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Richmond Arts Coalition 

The Richmond Arts Coalition (RAClt on behalf of its members and the Arts Community in Richmond, is requesting City 
Council to repurpose the existing Seniors Centre as arts space. Members have strongly indicated the need for more and 
different spaces for the Arts. The present Seniors Centre, with its proximity to the Cultural Centre, would be ideal to 
begin to address this need. This proximity makes economic sense for a repurposed Arts Centre being housed there, 
ensuring staffing and facility requirements are kept to a minimal increase. Some of the needs RAC has identified are for 
performing arts- the Seniors Centre has a gym with stage- work space for artists- some of the smaller rooms could be 
refitted and then available for booking for both short and longer periods; exhibition space for Richmond Artists; 
additional programmable space to reduce wait lists such as those experienced by the Children's Arts Festival and dance 
classes. These are simply small suggestions and RAC would assist the city in canvassing the Arts community to ensure the 
retrofitted facility would meet the City's needs of a growing population. 
Richmond Arts Coalition respectfully requests that Council direct staff to work with RAC and others to bring options for 
repurposing the "old" existing Seniors Centre as Arts focused space forward for Council consideration. 

Respectfully 

Linda Barnes 
Chairperson 
Richmond Arts Coalition 

Cheers 
Linda Barnes 
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Richmond Arts Coalition 
Facilities Wish List Responses November 2014 

Thank you for taking the time to collect everyone's "wish lists" for facilities needed in Richmond. Our Wish List: 
A new smaller theatre venue that would seat between 250-350 people, with sprung floors, modern lighting and 
sound equipment, along with dressing rooms. Thank you! Warm Regards, 
Heather Joosten-Fair, THE RICHMOND ACADEMY OF DANCE 

to 

Richmond needs a non-IATSE/union performance space, to meet smaller-scale needs not currently filled by 
Gateway. There are a few reasons why upstart theatre companies avoid Richmond like the plague, focusing 
instead in Vancouver, Burnaby, and even New Westminster, and the lack of an affordable (and therefore non­
union) performance space is a big one. When the choices are either an expensive rental at Gateway or 
performing in a mall. .. there is no choice. So shows won't get produced here without a new performance space. 
Andrew Wade 

no 

Studio and gallery/display space for visual arts is needed. Also a somewhat larger space for workshops would 
be very nice. Having the option of offering sales and/or rentals in the gallery/display space would be grand. 
Thanks for asking, 
Robin White, Administrative Assistant, Gateway Theatre 604-247-4986 

Please add to the wish list: The need for rooms for organizations such as photography clubs to use to meet on 
a regular basis, such rooms to have adequate and secure storage facilities, black out blinds, projection 
screens. For many non profit art clubs or organizations, as group membership increases the need for larger 
meeting rooms becomes crucial. Very few of the currently available meeting rooms large enough to hold 50 
people have adequate secure storage facilities or the capacity to block light adequately for projection of 
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images. Space that is available and is affordable is often shared space with other art groups and is not 
appointed to accommodate the needs of groups such as photography clubs. 
Gerry Beretta, Past President, Richmond Photo Club 

My name is Sudnya Mulye. I am the Artistic Director of Sudnya Dance Academy based in Richmond since 
1998. Dancers at the academy are trained in Bharata Natyam- Classical dance style of India. Academy and 
myself have performed at various multicultural events in the City of Richmond and have been supported by the 
city in organizing the fundraising event for Red Cross "Kala Utsav" an evening of Indian classical dance and 
music. As an individual performing artist and not non-profit organization I have faced various challenges 
working with my artistic skills in presenting and promoting the art form in Richmond. 
Here are some of the suggestions in response to the email sent from RAC. 

1. Affordable practice studio space. 
2. Affordable performing theatre/hall . 
3. Performing arts residency programs- where professional artisUs work to choreograph and collaborate. 
4. Individual artist grants to choreograph for community dancers. 
5. A directory/website of artists of Richmond 
6. Offering workshops to guide in grant writing and helping the new artist to build bridges between the 

work ethics. 
Some of the points mentioned above are being offered for the artists from different art forms but I haven't seen 
much offered for the dance art. Thanks for giving this opportunity. I hope to hear from you. Regards, 
Sudnya Mulye, Artistic Director, Sudnya Dance Academy, 604 303 6564 

Richmond Writes Out Loud! We need a place to hold about 15-20 people for our monthly meetings for our 
creative writers who share their creative mind out loud. Currently, thanks to Ironwood branch of Richmond 
Public Library, we are using their main lobby open space, which is quite noisy and with all that people around 
us talking and coming and going, it becomes quite disruptive to our audience to concentrate and to our 
members who need to read their writing out loud. 
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