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To: Planning Committee Date: February 23, 2009

From: Brian J. Jackson, ~i\e: AG 08-407180
Director of Development b

John Irving,
Director of Engineering

Re: Agricultural Land Reserve Non-Farm Use Application by Ocean Spray of
- Canada Ltd. for Non-Farm Use at Lots 61 to 70 Section 4 Block 4 North Range
4 West NWD Plan 1593 (5700 Dhillon Way)

Requested Amendment to the Fraser Sewerage Boundary Area — Lots 61to 70
Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

Staff Recommendation

1. That authorization for Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd. to apply to the Agricultural Land
: Commission for a non-farm use for the purposes of developing a cranberry receiving and
processing facility at Lots 61 to 70-Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593
(5700 Dhillon Way) and utilize the existing opened road (Dhillon Way) and portions of the
unopened road allowance located along the western property line of Lot 61 for access purposes
be granted

2. That City staff be authorized to reqﬁest the Administration Board of the Greater Vancouver
Sewerage and Drainage District to amend the Fraser Sewerage Area Boundary to include Lots
61 to 70 Section 4 Block 4 Noﬁh Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593.
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Staff Report -
Origin B
Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd. has submitted an Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) non-farm use
application to the City of Richmond for Lots 61 to 70 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West
NWD Plan 1593 (5700 Dhillon Way) (here in called the ‘subject site”) in order to develop a new
cranberry receiving and processing facility (Attachment 1 — location map) and utilize the existing
opened road (Dhillon Way) and portions of the unopened road allowance along the west property

line of Lot 61 for access purposes. The subject site currently contains a golf driving range course
and building with accompanying off-street parking. '

In conjunction with the non-farm use application, City staff are forwarding a request (on behalf of
the Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd.) to amend the existing Fraser Sewerage Area (FSA) boundary to
include Lots 61 to 70 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593. This is to facilitate
the ability for the cranberry receiving and processing facility to connect to a public sanitary sewer
-system. : :

This report containg two sections to address:
1. The ALR non-farm use application.
2. The request to the GVS&DD Board for a proposed amendment to the FSA boundary.

Required.Applications and Processes

kS

The proposal to deve‘lop a new cranbetry receiving and processing station on the subject site
requires the following applications along with the accompanying process:

- ALR Non-Farm Use application — The subject site is currently zoned Golf Course
District (AG2) and contained within the ALR. There are certain regulations for land uses
in the ALR that allow for farm product processing to occur; however, due to the volumes
of farm product processed and multiple farm operators utilizing this facility, the
development is considered a non-farm use. The submitted non-farm use application must
proceed to Richmond City Council for authorization (via Council Resolution) prior to
being forwarded to the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) for a decision on the

"~ application, The ALC is the decision-making authority on the application.

0 Request to the Administration Board of the Greater Vancouver Sewerage &
Drainage District (GYS&DD) — The subject site is not wholly contained within the FSA
boundary. After a comprehensive examination by Ocean Spray, the proponents have
determined that the proposed facility requires service by a public sanitary sewer system. -
As a result of the existing FSA boundary, a request from the applicable local government
is required to be made to the GVS&DD Board to amend the sewerage area boundary. As
it relates to the proposed cranberry processing facility, the City is requesting
authorization to request the GVS&DD Board (on behalf of Ocean Spray) to amend the
Fraser Sewerage Area boundary to facilitate servicing of the proposed facility by a public
sanitary system. If Richmond City Council supports such a request, the proposal and
accompanying information is forwarded to Metro Vancouver staff and the GVS&DD
Board for review and consideration. The GVS&DD Board is the decision-making
authority for sewerage boundary amendment requests of this nature.
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o Rezoning application — Pending the authorization of the ALR non-farm use application
and sewerage area amendment request by Richmond City Council and decision by the
ALC and GVS&DD Board, a rezoning application is required to implement the
approptiate City land use regulations for the subject development.” Prior to proceeding
with a report to Planning Committee on the rezoning application, confirmation of

~ decisions on the ALR non-farm use application and FSA requested amendment is
required. Any outstanding technical issues or conditions identified as part of the ALC
non-farm use application and/or GVS&DD Board decision would be addressed and
included in the rezoning application. The rezoning application involves consideration by
Council through the statutory process (Committee Council, Public Hearing and Final
‘ Adoption).

0 A diagrammatic flow chart 1dent1fylng the processing of the aboveé applications is
confained in Attachment 2,

@ The ALR non-farm use application and sewerage boundary amendment request are being
brought forward concurrently in this report. :

Fmdlngs Of Fact

item | Existing -  Proposed
Owner | Richberry Farms Ltd. Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd.
Applicant ' Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd. | N/A |
Site Size ' 8.66 acres (35,056 sq. m) No change
. _ ' , 10 lots to be consolidated
Land Uses ' ' . | Golf driving range and Cranberry receiving and
' supporting building and processing facility with
parking area not currently supporting parking, drive-
operational aisle and outside storage
- Uses.
OCP Designation : Agriculture ‘ ‘ No Change — Complies
ALR Designation Properties are contained Properties are to remain in
. R within the ALR | the ALR.
' Non-farm use is proposed to
_ _ , . , allow the facility.
Zoning : Golf Course District (AG2) Proposed new
Comprehensive
Development District

Surrounding Development

To the North An unopened road allowance Agricultural activities on AG1 zoned lots in the
- ALR further north.

. To the Eost: An unopened road allowance Agrwultural activities on AG1 zoned lots in the
ALR further cast.

~ To the South: A combination of AG1 zoned lots (with a dwelling and school yard) and an SPU
zoned lot (containing a school) in the ALR. There are also I3 zoned properties,
not within the ALR, containing a warehouse building and equipment rentals
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operation. The industrial zoned lots are serviced by City water, sanitary and
storm’sewer systems.

To the West:. - Portions of an opened road atlowance (Dhillon Way) and unopened road
allowance. Further west, Agricultural activities on AG1 zoned lots in the ALR.

1. ALR Non-Farm Use Ap'plica.t'i'on — Cranberry Receiving and Processing Facility

Origin

Cranberry harvesting is a significant agricultural sector in Richmond that accounts for 37% of
total agricultural crops produced in the City. In Richmond, approximately 800 ha (1,977 acres)
of land in cranberry production represents 47% of the Province’s total cranberry productlon
acreage.

QOcean Spray operates an existing receiving and processing facility for cranberries at

5400 No. 6 Road in Richmond. This site is 3 acres in size, zoned AG1 and is in the ALR. This
facility on No. 6 Road was utilized as a berry and farm product processing facility prior to. the
establishment of the ALR. The site is within an existing sewerage area and has the appropriate
permits to discharge wastewater into the public sanitary sewer system.

The proponents have hlghllghted the followmg as key factors in the requirement for a new
receiving and processing facility:

a The existing facility on No, 6 Road has a number of berry processing capacity constraints
that have resulted in Qcean Spray and cranberry growers having to modify harvesting
periods and scheduling to accommodate the limited capacity of existing facility. These
constraints cannot be remedied on the existing site.

o . The recent emergence of diversified cranberry products has resulted in the demand for a
facility with increased sorting capabilities to enable differing grades of cranbetries to be
processed simultaneously for different products (juice, fresh whole berries, sweetened

_ dried berries).

a Ocean Spray is anticipating further growth and diversification in this agricultural sector
in Richmond and other areas involved in cranberry production in the Lower Mainland
and Fraser Valley by bringing new agricultural areas into production. This growth cannot
be accommodated in the existing facility, which is already at capacity.

Proposed New Cranoerry Receiving and Processing Facility in East Richmond

In the examination of a potential new location for a central cranberry receiving and processing
facility that would serve exrstlng and future cranberry growers across the reglon the proponents
expressed an interest to:
o Keep such a facility in Richmond due to the existing 51gn1ﬁcant acreage of cranberry
- production already being undertaken in the City and surrounding municipalities (Delta
and Langley).
o Obtain land that would be sized appropriately, located close to cranberry growers,
serviced by appropriate services and connected to local and regional transportation
infrastructure.
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Ocean Spray identified that the subject site under application (Lots 61-70 Sec: 4-4-4 Plan 1593)
located in East Richmond met a number of locational criteria for a new cranberry processing
facility. Ocean Spray explored other sites, but none was found to be acceptable

The proposed facility design and site plan layout on the subject site is specific to the delivery,
processing method and shipment of cranberries. The building would be situated to facilitate
semi-trucks (with trailers) vehicle movements around the building for delivery and outgoing
shipment. Remaining portions of the site are to be utilized for perimeter buffering, outside
storage and staging areas and off-street parking areas. Proposed means of vehicle access to the
subject site is through an opened road allowance (Dhillon Way) to the west, which is the
frontage road servicing these properties. City staff note that this road allowance is only partially
opened. Based on the Ocean Spray site plan, two vehicle access points are proposed at the
northwest and southwest portions of the site. As a result, the unopened road allowance to the
north of Dhillon Way (existing) is requested to be opened and utilized for access purposes

" (Attachment 3 contains a preliminary site plan and building layout design; Attachment 4
contains a diagrani of opened and unopened portions of the road allowance associated with
Dhillon Way. : :

The building consists of a processing area and upper mezzanine containing supporting offices,
~ labs and other accessory uses. Total building area is proposed at 2,498 sq. m (26,887 sq. ft.) with
a majority of the space allocated for cranberry processing.

The facility is solely dedicated to the receiving and processing of cranberries. As a result,
operation will be limited from September through to mid November as this period coincides with
the annval harvest. The processing component of the facility will not be utilized beyond this
period. The building will be used for administrative and office functions year round.

Background - Richview Golf Centre

The 10 lots (61 to 70) under application in the ALR were subject to a number of previous land
use applications. In 1995, the owner of the lots (Richberry Farms Ltd.) received non-farm use
approval from the ALC to permit the development of a golf driving range facility. Conditions
placed on that application limits structures and parking areas to the three westerly lots (61, 62,
63). Council approved the subsequent rezoning application in 1996 to implement the Golf
Course (AG2) zoning district.

The rationale for approving the Richview Golf Centre as a non-farm use in the ALR was related
-to land use conflicts that arose between the surrounding cranberry operations and school (Choice
School) at 20451 Westminster Highway immediately south of the driving range. The close
proximity between the school and farming operations situated further north posed limitations on
some of the operations of the farm. As a result, it was determined that a buffering land use could
mitigate the land use between the school and farming activities, thus enabling both to co-exist.
_Therefore, the driving range was considered an appropriate buffering land use to enable the
existing surrounding farming activities to continue unencumbered. The map contained in
- Attachment 5 identifies the surrounding land uses for context in relation to the subject site.

As part of the previously approved land use applications, restrictive covenants were registered on
the subject site (Lots 61 to 70) as well as on the balance of a farm operator s land (Richberry
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Farms Ltd.) in the surrounding the area. Specific details on the prov1srons of these legal
documents are discussed in a forthcommg section of this report,

Agricultural Land Commlssion Act and Regulations

The ten lots (61-70) under application are all in the ALR. The three westerly lots (61,62 & 63)
are not subject to the provisions of the ALC Act or ALR Use, Subdivision and Procedure
Regulations as the lots are:

o Each less than 2 acres in size.

o Listed on separate certificates of title as of December 21, 1972.

o The exemptlon for these three lots (61,62 & 63) from the ALC Act would also apply and

remain in effect should any future consolidation (as proposed) occur.

The placement of the proposed facrhty, the requirement for off-street parking, ALR landscape
and adjacent use buffering, truck queuing and manoeuvring aisles and storage areas require
modification and development of a majority of the ten lots; therefore, the non-farm use
application is being requested for all ten lots (8.66 acres total).

The ALR Use, Subdivision and Procedure Regulations allow farm product processing as a
permitted farm use so long as 50% of the farm product being processed is produced on the farm
where the processing activities are taking place. The cranberry receiving and processing facility
proposed will process berries from across the region (Richmond, Delta, Langley, Vancouver
Island) from multiple growers. As a result, the 50% ratio required to be granted as a permitted
farm use (farm product processing) would not be met for a facility of this nature. Based on the
provisions. of the ALC Act and accompanying regulations, approval of a non-farm use
application is required to allow a cranberry processing facility on the subject site. City staff have
confirmed details about cranberry processing volumes in relation to ALR regulatlons with Ocean
Spray representatives and ALC staff.

The extension and opening of the Dhillon Way road allowance further north from where it
currently ends along the west property line of Lot 61 to provide the required access to the site
also requires approval from the ALC. Both the proposed non-farm use for the cranberry
processing facility and use of the unopened road allowance to the north of the existing opened
road allowance (Dhillon Way) for access purposes is being forwarded to Council and the ALC
for consideration. :

- Related Policies & Studies

City of Richmond Official Community Plan

The City’s Official Community Plan (OCP) contains broad objectives and pohores to support
farming in Richmond and enhance agricultural viability. The OCP land use map designation for
the subject site is ‘Agriculture’. The proposed cranberry processing facility is a land use that is
directly related to agriculture in Richmond. Furthermore, the proposal is required to go through -
a non-farm use application that requires approval from the ALC. As aresult, the proposed
development is consistent with the broad objectives contarned in the OCP and accompanying
‘Agrlculture land use designation.

Richmond Agricultural Viability Strategy

The Richmond Agricultural Viability Strategy (RAVS), approved by Council on May 26, 2003,.
is a policy document aimed at enhancing agricultural viability in Richmond. This proposal
addresses many specific objectives in the RAVS such as:
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0 Ensuring that proposed non-farm uses support agricultural viability, while not interfering
-with normal farm practices.
.0 - Recognizing the preference for compatlble land uses to mltlgate potentlal conﬂ1cts thh
agricultural activities. ‘
0 Supporting agricultural growth through diversification.

Referral to City Advisory Committees

Rlchmond Agrxcultural Advisory Committee '

The land usé¢ proposal was forwarded to the Richmond Agrwultura] Advisory Committee
(RAAC) on April 10, 2008 for comment and feedback. An excerpt of the minutes for the
meeting is contained in Attachment 6. The RAAC endorsed the non-farm use application for a
new cranberry receiving and processing facility on the subject site. RAAC members also
requested that they be kept informed of specific benefits to agriculture in relation to the
development and updated as the land use applications advance through the process. Staff will
ensure that RAAC members are kept updated and will also forward the forthcoming rezoning
application to them for review.

Richmond Economic Advisory Committee

The Richmond Economic Advisory Committee (REAC) reviewed the proposal on June 24, 2008.
An excerpt of the meeting minutes is contained in Attachment 7. The REAC supported the
relocation of the cranberry processing facility to the subject site in East Richmond,

Examination of Issues

- ALR Buffering and Land Use Adjacencies

Due to the surrounding land uses and agricultural adjacency to the subject site, a specific
landscaped edge treatment has been provided around the perimeter of the development. The

- landscape buffer treatment is designed to address land uses bordering the subject site such as
agricultural activities to the north, east and west of the subject site and single-family residential,
school and light industrial activities to the south. A copy of the proposed preliminary landscape
- buffer scheme is found in Attachment 8. Specifics of the different landscape treatments
proposed around the subject site is as follows:

o 9 m (30 ft.) wide contiguous landscape buffers proposed for agricultural adjacencies to
the north, east and west of the subject site. The composition of the buffer consists of
perimeter fencing, screen hedging, contlguous row of deciduous and coniferous trees,
shrubs and groundcovers.

a A 6 m (20 ft.) wide contiguous buffer is proposed along the south property line directly

~ adjacent to the school site and agricultural zoned lot with a residential dwelling. The
buffer scheme consists of perimeter fencing, screen hedging, contiguous row of
deciduous and coniferous trees and some low-level shrubs.

a Further east along the south property line directly adjacent to the industrial zoned sites
outside of the ALR, the buffer scheme is 3 m (10 ft.) in width and consists of fencing, -
screen hedging, deciduous trees and limited shrubs. When the industrial sites to the south
were developed, a landscape buffer treatment was secured through a Development Permit
(DP 05-319300). This buffer treatment in conjunction with the perimeter buffer for the
proposed cranberry processing facility is sufficient to address adjacency concerns
between the two land uses.
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The overall buffer scheme addresses the different land uses surrounding the subject site and is
‘consistent with the City’s OCP guidelines on ALR buffering to minimize potential conflicts
between agricultural and urban land uses. A landscaping cost estimate ($100,000) to implement
the works, based on the plan submitted as part of the non-farm use application, has been
provided by the consulting landscaping architect.

If the non-farm use application is authorized to proceed to the ALC, the preliminary landscape
buffer plan proposal and estimated cost will be forwarded as part of the application for ALC
review and consideration. Should changes or revisions to the landscaping plan be requested in
any part of the Council or ALC processing of the non-farm use application, Council will be able -
to ensure that the landscape plan has been modified accordingly. Should any revisions be
requested to the buffer scheme, finalization of plan details and provisions to secure the
installation of the landscaping can be addressed in the required rezoning application.

Existing Cranberry Processing Site — 5400 No. 6 Road

The existing receiving and processing facility serving the region is located in Richmond at
5400 No. 6 Road on a site that is approximately 3 acres in size. This property is zoned AG1,
designated for agriculture in the OCP and is in the ALR. Previous to the ¢ranberry processing
facility, the site on No. 6 Road was utilized as the centre for processing blueberries and other
farm products produced in Richmond and was previously owned and operated by the BC
Blueberry Cooperative prior to the establishment of the ALR.

Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd. is the current owner of the No. 6 Road facility. Richberty Farms
Ltd. is the current owner of the subject site in East Richmond under non-farm use application.
Ocean Spray and Richberry Farms have confirmed that there is an agreement to sell the ten lots
located on Dhillon Way to Ocean Spray for the establishment of a new cranberry processing
facility. Confirmation has also been provided that, as part of the compensation package,
Richberry Farms Ltd. will obtain ownership of the existing processing facility at

5400 No. 6 Road, which will be leased to Ocean Spray until the new facility is constructed and -
operational. The sale and transfer of properties is also contingent on Ocean Spray obtaining all
necessary approvals to permit a new cranbeiry processing facility. A copy of the letters from
Richberry Farms Lid. and Ocean Spray confirming the sale and transfer of properties is
contained in Attachment 9.

As part of the review of the pending transfer of property to Rlchberry Farms 1.td. and agrlcultural
related land use designations (ALR and AG1 zoning) associated with the site at
5400 No. 6 Road, confirmation about the future plans for this site was requested. Richberry
Farms Ltd. has .identiﬂéd that an agrologist will be engaged to examine the potential agricultural
uses for the No. 6 Road site. The prospective owner has also indicated in the letter confirming
the transfer of property and that no alternate uses will be requested, so long as viable agricultural
uses remain for the site (Please refer to Attachment 9).

Legal Document Registered on the Subject Site (Lots 61-70)
Through the previous applications relating to the subject site mentioned in this report, a legal
document (Restrictive Covenant) was registered on the subject sites (Lots 61-70) based on
conditions identified by the ALC. The specific terms identified in the restrictive covenant are:
o The 10 lots cannot be sold or transferred separately from one another.
o The 10 lots will not be subdivided. :
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o No construction of any'buildings or parking areas for Lots 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69 and 70.

o The 10 lots are to remain in the ALR and subject to all provisions of the ALC Act and
regulations.

O A separate restrictive covenant was also registered on the land assoc1ated with Rlchberry
Farms Ltd. agricultural operatxon that surrounded the area. This legal document stated
that these lands would remain in the ALR and only to be used for agricultural purposes
and that any structures or buildings would need to be dlrectly related to the farm

- operations being undertaken.

Upon examination of the provisions of the existing restrictive covenant and review of the non-
farm use application for the proposed cranberry processing facility, the legal document will need
to be either modified or discharged so that a revised or new restrictive covenant can be
‘registered. This new restrictive covenant would need to include provisions that: .
. 0. Accommodate the proposed development and site plan.
. a Take into account the consolidation of the subject site (Lots 61-70) into one legal lot.

o Include wording to ensure that landscape buffering (to mitigate against typical noise, dust
and odour associated with agricultural activities) around the subject site is implemented
and prohibit any future removal of the buffer.

o Notify existing and future purchasers of the consolidated lot of the adjacent agrlcultural
activities.

o Include any provisions identified by Council and/or the ALC.

Any legal document registered on the subject site must be reviewed and approved by the ALC.

It is also important to note that the ALC, through its review of the non-farm use application, may
identify additional provisions to be included in the legal document. As a result of the pending
review of the application by Richmond City Council and the ALC, finalization of the provisions
of the legal agreement can occur either through the ALC processing of the application or in the
required rezoning application. Staff will monitor the process to ensure that the appropriate legal
documents meet all City and ALC conditions identified throughout the non-farm use and
rezoning application process and follow-up accordingly.

Capacity Analysis for City Storm, Sanitary and Water Svstems :

The proposed means of providing sanitary service to the deveiopment is pending the
consideration of the request to amend the Fraser Sewerage Area Boundary to the GVS&DD.
Capacity analyses for the City storm, sanitary and water systems will be required to be
submitted, reviewed and approved by Engineering Department. The capacity analyses must be
completed and approved by Engineering staff prior to the rezoning application proceeding to
Council. The apphcant’s consultant has prepared preliminary materials in relation to the
examination of City. services. City staff will relay comments and continue to work w1th the
consuliants so that the capacity analyses are reviewed and completed prior to the rezoning
application being brought forward to Planning Committee.

Traffic Report for Proposed Cranbetry Processing Facility

A traffic report to address transportation related issues is required to be submitted, reviewed and
approved by the Transportation Division. This report, along with recommendations for upgrades
and 1mplementat10n of traffic mitigation measures, is required to be completed and approved
prior to the rezoning application proceeding to Council. An examination of the design standard
for the existing access road (Dhillon Way) and opening up of the road allowance further north to
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access the subject site will be reviewed further at the rezoning application stage. To date, the
proponent has submitted a preliminary traffic report. City staff will continue to work with the
proponent to resolve all transportation issues as the processing of the non-farm use and rezoning
applications occurs. o s

Staff Comments

Proposed Extension of Dhillon Way

Through the previous applications associated with the golf driving range facility, permission was
granted by the ALC and City for use of the existing road allowance north of Westminster
Highway and along the subject site’s (Lot 61 to 70) west property line. A Development
Variance Permit (DVP 96-131) was also approved to vary the City’s road standard for Dhilion
Way. These previous approvals as they relate to the opening of the road allowance and design
standard only apply to a portion of the road. As a resuit of the Ocean Spray development,
Dhillon Way is proposed to be extended further north to provide a vehicle access to the subject
site. The extension of the Dhillon Way and opening of the Road allowance further north along
the west property line of Lot 61 is included in the application to the ALC (refer to

Attachment 4). The design and construction of the road (Dhillon Way) and/or upgrades to the

- existing access roads to the site will be reviewed through the Transportation review as part of the
required rezoning application.

Proposed New Zoning District '
A rezoning application is required to change the zonmg of the subject site from the existing Golf’

Course District zone (AG2) to 2 new Comprehensive Development District zone, This proposed
new zone will take into account specific regulations (permitted use, density, height, coverage,
setback etc.) relating to the cranberry processing facility. The preparation of the new zoning
district will also be examined in conjunction with the processing of the non-farm use application
to determine if any provisions or regulations arlsmg from the ALR application need to be
addressed in the new zone.

Summary Analysis of Non-Farm Use Appllcat:on

The proposed cranberry receiving and processing facility with increased production, volume and
sorting capacity, is critical to maintaining and enhancing the viability of the cranberry sector in
Richmond and throughoeut the region.

Although the subject site is located in the ALR and subject to a non-farm use application, the
proposed facility directly supports farming and is specifically designed to better accommodate
the product harvesting and processing methods of the cranberry industry. The facility will be
fuily operational during September to mid-November, with the peak period occurring three
weeks in October. When in operation, the proposed facility will be running for 16 hours a day.
No nuisance is anticipated to be generated by the proposal.

A comprehensive review of the application has been undertaken to examine the adjacency issues
between the proposed facility and surrounding land uses. As it relates to mitigating conflicts
with agricultural activities, agri-industrial and industrial uses are better suited to locate adjacent
to active farming areas. The proposal is able to take this adjacency consideration into account
with surrounding agricultural activities situated to the north, east and west of the site. Landscape
buffer treatments are also proposed around the perimeter of the site to provide appropriate
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buffering treatments to address the surrounding agricultural and land uses to the south (school,
residential dwelling and light industrial operation).

The pioposed cranberry processing facility and associated non-farm use application does not -
result in an incursion of urban or non-agricultural related uses into Richmond’s agricultural
areas. Rather, the proposal presents many agricultural benefits, including:

@ A purpose built facﬂlty that directly supports the cranberry sector in Richmond and
throughout the region.

o The facility’s expanded processing capacity and sorting capab111tles will help facilitate
bringing increased acreage into cranberry production.

o The proposed land use does not constrain or restrict the operations of surrounding farms

*in the area and does not occupy land that is actively being farmed:

o Consolidation of the ten lots (61-70) into one legal parcel, as proposed by the proponents,
meets objectives of the City and ALC to minimize subdivision in the ALR and examine
consolidation and land assembly whére possible.

0 Reglstratlon of the approprlate revised legal documents to reflect the proposed land use,
while ensuring the previous conditions identified by the ALC are mcluded can be
accommodated through the review of this application.

2. Request to the GVS&DD Board to Amend the Fraser Sewerage Boundary Area

Origin

The proponents have indicated that the proposed cranberry processing facility requires service from
a public sanitary sewer system. Only one of the ten lots (Lot 63) associated with the proposal is
included in the GVS&DD Fraser Sewerage Area (FSA) boundary. This lot was included in an
catlier request approved by the GVS&DD Board on March 26, 2004. Although this lot was
included in the FSA boundary, it was never connected to the sanitary system as the golf driving
range building was equipped with an on-site sewage disposal system (A map of the ex1st1ng FSA
boundary is included in Attachment 10).

Based on the proposed cranberry processing facility and existing FSA boundary, an amendment is
required to be requested and approved by the GVS&DD Board in order to enable the subject sites to
be serviced by a public sanitary sewer system. Metro Vancouver policy identifies that sewerage
area boundaries can be amended and that any requests must be made from member municipalities,
through Council resolution. Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd. has submitied supporting information to
the City of Richmend, in conjunction with the land use applications, to enable the City (on behalf of
Ocean Spray) to make a request to the GVS&DD Board.

Proposed Amendment to the Fraser Sewerage District Boundary

Ocean Spray has requested that the Fraser Sewerage Area Boundary be amended to include the
entire sub_]ect site (Lots 61 to 70 — 8.66 acres), All 10 lots are proposed to be consolidated into
one legal lot. As Lot 63 (0.85 acres) is already included in the FSA, the balance of the area to be
included in the request is 7.81 acres. Ocean Spray submitted written confirmation and a map
outlining the requested area to which the FSA amendment is based upon (refer to

Attachment 11).

City staff examined Ocean Spray’s sewerage amendment request for the subject site (Lots 61 to
70) in conjunction with the proposed development on the subject site, forthcoming consolidation
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of all ten lots into one legal parcel and existing lot included in the FSA boundary (Lot 63). Upon
review of the existing area already included in the FSA boundary for Lot 63 (3,440 sq. m or 0.85
acres) and general footprint area of the cranberry processing facility (~3,252 sq. m or 0.8 acres),
it was determined that although close in area, the facility would not be able to operate within the
existing FSA boundary in relation to Lot 63. As aresult, Ocean Spray has requested an FSA
boundary amendment to correspond with the future consolidated ten lots (Lots 61-70).

Sanitary Options Explored by Ocean Spray

The City and Ocean Spray are aware of the Metro Vancouver policy to submit appropriate
information to the GVS&DD Board in conjunction with extending sewerage area boundaries into
land designated in the Livable Region Strategic Plan (LRSP) as Green Zone. The Metro
Vancouver policy identifies that the information should examine local servicing and alternate
treatment systems: As a result, a wastewater and sanitary discharge options report prepared by
an appropriate professional engineering consultant is typically included in the FSA amendment
request for consideration by the GVS&DD Board. Ocean Spray has engaged a professional
engineering consultant (Kerr Wood Leidal) to prepare the report, which will accompany the

. sewerage amendment request if authorized by Council, A copy of the consultant’s wastewater
and sanitary discharge optlons report is contained in Attachment 12.

The proponent’s engineering consultant has also presented a preliminary design outlining how a
.connection would be made to service the future consolidated lots should Richmond City Council
allow an FSA amendment request to proceed and subsequent approval by the GVS&DD Board.
Any design to enable a connection to the City’s sanitary sewer system, along with the appropriate
capacity analysis and legal agreements requlred must be approved by the City’s Engineering

" Planning D1v131on This capacity ana1y31s review for the sanitary sewer system is required to be
completed ptior to forwarding the rezoning application to Planning Commitee,

Extending the Sewerage Area Boundary into the Green Zone

Staff conducted a review of land uses in the surrounding area and the factors to identify how the
proposal is consistent with the policies of the Green Zone and objectives of the LRSP, and how
the requested amendment to the FSA boundary does not result in potential future development of
Green Zone lands;

0 The subject site for the proposed cranberry processing facility w111 remain in the ALR.

o Zoning for the subject site will be developed to limit uses to agricultural product
processing activities and supporting functions.

o+ Land uses in the surrounding area are predominantly agricultural (zoned and designated
in the OCP):

a The subject site (Lots 61-70) will be consolidated and remain in the ALR as part of the
non-farm use application.

0 Any increased amounts of urban development (i.e., residential dwellings) in this
agricultural area will be limited, as a majority of the land is not accessed by fully serviced
roads. In addition, the City also has objectives contained in the Richmond Agricultural
Viability Strategy to minimize development of roads in the ALR.

o Through previous applications, a restrictive covenant was registered on all the lots
associated with the large farm operation to the north of the subject site to ensure that the
lands be for farm use only and that the construction of structures and buildings will be
restricted to those directly requ1red by the agricultural operatlon This legal document

~ further ensures that land will remain for agricultural uses.

2577888
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Summary Analysis of Proposed Sewerage Area Amendment
As required by Metro Vancouver policy, the City of Richmond is submitting a request to the

~ GVS&DD Board to amend the FSA boundary to include Lots 61 to 70 (10 Iots to be

consolidated into one legal parcel 8.66 acres in total area). The request is being made on behalf
of Ocean Spray who have also applied forland use approval (ALR non-farm use and rezoning)
to develop a new cranberry receiving and processing facility to replace the existing facility and
facilitate future viability and growth in this agricultural sector.

In support of the sewerage boundary amendment request, Ocean Spray have also submitied a
report to identify and explore the feasibility of various wastewater and sanitary discharge options
based on the proposed land use for the facility. This report (contained in Attachment 12) would
be submitted in conjunction with the FSA boundary amendment request for review and
consideration by Metro Vancouver staff and the GVS&DD Board. ‘

City staff contend that the sewerage area amendment will comply with the objectives of the
LRSP and Green Zone designation as the request is related to a land use that directly supports
agriculture and processes farm product from throughout the region. The subject site will also be
consolidated into one legal parcel, remain in the ALR and comply with the City of Richmond’s
existing OCP designation for the area (Agriculture). This sewerage amendment request will not
set a precedent for future applications to extend the FSA boundary and will not result in further
incursions into the Green Zone from urban development.

Financial Impact

There are no cost related impacts to the City in relation to the request to amend the FSA
boundary. A capacity analysis and design review for sanitary sewer service to the proposed
development is required to be undertaken by the proponents. Costs of all works and any
identified upgrades will be the responsibility of the applicant.

2577888
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Conclusion

Upon completion of the review of the land use application and related sewerage boundary
amendment request from Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd, City staff conclude that:
.0 The proposal has agricultural viability, land use, social, economic, env1ronmental and
sustainability merit.
a The proposed site is ideal and suited to accommodate the proposed use.
a All concerns can be satisfactorily addressed.

City staff recommend that the:

1. ALR non-farm use application to develop a new cranberry receiving and processing facility
on Lots 61 to 70 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593 (5700 Dhillon Way)
and utilize the existing opened road (Dhillon Way) and portions of the unopened road allowance
along the west property line of Lot 61 for access purposes be forwarded to the ALC.

2. FSA boundary amendment request be forwarded to the GVS&DD Board.

oy K

Kevin Eng . SiuTse
Planner 1 Manager, Engmeermg Planning
KE:cas

Attachment 1 — Location Map and Aerial Photograph

Attachment 2 — Land Use Application Flow Chart

Attachment 3 - Preliminary Site Plan

Attachment 4 — Dhillon Way Existing and Proposed Extension

Attachment 5 — Context Land Use Map

Attachment 6 — Richmond Agricultural Advisory Committee Minutes
Attachment 7 — Richmond Economic Advisory Commitlee Minutes
Attachment 8 — Preliminary ALR Landscape Buffer Scheme and Cost Estimate
Attachment 9 — Richberry Farms [td, and Ocean Spray of Canada Letters
Attachment 10 — Existing Fraser Sewerage Area boundary

Attachment 11 — Proposed Area to be Included in the Fraser Sewerage Area
Attachment 12 — Wastewater and Sanitary Discharge Options Report by KWL
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Attachment 1 — Location Map and Aerial Photograph
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Attachment 2 — Land Use Applicaﬁon Flow Chart
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Attéchment 3- Pfeliminary Site Plan
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Attachment 4 — Dhillon Way Existing and Proposed Extension -
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Attachment 5 — Context Land Use Map
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Attachment 6 — Richmond Agricultural Advisory Committee Minutes
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' Excerpt of Richmond Agrlcultural Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes on
April 10, 2008

Re: ALR non-farmuseappllcatlon for Ocean 'Supray of Canada Ltd.

Development Propoéal Cranberry Recelvmg Stat|on at 5700 Dhillon Way, Lots 61-70
(Non-farm Use Application)

Staff provided an overview of the proposal and reviewed the development proposal summary
table (attached to the AAC agenda package) with the AAC.

Ralph May introduced himself to the Committee as the apphcant and provided a summary on
the proposed facility:

d

- a

As the facility was processing greater than 50% berries generated from the existing
Farm Operation (Richberry Farms Ltd.), a non-farm use application is required.

The existing facility at 5400 No. 6 Road has been under capacity constraints for

approximately a decade, resulting in a complex and problematic scheduling and
sorting limitations that did not address the needs of the farmers or specific demands

-of the cranberry market,

Sweetened dried cranberries was cited as a specific example whete the existing
facility’s sorting limitations posed harvesting and processing problems, which was

_also challenging to the overall establishment of a new market sector.

The applicant also confirmed that as part of the sale of Lots 61-70 to Ocean Spray of Canada,
the site at 5400 Dhillon Way would be sold to Richberry Farms Ltd. The applicant indicated
that as an initial step, he has suggested that an agrologist be hired to undertake an
examination of potential farm uses that could be located at 5400 No. 6 Road.

AAC members made the following comments:

a

a

Generally, the proposal for an expanded cranberry processmg facility was beneﬁclal

' to the growing cranberry sector and hence beneficial to agriculture as whole.-

Aside from the benefits to the cranberry sector associated with the proposed
relocation of the processing facility, members suggested that the forthcoming
application should also address the future of the property at 5400 No. 6 Road in order.

to obtain a comprehensive understanding of net benefit to agriculture.

A question was asked about the existing capacity of the facility on No. 6 Road and

. how much of a projected increase the capacity at the new facitity might be. The
- Ocean Spray plant manager (Rick Ball) 1esponded that the new facility would

increase processing capacity by approximately 20 million pounds per harvest period.
Comments were made about the existing land use adjacencies surrounding the 10 lots
(61-70) and how the surrounding school, industrial and residential land uses would be
impacted. Staff indicated that they would be working with the applicant to address
adjacent uses and that a buffer plan will need to be developed.
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(3

That the non-farm use proposal be processed and brought forward on a “no net loss”

-approach and suggested that a covenant on the property at 5400 No. 6 Road to limit

non-agricultural uses may facilitate this.

When examining relevant provisions of the Agricultural Viability Strategy (AVS) for
Richmond, it was noted that some of the policies spoke to minimizing non-farm uses
from locating in the ALR and that the question on why this site had been chosen and

the availability of other sites outside of the ALR needed to be addressed. The

applicant responded with the following:

o Cost of land outside of the ALR made securing the appropuately sized parcel
for a processing facility not financially feasible.

o There were a number of locational benefits associated with the proposed site
off Dhillon way, which included being closer to harvest areas and good
transportation linkages in addition to being an appropriate size for the facility.

o It was also noted that the 10 lots under application was beneficial in regards to
a location having minimal impact on ALR land under active agricultural

“production. |

In response to questions and comments made by the Cominittee, Peter Dhillon (Richberry
Farms Ltd.) addressed the AAC and conveyed the followmg information:

]

Pending the outcome of the non-farm use and rezoning application for lots 61-70 in
East Richmond, the site at 5400 No. 6 Road will continue to serve the cranberry
sector as a processing facility in the short term.

Long-term plans for 5400 No. 6 Road are unknown and undetermmed at this time.
Mr. Dhillon confirmed that the site at 5400 No. 6 Road will be required to adhere to
local zoning and plan designations (AG1) and that any such change to this will

~ require applications to the City and ALC. Staff confirmed that ng applications have

been submitted for the No. 6 Road property and that the current non-farm use
application fot the lots 61-70 does not directly include the property at 5400 No. 6
Road.

Reference was made to the three westerly lots (61,62,63), which are exempt from the
provisions of the ALC Act.

In response to a question from the Committee, Mr. Dhillon indicated he was unaware
of specific requirements of the ALC to place a certain type of fill when developing

the driving range.

A committee member asked about precedent with a proposal of this nature. Staff highlighted
that based on the information submitted by the applicant and the operations associated with
cranberry harvestmg, the proposal was in response to this agricultural sectors needs in terms
of product processing. This facility would exceed the amount permitted under “Farm
Product Processing” as outlined by the ALC, a non-farm use application is required. It was

. further highlighted that applications are reviewed on a case-by case basis in conjunction with

the applicable regulations and policies contained in the zomng, OCP, AVS, ALC Act and
associated regulatlons

Two voting members disclosed to the Committee of their business relations to the applicant
and potential future owners of the property and facility (Ocean Spray of Canada).
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Discussions ensned amongst all members about the approach in regards to potential conflict
- of interest and the implications of advisory committee members involvement in the review
process of a proposal when such a disclosure is made. Some AAC members noted the
previous approach of the Committee and on other agriculture related boards was disclosure
of information to the Committee and/or board by individual members when issues llke this
arose. :

A concern was noted about this approach as it was suggested that a Council Advisory
Committee member would be governed by the same contlict of interest protocols identified
in the applicable legislation.

The following motion was moved and seconded:

That the AAC endorse the non-farm use application for a cranberry receiving station to be
located at 5700 Dhillon Way (Lots 61-70) and that a detailed disclosure of the net benefit to
agriculture be provided by staff to the Committee at a future date when the appropriate.
details-have been finalized,

Carried unanimously

After the motion was passed, Commitiee members requested that staff include a copy of the
minutes of discussion in any forthcoming report. Staff indicated that the standard approach
was to include a section in the report on AAC comments and review, which included an
excerpt of the minutes. Staff also noted that the non-farm use application is required to
proceed to Council and the ALC for review and approval. An application for rezoning is also
required, which wilt be forwarded to the AAC for comment at the appropriate time.
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Attachment 7 — Richmond Economic AdVisory Committee Minutes
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' .Excerpt of Richmond Economlc Advisory Committee Meeting Mmutes on
June 24, 2008 :

Re:'Proposed Ocean Spray Facility in East Richmond

Ocean Spray Development

We were presented with a memorandum from Kevin Eng, providing a summary of the
development proposal to re-locate the Ocean Spray cranberry processing facility. Ralph May
gave an overview of the plans for the new Ocean Spray Cranberry Processing Facility at 5700
Dhillon Way. ' ' '

At the conclusion of a question and answer period, Keith Tsukishima proposed the following:
Motion:

That the Economic Advisory Committee support the development proposal to relocate
- Ocean Spray Cranberry processing facilities from it’s existing site to 5700 Dhillon Way in
principal, pending the submission of appropriate studies from the applicants that address
~ transportation and site servicing issues (1 ¢., water, sanitary sewer, storm) to City staff for
review and approval. :

Councillor Howard supports the retention of farmland and that the facility is situated in an ideal -
location and proximity to harvest areas and transportation linkages. Councillor Howard had a
question on the impact of increased volume of vehicles to and from the site during the harvest
period.

Staff indicated that the City has not yet received the Traffic Impact Study which would provide
information on volumes, impact, etc. Also, this section of Westminster Highway is weight
restricted and this issue would be addressed in the study as well The applicant verified that the
study has not been sent to the City yet.

Addendum (received via.e.mail):

Bruce Rozenhart — I support the motion and request that Ocean Spray be encouraged to include
in their sorting, an advanced water recycling component that would put less demand on
Richmond’s water supply. This is due to the stated increased demand for water — and Ocean
Spray’s request that they be assisted to find additional water needed for the new plant™.

Motion and addendum carried unanimously (including electronic voting).
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Attachment 8 — Preliminary ALR Landscape Buffer Scheme and C()st Estimate
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February 20; 2009

City of Richmond
Planning & Development Department
6911 No. 3 Road

Richmond, B.C. . _ , : via email

V8Y 2C1 | _ _

Attention: Kevin Eng / Development Planner

RE: COST ESTIMATE FOR LANDSCAPE BUFFER - OCEAN SPRAY @ 5700 DHILLON W

In reference to most recent Landscape Plan dated Feb. 19/09, and prepared by my firm for-the
above noted project, the cost estimate for bonding purposes is $100,000 and includes: the site
preparation, supply & installaton of the soil and plant material. '

This oost.estimatel is specific to the required perimeter 'Buffers‘-that includes the Agricultural Land
Reserve , School Property & Adjacent Residence. -

Trust this is satisfactory. Please call if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

LandSpace Design Inc.

e

Al Tanzer, besla, csla
Principal / Landscape Architect

cc: Gerry Weiler / WSB Consultants

LandSpace Design Inc.

142 Gardan Drive, Vancouver
British Columbia V5L 4P4
Tel 604 f 252 8500
Fax 604/ 252.9654
Emall landspace@telus.nat
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February 19, 2009

City of Richmond
6911 No. 3 Road
Richmond, B.C.
V6Y 2C1

Attention; Kevin Eng

Dear Sirs:

Re: Ocean Spray Application for Receiving Station

[ confirm that my company, Richberry Farms Ltd. has an agreement with Ocean Spray of
Canada Ltd. (OSC) to sell the driving range site on Dhillon Way to OSC. This sale is
contmgent on OSC receiving all of the necessary approvals to construct and upgrade a
receiving station on the site.

Part of the compensation pald to thhber:y Farms Ltd. by OSC will be the No. 6 Road,
receiving station. The existing receiving station will be leased to OSC until a new station is up
and operating.

Thereafter, | will engage a qualified agrologist to investigate what agriculture uses can be
made of the site. Unless there are no viable agricultural uses in the No. 6 Road site [ will not
séek alternate uses.

" Yours truly,
Richberry Farms Ltd.

Z

Peter Dhillon

cc. Ralph May
.Campbell Froh May & Rice LLP

$700 DHILLON WAY, RICHMOND, B.C., V&V 1A2
) T (604)273.0777 - F: {604)276-€370
HICHEERRY CROUP OF COMPAHNIES: B, X RANCH LTD. - BITT MEADOWS FARMS LTO. - RICHRERRY FARMS LTO, - ReH CAANSERRIES LTD.

FEB 19 2009 10:40 . 875 6842786378 PAGE . B2



Mr. Kevin Eng | ' February 23, 2009
Planner Policy Planning Division

City of Richmond

6911 No. 3 Road

Richmond, BC V6Y 2C1,

Dear Mr. Eng

In response to your correspondence of Feb. 11, 2009 to Mr. Raiph May, and on hehalf of Qcean Spray of
Canada, Ltd., ! offer the following response to iter 4.

As you know, Ocean Spray has entered into an agreement to purchase the property at 5700 Dhillon
Way. The transaction is contingent on receiving certain assurances and approvals to be able to construct a new
receiving station on that site. The new site would operate in a similar capability to our current receiving station
at 5400 No. 6 Road, but with increased capacity, some enhanced capability and to address logistical issues.

As part of the agreement to purchase the Dhillon Way property, Ocean Spray has agreed to sell the
property at No. 6 Road in Richmond to Richberry Farms, Ltd. In return Richberty Farms has agreed to lease back
to Ocean Spray the No. 6 Road property, to be used during the cranberry harvest season(s) until the
censtruction and start-up of the new facility is complete. We will be relocating some of the crmcai usable
equipment from the No. 6 Road property to the new station at Dhillon Way.

item 4 of your correspondence requests a letter as to “the future ownership status and plans for the
property at 5400 No. 6 Rd.”. As stated above once Ocean Spray purchases the property at 5700 Dhillon Way it
will sell the 5400 No.6 Rd. property to Richberry Farms and will fease back the No. 6 Rd. property until the new
recelving station has been campleted and ready for operation. After Ocean Spray’s recelving operations are
moved to the new location, Ocean Spray will no longer have an interest in the No. 6 Road property.

I trust this satisfies your request and we will be providing the remainder of the information as requested under
separate cover. If there Is anything else that you require, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

rds,

Joseph M. Benevides

Ocean Spray of Canada, Ltd.

5400 No. 6 Road . -
Richmond, BC, Canada V6V 1T1 ‘ :
604-273-3210

Direct: 508-946-7621

cC: M. Ralph' May (Campbell, Froh & May) Mr. Wayne Craig (City of Richmond)
Mr. Peter Dhilion {Richherry Farms) Mr. Mike Stamatakos (O $ of Canada)
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Attachment 11 - Proposed Area to be Included ili the Fraser Sewerage Area
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February _2.47, 2009

Mr. Kevin Eng

_City of Richmond

6911 No. 3 Road
Richmond, BC V6Y 2C1

Dear Mr., Eng;

RE: REQUEST FOR EXPANSION OF FRASER SEWERAGE AREA
5700 Dhillon Way Development ~ Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd.
Our File 2636.001 City of Richmond File: AG 08- 407180

This letter is in response to your request for clarification about Ocean,Spra_y of Canada, Ltd’s
request to amend the Greater Vancouver Sewerage and Drainage District’s (GVS&DD’s) Fraser
Sewerage Area.

Ocean Spray requests that GVS&DD’s Fraser Sewérage Area be amended ‘to include the
following lots in order that sanitary sewer service may be provided to their proposed cranberry
receiving station located at 5700 Dhillon Way: '

Lot 61 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593
Lot 62 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

Lot 64 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593
Lot 65 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593
Lot 66 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593
Lot 67 Seciion 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593
Lot 68 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593
Lot 69 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593
Lot 70 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

The attached Figure 1 illustrates the existing and proposed boundaries of the Fraser Sewerage
Area. A letter report that provided a summary of sanitary servicing options that Ocean Spray
explored for the proposed development was provided in our letter to you dated February 13,
2009.

Please note that the following lot is currently within the Fraser Sewerage Area:

Lot 63 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593 (5700 Dhillon Way)

As we are aware, Ocean Spray intends to consolidate the ten (10) lots described above into a
single lot upon property transfer.
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‘File AG 08-407180
5700 Dhlllon Way Development — Ocean Spray
Request for Expansion of Fraser Sewerage Area

February 24, 2009

We trust that this letter provides the information that you requested. Should you have any
questions, please call either Joe Benevides of Ocean Spray at (508) 946-7621 or the undersigned

at (604) 294-2088.

Sincerely,
Kerr Wood Leldal Associates Lig.

o

David Lumb, P.Lng.
Project Manager and Wastewater Process Engineer.

ce: Jo'.seph'Benevides, Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd,
Ralph May, Campbell Froh May & Rice LLP.

Enclosures:
Figure | - Proposed Expansmn of ]"iasm Sewerage Area

Q2600 0011200-CorrespondencaOUTICHY of Richmonuz005-02-23 Letlor Proposed Expansion to FSAR009-02-23_Prop

Adon
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Attachment 12 — Wastewater and Sanitary Discharge Options Report by KWL

2577888

383



assoctares imired

KERR WOOD LEIDAL -
l<m]

(‘ONS‘ULTING "ENGINEERS

200 - 41R8A St Creek Drv. 604.294.2088 P

Bornaby, B.C. 604-294-20%0 F
VE5C 6G9 . . - www.kwl.,co

February 13, 2009

City of Richmond
6911 No. 3 Road
Richmond, BC

Ve6Y 2Cl1

Attention: Mr. Kevin Eng, Planner

.Dear Mr. Eng:

RE: 5700 Dhillon Way Development — Qcean Spray of Canada Ltd.
Evaluation of Wastewater Dlscharge Options and Request for Samtary Sewer

Service to Site ,
Our File 2636.001 - City of Richmond File AG 08-407180

This letter presents a summary of wastewater discharge options that were considered for Ocean
Spray of Canada, Ltd.’s (Ocean Spray’s) proposed cranberry receiving station located at 5700
Dhillon Way, and presents a request for sanitary sewer service for the site. This letter has been
prepared in response to the requests outlined in your letter dated February 20, 2008 to Mr. Ralph
May and the subsequent meeting between w1th the City and Ocean Spray representatwes on
Januvary 27 2009.

1. BACKGROUND - -

14 EXISTING FACILITY

QOcean Spray currently operates a cranberry receiving station at 5400 Number 6 Road. At the
existing (and the proposed) station, cranberries are weighed, sampled, dumped into a pre-
cleaning pool, and cleaned on a conveyor system to remove leaves, broken berries, twigs and
other debris. The cleaned berries are then loaded into wooden crates or bulk into trucks for
transport off-site for freezing and/or processing into juice, juice concentrate, dried berries etc. at
other off-site facilities.

Sanitary and industrial wastewater from the existing facility discharges to the local sanitary
sewer, The industrial wastewater discharge is permitted under Metro Vancouver Waste
Discharge Permit SC-1001SS-LIWSA. Stormwater from the facility dlscharges to the local
storm sewer.
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File AG 08-407180 ' 2
5700 Dhillon Way Development — Ocean Spray

Wastewater Discharge Options and Samtary Sewer Service Request
- February 13, 2009

During the time since the existing facility was acquired by Ocean Spray in 1988, cranberry
production in the Richmond area has increased and the number of different cranberry varieties
has also increased. Consequently, the existing facility is undersized, it does not facilitate the
segregation of cranberries into different varieties and different load qualities, and it is unable to
accept fruit quickly enough during the optimal fruit maturity periods of the harvesting season.

1.2 PROPOSED FACILITY

Ocean Spray is proposing to construct a new, larger, and more sophisticated cranberry receiving
facility at 5700 Dhillon Way and will decommission their existing facility. The proposed site is
a multi-parcel site consisting of the following parcel numbers:

Lot 61 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

Lot 62 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

Lot 63 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593 (5700 Dhillon Way)
Lot 64 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

Lot 65 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593.

Lot 66 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

Lot 67 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

Lot 68 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

Lot 69-Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

Lot 70 Section 4 Block 4 North Range 4 West NWD Plan 1593

The existing lots are currently within the Agricultural Land Reserve. One of the lots (Lot 63,
5700 Dhillon Way) is currently within the Greater Vancouver Sewerage and Drainage District’s
(GVS&DD’s) Fraser Sewerage Area but is not currently connected to the sanitary sewer. The
other lots are within the ‘Green Zone” identified in Metro Vancouver’s Liveable Region Strategic
Plan and border onto the Fraser Sewerage Area but are not within the Fraser Sewerage Area.

Ocean Spray has applied to the City of Richmond for an Agricultural Land Reserve Appeal, and

intends to combine the lots into a single parcel.

1.3  QUTLINE OF INFORMATION ABOUT PROPOSED FACILITY

ThlS letter provides the following 1nformat10n spcmflcally pertaining to samtary services for the
 proposed. devclopment

» Information on the projected wastewater discharge volumes from the operation;
* Bvaluation of options to manage sanitary and industrial wastewater from the proposed

development;
» Recommended wastewater discharge option,

KERRWOOD LEIDAL

associarves [imired
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File AG 08-407180

5700 Dhillon Way Development — Ocean Spray
Wastewater Discharge Options and Sanitary Sewer Service Request

February 13, 2009

* Request for sanitary sewer service

Information is presented in the fbllowiﬂg sections.

2. WASTEWATER DISCHARGE VOLUMES AND WASTEWATER QUALITY

2.1 WASTEWATER DISCHAHGE VOLUMES

- A summary of the wastewater flows that are expected from the proposed facility are as follows:

Table 1 Sanitary Wastewater Flows

Average Daily

Source Peak Hourly Basis
Flow Flow

Domestic 41 L/s 0.05 s Peak: - Fixture count flows associated with 94

Wastewater Fixture units and 26.4 FU/LPS,

' Average: - Based on 55 staff per day during
growing season and 85L./staif/day.

Industrial 14.7 L/s 14.7 l/s Process flows provided by Ocean Spray.

Wastewater Flows were pro-rated from existing facility's

{process flows based on increased crop size and

wastewater) volumes, '

Industrial 33Ll5s <0.01 /s Peak: Storm flow associated with a 2 yr — 24

Wastewater hour storm, a catchment area of 5300 m?, and

{stormwater) | site storage volume of 68 m?® for the industrial-
stormwater sewers. {(Note this storage volume
is separate and independent of the 375m°
stormwater detention pond).
Average; Based on catchment area of 5300 m*

: and average October precipitation of 113 mm.

Subtotal 221 /s 15.2 1/s

Contingency (15%) | 3.3 L/s n/a

Total 254 L/s n/a

More details about the wastewater dischargé volumes and quality are contained in the Waste
Discharge Permit Application that is being submitted to Metro Vancouver, a copy of which is
attached for your reference. '

336
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File AG 08-407180

5700 Dhillon Way Development — Ocean Spray ‘
Wastewater Discharge Options and Sanitary Sewer Service Request.

February 13, 2009

2.2 WASTEWATER DISCHARGE QUALITY

Wastewater will be generated from two general waste streams at the proposed facility:

s Domestic wastewater; and
» TIndustrial wastewater.

DOMESTIC WASTEWATER QUALITY

The quality of Ocean Spray’s domestic wastewater is expected to be similar to typical domestic
wastewater. Primary sources of domestic wastewater will be washrooms staff kitchen, and staff

showers.

INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATER QUALITY

The expected wastewater quality of Ocean Spray’s industrial wastewater is summarized in
Table 2 below. Values are provided for wastewater quality before Ocean Spray’s proposed on-

site wastewater treatment facility.

Table 2 Ekpécted Untreated Industrial Wastewater Quality

Parameter Wastewater Quality
{untreated)
pH 2-5pH

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BODs)

300 — 1700 mg/L.

Total Suspended Solids (TSS)

+/- 1500 mg/L

KERRWOQD LEIDAL
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File AG 08-407180 ~ 5
5700 Dhillon Way Development — Ocean Spray .
Wastewater Discharge Options and -Sanitary Sewer Service Request

February 13, 2009 i )

3. WASTEWATER DISCHARGE OPTIONS

Five options for wastewater disposal were evaluated:
1. Discharge to storm sewer with minimal treatment;
2. Discharge to storm sewer w_ith bioiogicél-tfeatment;
3. Di‘scharge i’nto the Bog hafvest water system;
4. Discharge to ground‘, and
5. Discharge to the Metro Vancouver sanitary sewer systeﬁn.

- These options'are discussed below.

3.1 DISCHARGE TO STORM SEWER WITH MINIMAL TREATMENT

South and west of the site is a nearby storm sewer that flows directly south into the south arm-of
the Fraser River. Ocean Spray evaluated the option of treating the wastewater with solids
removal and pH adjustment, and then discharging the water to the storm sewer for disposal. The
capital cost for this option was estimated to be in the order of $300,000 with minimal operating
costs.

.This process would be similar to the or'iginal operations of the existing facility, when the facility
operated under a permit issued by the BC Ministry of Environment (MOE) and before the
discharge was re-directed to the sanitary sewer in 1998.

The discharge to the storm sewer would be regulated by the BC MOE and possibly by the City of
Richmond., Also Greater Vancouver is presently undertaking a major initiative to manage
stormwater discharge into the environment. All muni¢ipalities will be required to have
stormwater management programs which will include discharge sampling and analysis.

Because of the elevatéd biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) in the untreated cranberry wash
water discharge, it is unlikely a permit for discharge could be obtained' without BOD removal.
For this reason, this option was not considered feasible.

3.2 DISCHARGE TO STORM SEWER WITH BIOLOGICAL TREATMENT (SECONDAHY
WASTEWATER TREATMENT) :

Adding biological wastewater treatment to the option described above would dramatically
increase the likelihood of obtaining a permit from MOE. "Capital cost is estimated to be in the

-~ KERRWOOD LEIDAL
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File AG 08-407180 , _ 6
5700 Dhillon Way Development — Ocean Spray ‘ :

Wastewater Discharge Options and Sanitary Sewer Service Request

February 13, 2009

order of $3M with annual operating costs of about $150,000. Additional considerations with this
option include:

» Starting and operating a biological treatment system for the short harvest season would
present operational challenges.

» The cranberries are low in nutrients, thus nutrients would need to be added (nitrogen and -
phosphorous). On site nutrient removal (i.e. tertiary treatment) is not considered feasible for
this seasonal operation, and thus much of the added nitrogen and phosphorous would be
discharged in the wastewater. '

= The biological wastewater treatment process would be complex. The recelvmg station will
only operate 8 weeks per year and starting up and stabilizing a biological treatment system
over this short time frame would be problematic.

» The treatment system would also use up valuable site land ~ potentially 0.4 to 0.8 hectares (1
to 2 acres).

For the above reasons, secondary (or tertiary) wastewater treatment was not considered feasible.

3.3 DISCHARGE INTO THE BOG HARVEST WATER SYSTEM.

Ocean Spray evaluated the option of discharging the wastewater into the cranberry bogs that are
located close to (north of) the proposed development

Directly north and west -of the proposed development are the bulk of the Richmond cranberry -
bogs. During the cranberry harvesting operations, water is taken from the-north arm of the
Fraser River for harvest flooding, and ultimately returned to the Fraser River after harvesting is
complete. During harvest the water is drawn and rotated around the bogs as needed and then
discharged. :

If the effluent from the proposed new receiving station was discharged to the bogs and mixed
into the bog harvest water system, it would be highly diluted. Although this might be very
effective from an environmental treatment standpoint (primarily due to high dilution prior to
discharge to the Fraser River), it is problematic from both a cranberry farm management
standpoint and from a regulatory permitting perspective:

» Wash water from cranberries grown throughout the province would be contacting cranberry
marshes in the immediate area north and west of the new receiving station during harvest.

- Effectively, wash water from one farmer’s cranberries would be introduced onto another
farmer’s bog, potentially spreading disease.

KERR WOOD LEIDAL
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File AG 08- 407180 ' 7
5700 Dhillon Way Development — Gcean Spray - . ,
Wastewater Discharge Options and Sanitary Sewer Service Request

February 13, 2009 : .

' The wastewater would still be discharged to the ‘environment’ and would likely be
© considered an ‘effluent’ under the provincial waste management act and would probably be
“regulated by the MOE. The administrative components of the discharge would be
complicated as the discharge would pass through several property owners before it was
finally released to the environment. ' :

For the above reasons, this option was not considered feasible.

3.4 DISCHAHGE T0 GROUND

The option of dlschargmg the wastewater to ground was con51dered Two main concerns exist
with this option: :

» The wastewater would need to be treated to almost the same level as that which would be
required for discharge to storm sewer. The cost and regulatory implications of the treatment
would be similar to that of discharge to storm sewer.

» The land is very low, the groundwater level is expected to be relatively close to the surface,
and the land is expected to have relatively low infiltration rates.

For the above reasons, discharge to ground was not considered feasible.

3 5  DisCHARGE TO MUNICIPAL SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM

The option of discharging the wastewater to the local sanitary sewer was considered.

This is essentially. the same scenario as the existing Richmond- station, albeit at a different
location. However, only 1 of the 9 lots that make up the proposed development parcel is in the
Fraser Sewerage Area. The other 8 are considered “unsewered” and thus not provided Meiro
Vancouver sanitary sewer setvice. -

This option would require pH adjustment and solids removal for the industrial wastewater, plus
some sewer pipe and a pump station to convey the wastewater into the nearby force main. The
capital cost estimate is in the order of $500,000 and the annual sewer use fees would be
approximately $50,000. The discharge of industrial wastewater would be regulated under Metro
Vancouver’s sewer use bylaw in essennally the same manner as Ocean Spray’s current facility.

Sanitary sewage from the facility and treated industrial wastewater would drain to an on-site
sanitary sewer pumpitg station, The pumping station would pump the wastewater from the
proposed development through a new force main that would run along Dhillon Avenue fo a city-
owned force main that runs along Westminster Highway. Ownership and access agreements for
the first force main would need to be negotiated with the City.

KERR WOOD LEIDAL
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File AG 08-407180 8
5700 Dhillon Way Development — Ocean Spray ' : :

Wastewater Discharge Options and Sanitary Sewer Service Request

February 13, 2009

The sanitary sewage pump station would be a duplex pump station with submersible pumps. The

. pumps will need to develop sufficient head to discharge into the city’s force main. At this time,

we have estimated a hydraulic grade-line of 17 m head in the city force main where the Ocean

- Spray’s proposed force main would discharge into the c1ty s force main. We have estimated that
the pumps would need to be about 15 HP each. :

The city-owned force main originates in the Fraserport area and discharges into Metro
Vancouver’s ‘Big Bend’ sanitary force main, The Metro Vancouver force main ultimately
discharges to the Annacis Island wastewater treatment plant,

Ocean Spray’s experience at other similar facilities is that the cranberry wastewater is readily
treated when mixed -with domestic sewage. There is a symbiosis that occurs because the
cranberry wastewater is low in nutrients (i.e. nitrogen and phosphorous) and the municipal
wastewater has elevated nutrient concentrations. The cranberry wastewater thus helps with the
uptake of nutrients fxom the municipal wastewater.

For the reasons outlmed above, the option of dlscharglng the wastewater to mumclpal sanitary
sewer is considered the only feasible option.

4. RECOMMENDED WASTEWATER DISCHARGE OPTION

Based on a review of the options presented -above, it is recommended that the wastewater from
the proposed development be treated through an on-site wastewater treatment fac111ty and
discharged to the municipal sanitary sewer. :

The proposed -wastewater treatment system, and the proposed site layout and force-main
alignment are illustrated in the attached figures (Dwg. M801 “Attachment A — Schematic Flow
- Diagram”, and Dwg. SW101 “Attachment B - Site Layout”).

The expected wastewater quality of the industrial wastewater component, after the on-site
wastewater treatment systern, is summarized in Table 3 below.

Table 3 Expected Industrlal Wastewater Quallty (After On-Site Wastewater Treatment Plant)

Parameter : Wastewater Quallty
_ (treated)
pH _ , . 55-10.5pH
Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BODs) 300 ~ 1500 mgiL.
Total Suspended Solids (TSS) | . 60-600 mg/L
KERR WOOD LEIDAL
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FleAG 08407180 - - R
-5700 Dhillon Way Davelopmant - Oceah Spray ' i

Wastewater Discharge Options and Sanitary Sewar Service Request

February 13, 2009

Cltis a'p'préomted that the boundaries of Metro Vancouver’s Fraser Sewerage Area would need to
be. adjusted in order to provide the site with sanitary sewer service. We understand that this
would require approval from the Clty of Richmond and an apphC‘l’ClOI’l from the City to Metro
Vdncouver

5.  CLOSURE
We trust that- this letter h_asl provided you with the background information that yoii reguire.
Should you need any more information, please feel freée to contact the undersigned at 604-294-

2088, or Mr. Joseph Benevides, Ocean Spray Canada at (508) 946-7621.

, _bmwrcly, ‘ ' ' _
- Ko r Wﬁod Letdak@ﬁ;ﬁgaﬁes Lfd. :

o
David Lumb, P, Eng I
Project Manager and Wastewater Process Engineer.

cc:  Joscph Benevides, Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd. (paper & e-mail)
' Robert Mullennix, Ocean Spray Cranberties Inc. (e-mail)
* Rick Ball, Ocean Spray of Canada Ltd. (¢-mail)
“Ralph May, Campbell Froh May & Rice LLP. (e-mail)-
_Tyan Saunders, Métro- Vancouver. (paper & ¢-mail)

Enclosures:
Drawings:
M801 “Attachment A - Schematic Flow Diagram”
SW101 “Attachment B - Site Layout”
Metro Vancouver Discharge Permit Application

C 2800-2609638-0011200-CaraipondoricaOUTICiy of RICHTIOREIZ009:02:03 Lellar e WA/ Diseharge Optians ad requiostfor $ilo samicing\2009-02-02 Monio re discharge tocalion, v.00c
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