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Staff Report 

Origin 

The Richmond Arts Strategy 2012-2017 was developed to facilitate the growth of the arts in 
Richmond by creating an environment and culture in the City that ensures the arts playa strong 
role in placemaking, community building, tourism and economic development. 

The five strategic directions outlined in the strategy guide the City and its stakeholders' 
involvement in supporting Richmond's arts sector and ensuring a thriving and visible arts scene 
in Richmond: 

1. Strengthen and support the arts community. 

2. Increase the number of arts spaces and morc effectively use existing ones. 

3. Broaden the diversity of arts experiences and opportunities. 

4. Expand public awareness and understanding of the arts. 

5. Broaden the economic potential and contribution of the arts 

These strategic directions create a solid foundation for the strategy and help to ensure the City is 
purposeful in its continued advancement of the arts in the community. This report presents the 
Riclunond Arts Update 2012 (Attach ment 1), which highlights the year's achievements in the 
arts. 

This report supports Council Term Goal 9.0: 

Continue to supportlhe development of a thriving, resilient and diverse cultural sector and 
related initiatives in creating a vibrant healthy and sustainable City. 

Analysis 

The Riclunond Arts Update 2012 showcases the year's activities in the arts with particular 
highlights from the Richmond Arts Centre, Richmond Art Gallery, Richmond Public Art 
Program, Cultural Community Development and the Gateway Theatre, and reflects the City's 
continued commitment to support and advance the arts. The report also highlights the vital role 
the arts play in encouraging self-expression, creating a sense of community identity and pride, 
enhancing society understanding, providing opportunities to develop and foster new skills, and 
encouraging collaboration and connections. 

Art in everyday life creates a sense of meaning and place for citizens. It gives visitors a lasting 
memory and reflects a city's long-term investment in the future. An investment in the arts is an 
investment in the commtmity and the economy. 

Financial Impact 

There is no financial impact to this report. 
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Conclusion 

The Richmond Arts Update 2012 highlights the activities and achievements in the arts in our 
community and exemplifies the importance the arts play in further enhancing Richmond's 
growth into one of the best places to live, work and play. 

Kim Somerville 
Manager, Arts Services 
(604-247-4671) 

KS:ks 
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