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October 22, 2026 - 11 -

Respectfully submitted, 

Marie Fenwick 
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services 

Report Contributors 

This report was prepared by Dee Bowley-Cowan, Program Manager, Events and Alex Kurnicki, 
Manager, Parks Programs and reviewed by: Business Services, Finance, Parks Services, 
Recreation and Sport Services, RCMP, and Richmond Fire Rescue. 

Endorsed by Serena Lusk, CAO 

Att. 1: Overview of 2026 City Signature and Community Events Program 
2: Proposed Minoru Lakes Festive Lights Event Location Map 
3: Example of Festive Lights Displays 
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Overview of 2026 City Signature and Community Events Program 

The following is an overview of the Council approved event program for 2026. 

Children's Arts Festival 

Attachment 1 

The annual Children's Arts Festival (CAF) is the City's signature event for children, families and 
educators. The 17th year included two components: a free public event held on BC Family Day, 
February 16, 2026, at the Richmond Library/Cultural Centre and Annex, and school days 
programming held February 18-20, 2026, at the Richmond Library/Cultural Centre and Annex 
and five community centres across the city. The CAF celebrates the power of the arts to foster 
understanding and connection among families and communities across generations and cultures, 
building community, inspiring curiosity, and exploring through play. The CAF was supported by 
East Richmond Community Association, City Centre Community Association, Hamilton 
Community Association, Thompson Community Association, and South Arm Community, the 
Richmond Public Library and Richmond School District No. 38. 

Participation highlights include: 

• Over 9,000 people attended the festival during the Family Day public event on February
17, 2025;

• 833 children representing 35 classes from 17 Richmond elementary schools participated
in the school days program from February 18 to February 20, 2026, at the Richmond
Library/Cultural Centre and Annex and community centres (Cambie, City Centre,
Hamilton, Thompson and South Arm);

• 55 volunteers contributed 443 volunteer hours;
• 205 performers/artists;
• 74 social media stories;
• 480,120 ad impressions;
• 3,364 clicks to the website; and
• 2 food trucks.

Images of the Children's Arts Festival 2026 
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