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General Manager - Community Services

Re: 2009 Annual Report and 2010 Work Program:
Child Care Development Advisory Committee

Staff Recommendation

That, as per the General Manager, Community Services report dated December 17, 2009, entitled
“2009 Annual Report and 2010 Work Program: Child Care Development Advisory Committee”,
the Child Care Development Advisory Committee 2010 Work Program (Attachment 1) be

approved.
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December 17, 2009 =7 =

Staff Report
Origin

The mission of the Child Care Development Advisory Committee (CCDAC) is to provide
Council with advice regarding the development of quality, affordable and accessible child care in
Richmond.

This report presents the CCDAC 2009 Annual Report to Council, and the proposed CCDAC
2010 Work Program and Budget.

Findings Of Fact

1. CCDAC 2009 Annual Report: The highlights of CCDAC 2009 activities are described in
Attachment 1.

2. Proposed CCDAC 2010 Work Program/Budget: The proposed CCDAC 2010 Work Program
and Budget are also described in Attachment 1.

Analysis

1. 2009 Annual Report

In 2009, CCDAC members participated in a range of undertakings to advance child care in
Richmond. Most notably, CCDAC devoted significant time to the preparation of the 2009 — 2016
Richmond Child Care Strategy and Implementation Plan, including several meetings dedicated
primarily to advising on methodology, analysis, and report preparation.

CCDAC has participated actively in the community by organizing Child Care Month events
including “Play Fair” at Lansdowne Mall, participating in workshops including sending a
member to the “Putting Science into Action” conference in New Brunswick, and inviting
speakers on a range of child care matters.

2. Proposed 2010 Work Program and Budget

In 2010, CCDAC will give priority to advising Council regarding three City initiatives: follow-
up to the 2009 — 2016 Richmond Child Care Strategy and Implementation Plan, particularly
regarding proposed City actions; participating in the Official Community Plan consultation
process; and contributing to the development of the Social Planning Strategy. CCDAC will also
prepare recommendations regarding the City’s Child Care Grants Program, and will monitor City
Centre Area Plan implementation with respect to child care. CCDAC will also continue to
monitor Provincial and Federal child care policy, participate in Child Care month events, and
engage in community awareness & outreach.
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December 17, 2009 -3-

Financial Impact
CCDAC receives an annual operating grant of $5,000 as part of the approved 2010 base budget.
Conclusion

CCDAC members are devoted to supporting the development of quality, affordable, accessible
child care in Richmond. In the coming year, CCDAC will advise Council regarding numerous
City initiatives, including the Official Community Plan, the Social Planning Strategy and follow-
up to the 2009 — 2016 Richmond Child Care Strategy and Implementation Plan. Staff
recommend support for the CCDAC 2010 Work Program.

IH ol
Lesley Sherlock
Social Planner

(604-276-4220)
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CITY OF RICHMOND

CHILDCARE DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2009 ANNUAL REPORT

We were pleased to begin our 2009 year with a full roster of Committee members! It was
encouraging to see the interest in developing childcare in our growing city. We revisited
and reconfirmed our goals: monitoring childcare within the city and making sure that
steps are taken to create quality and affordable childcare for Richmond’s children and
their families.

Below is a summary of the key initiatives the Committee focused on in 2009:

1. Arranged several presentations for the committee including:

a. Ken Morris: Richmond School Board re: full day kindergarten in the
public schools

b. Joyce Branscombe: Senior Licensing Officer, Vancouver Coastal Health
re: licensing expectations for childcare

c. Holger Burke: City of Richmond Development Coordinator re: the
official Community plan

d. Jane Boyd: Contracted part-time Childcare Coordinator, City of
Richmond re: child care visioning

2. The Chair and the Committee representative from Childcare Resource and
Referral participated in a committee that organized a special dinner and event in
recognition of childcare workers during Childcare Month and our Committee
contributed financially to this event.

3. A Play Fair was organized and held at Lansdowne Mall during Childcare Month.
Twelve diverse child care centres from across the continuum of child care in
Richmond participated in this event. It was a great success allowing participants
to share information about their centres with the public.

4. The committee was actively involved in the 2009 — 2016 Richmond Child Care
Strategy and Implementation Plan providing input during the compilation of the
data and providing feedback for the numerous drafts of the final report.

5. A committee was formed to review the Grants provided through the Statutory
Reserve Fund and subsequent recommendations will be reviewed early in 2010. _

6. A subcommittee was formed to review the need for a full-time Childcare
Coordinator staff position in the City. The committee reviewed ideas and issues
surrounding the importance of such a position and further discussion will be
brought forward in 2010.

2784620
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7. A committee member attended the "Putting Science into Action” conference in
New Brunswick which included internationally-acclaimed speakers on topics of
early child development research and best practices from around the world.

We wish to express our sincerest thanks to Lesley Sherlock (City Staff) for the wonderful
level of support she has given us as we worked to review our vision for child care needs
in the City, provide input on the 2009-2016 Richmond Child Care Strategy and
Implementation Plan and monitor child care issues in the City. In addition, Terry Crowe
and John Foster have been most helpful in giving of their time and assistance in various
matters related to our committee. We also greatly appreciate the thoughtful support and
advice of our Council liaison, Cllr. Sue Halsey Brandt, and her commitment to quality
childcare in Richmond.

For the past four years, contracted part-time City Childcare Coordinator, Jane Boyd, has
provided invaluable support to the Committee contributing timely updates on many
important issues concerning childcare both on a provincial and national level, as well as
prudent, thoughtful advice to inform the committee regarding best practices and current
trends working in local communities across Canada. We were very disappointed to hear
that her contract was not being renewed as her professional “voice’ on the committee
facilitated meaningful discussions at the committee level on the broad range of child care
issues which the committee regularly tracks and monitors. While we recognize the
current economic times demand tight expense control in all areas, it is our sincere hope
the City will create a full-time City Childcare Coordinator position in the near future.

Going forward, the Committee has expressed the desire to play a stronger advisory role
within the City and to communicate more effectively to Council on issues that are of
great importance to the childcare community. As the landscape of childcare continues to
change dramatically with the provincially-mandated implementation of full-day
kindergarten for 5 year olds, it becomes more critical that our role be that of steering the
grander vision.

With the completion of the 2009-2016 Richmond Child Care Strategy and
Implementation Plan, it is the Committee's intention to advocate for the implementation
of key recommendations in the report and take a more proactive role in advising Council
on significant child care concerns in the City. It is also hoped that Council will actively
seek our input on child care issues particularly in new developments where there is
greater opportunity to influence decisions involving child care services in the community.

2010 Work Program

CCDAC aims to undertake a number of initiatives and actions in 2009 (table attached),
with priority given to participating in the two City planning processes, that of the Official
Community Plan and the Social Planning Strategy. CCDAC will also monitor and advise
regarding implementation of the 2009 — 2016 Richmond Child Care Strategy.
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2010 Budget

Proposed Committee Budget: $5,000.00
Projected expenses for 2010:
Meetings and Miscellaneous Expenses: $2,000.00
Forums and Conventions $2.000.00
Childcare Month expenses $1,000.00

Members of the 2009 Childcare Development Advisory Committee

VOTING:
1. Linda Shirley (Chair)
2. Teresa Pan (Vice Chair)
3. Sreedevi Kuttamkulangara (Secretary)
4. Charlene Wong
5. Henry Yao
6. Janet Dhanani
7. LindaLi

8. Melanie Rupp

9. Ofer Marom

10. Pamela Wallberg

NON-VOTING:
- Grace Tsang (School Trustee Liaison)
- Marcia Mackenzie (Child Care Resource and Referral)

Prepared by:

Linda Shirley
Chair, Child Care Development Advisory Committee
December 2009
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