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Committee
From: Jane Fernyhough File:  11-7000-01/2017-Vol
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services 01
Re: Richmond Arts Update 2016

Staff Recommendation

1. That the staff report titled, “Richmond Arts Update 2016,” dated March 7, 2017, from the
Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services, be received for information; and

2. That the C1ty of Richmond Arts Update 2016 be circulated to the Community Partners
° 't information.

Heritage Services
(604-276-4288)

Att. 1

REPORT CONCURRENCE

CONCURRENCE OF GENERAL MANAGER

/éb&/&/L &/9

REVIEWED BY STAFF REPORT/ INITIALS:
AGENDA REVIEW SUBCOMMITTEE

CNCL - 42

5335837



March 7, 2017 -2-

Staff Report
Origin

The Richmond Arts Strategy 2012-2017 was developed to help guide the City’s actions to make
Richmond a city with a thriving cultural life where the opportunities for participation in the arts
are accessible, where artists feel they have a place and are seen as contributing to the community,
where cultural industries are welcomed and where cultural activity is visible and supported.

The five strategic directions outlined in the strategy guide the City and its stakeholders’
involvement in supporting Richmond’s arts sector and ensuring a thriving and visible arts scene
in Richmond:

Strengthen and support the arts community.

Increase the number of arts spaces and more effectively use existing ones.

Broaden the diversity of arts experiences and opportunities.
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Expand public awareness and understanding of the arts.
5. Broaden the economic potential and contribution of the arts.

These strategic directions create a solid foundation and help to ensure the City is purposeful in its
continued advancement of the arts in the community and that the arts play a strong role in place
making, community building, tourism and economic development. This report presents the
Richmond Arts Update 2016 (Attachment 1), which highlights the year’s achievements in the arts.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City:

Continue the development and implementation of an excellent and accessible system of
programs, services, and public spaces that reflect Richmond’s demographics, rich
heritage, diverse needs, and unique opportunities, and that facilitate active, caring, and
connected communities.

2.3.  Qutstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and
a sense of belonging.

2.4.  Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities.
This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #5 Partnerships and Collaboration:

Continue development and utilization of collaborative approaches and partnerships with
intergovernmental and other agencies to help meet the needs of the Richmond
community.

Analysis

The Richmond Arts Update 2016 profiles the year in the arts with particular attention to the
programs and activities led by Community Cultural Development, Richmond Arts Centre,
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Richmond Media Lab, Richmond Art Gallery, Richmond Public Art Program and Gateway Theatre.
Together, these accomplishments reflect the City’s continued support and investment in the arts.

Highlights and achievements of last year include:

The inaugural Branscombe House artist-in-residence program offering year-round free
community activities presented by celebrated visual artist, Rhonda Weppler. During
2016, Ms. Weppler’s programs attracted an estimated 1,300 visits to this treasured
heritage building for hands-on workshops that enabled the creative exploration of
Richmond’s ever-evolving identity through its culinary and architectural heritage,
gardens and museum artifacts.

Increased and enhanced programs for local artists including the Artist Mentorship
Program (free monthly talks on the Canadian art system at the Richmond Art Gallery),
Art at Work (series of low-cost practical skills workshops for artists interested in
pursuing a professional arts practice in public art, visual art and community arts) and the
addition of City Centre and South Arm Community Centres to the list of locations
hosting monthly community art exhibitions.

The eighth annual Culture Days weekend featuring 88 free, interactive activities at 27
locations, attracting an estimated 6,000 participants. Community activity organizers were
overwhelmingly positive about the experience and the numbers maintained Richmond’s
ranking in Top Five cities across Canada for largest number of Culture Days activities
(and Number Two among medium-sized cities).

A record number of students (3,195) introduced to the world of contemporary art through
the Richmond Art Gallery’s school art program for preschool to Grade 12 levels. This
highly acclaimed program also provides professional development for teachers, helping
them develop skills in teaching art in their own classrooms.

The integration of new works of art into public spaces including local artist-designed
utility cabinet wraps and manhole covers, a community-created set of banners to
surround the Minoru Complex construction site, 11 high quality works on new private
developments and the public art program’s first large outdoor community mural at St.
Alban’s Parish.

The Richmond Art Centre’s eighth annual Children’s Arts Festival attracting 1,450
people on Family Day for activities and performances including two sold-out shows by
Circus West, and an additional 3,200 school children to the Cultural Centre the following
week to take part in dozens of hands-on workshops led by professional artists.

Media Lab activities and programs designed for diverse ages and interests including the
Careers in Media Arts speaker series, Richmond Youth Media Program, Drop-in program
for Syrian newcomers, free movie screenings during Black History Month and Connect
with Social Media workshop during Seniors Week.

Another successful season at the Gateway Theatre, drawing audiences in excess of
40,000 to more than 175 performances including the six-play Signature Series season,
featuring the Canadian premiere of the family comedy-drama, King of the Yees and
holiday musical, The Music Man, to outstanding critical response.
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The report also highlights the significant value and benefits the arts bring to Richmond by
encouraging self-expression, creating a sense of community identity and pride, enhancing
understanding of issues in society, providing opportunities to develop and foster new skills, and
encouraging collaboration and connections. All of these benefits contribute to individual well-
being and healthy, sustainable communities.

Financial Impact
None.
Conclusion

The Richmond Arts Update 2016 highlights activities and achievements in the arts in the
community and the importance the arts play in further enhancing Richmond’s growth into one of
the best places to live, work and play. Art in everyday life creates a sense of meaning and sense

of place for citizens. An investment in the arts is an investment in the community’s quality of
life.

1/10d1 . JAuls
Manager Arts Services
(604-204-8672)

Att. 1: Richmond Arts Update 2016
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Richmond Arts Strategic Directions
1. Strengthen and support the arts community

2. Increase the number of art spaces and more
effectively use existing ones

3. Broaden the diversity of arts experiences and
opportunities

4. Expand public awareness and understanding of
the arts

5. Broaden the economic potential and
contribution of the arts
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CULTURE DAYS PUBLIC ART BUS TOURS

Participants of all ages joined Public Art Planner Eric Fiss for two fully subscribed
bus tours exploring some of Richmond's newest artworks.

CULTURE DAYS: LEAVE YOUR MARK FM POP-UP RADIO STATION

In collaboration with the Richmond Media Lab, Richmond Museum and Richmond
Art Gallery, Leave Your Mark FM animated the Cultural Centre Plaza during
Culture Days. Special guest hosts broadcast live from the plaza and played music
selected by local Richmond youth, intriguing interviews with artists and locals and
readings of historical letters from the Richmond Museum. The pop-up radio
station also promoted other Culture Days events happening throughout the city.

ART AT WORK

Presented in partnership with the Canadian Artists Representation/Front des
artistes canadiens (CARFAC) and the Richmond Art Gallery, this series of
professional development workshops and events was designed to provide artists
with the knowledge and skills required for pursuing a professional arts practice in
the fields of public art, visual art and community arts. Workshops and events for
the winter and spring series were free.

PROMOTION OF THE PUBLIC ART COLLECTION

Richmond's Public Art collection can be browsed online at
www.richmond.ca/publicart where visitors can also download an interactive
map for smartphones and a series of 10-minutes self-guided walking tours. In 2016,
two illustrated public art walking tour brochures (City Centre/Richmond Olympic Oval
and Steveston Waterfront) were updated for distribution online and as hard copies.

Public Art Advisory Committee

he Richmond Public Art Advisory Committee (RPAAC) is a Council-appointed

voluntary advisory committee that provides input on public art policy,
planning, education and promotion. At monthly Committee meetings, members
received presentations on new civic, private development and community project
proposals and provided feedback and recommendations. Updates on discussions
on public art for upcoming development were provided by the Committee’s
appointee to the Advisory Design Panel, Xuedong Zhao.

In 2016, the Committee held three facilitated workshops to review the
Administrative Procedures Manual and recommended updates to improve clarity
and administration of the Public Art Program.
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CAREERS IN MEDIA ARTS SPEAKER SERIES

The Media Lab presented a series of four events featuring local professionals
working in film, animation, music and photography. Discussions ranged from the
most exciting and frustrating aspects of each field, to ways to get started and
local career options. The events were recorded for future distribution as podcasts.
In total, 13 speakers presented to 56 audience members.

April 13: Film
Jordan Paterson, Lawrence Lam, Tracey Mack

May 11: Animation
Jeff Chiba Stearns, Ali Lupu

June 1: Music
C-Infamous, Horsepowar, The Stuntman

June 29: Photography
Harrison Ha, Ariel Kirk-Gushowaty, Femke van Delft, Rob Fillo

Community Outreach

RICHMOND RECOVERY DAY PROGRAM

In partnership with Richmond Addiction Services Society (RASS), the Media Lab
provided skill development sessions for the Recovery Day Program. This program is
designed for youth entering into recovery or struggling to stay in recovery from
substance use/misuse and mental iliness. Participants spend one afternoon per
week developing media arts skills relevant to their interests, as part of a
personalized recovery program that includes counselling, support groups and
recreation. In 2016, RDP participants spent more than 50 hours at the Media Lab.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

In partnership with the Richmond Public Library, the Richmond Youth Media
Program helped to present a program of NFB films related to the lives of Black
Canadians on February 18 (Speak /t! From the Heart of Black Nova Scotia and Joe
featuring Vancouver hero Joe Seraphim Fortes), followed by a discussion
moderated by Lindagene Coyle. There were 24 people in attendance.

SYRIAN NEWCOMER MEDIA LAB DROP-IN

In partnership with ISSofBC, the Media Lab provided a drop-in media arts activity
for two groups of newcomer youth (March 19 and 20). Participants tried digital
drawing, digital photography and a digital collage activity using Adobe Photoshop
software. A total of 13 youth participated.

YOUTH WEEK CIRCUIT BENDING WORKSHOP

As part of province-wide Youth Week celebrations, the Media Lab presented a
workshop on “circuit bending”—creating new musical instruments by creatively
customizing electronic devices—with sound and visual artist David Leith. Ten youth
attended with additional support provided through a Youth Week sponsorship
from WorkSafeBC.
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DOORS OPEN: “FRANKENSTORY ™ DROP-IN

As part of the city-wide Doors Open event, members of the public were invited to
visit the Richmond Media Lab and participate in an interactive “Frankenstory”
media arts activity hosted by the Richmond Youth Media Program (June 4) and
Cinevolution Media Arts (June 5). A total of 155 people attended.

HORIZONS BOYS GROUP

In partnership with Richmond School District 38, the Media Lab hosted three
workshops in January and February 2016 for an after-school boys program from
Horizons. Seven youth and two school staff members learned media arts skills
relevant to their interests.

SENIORS WEEK :“CONNECT WITH SOCIAL MEDIA™ WORKSHOP

As part of the city-wide Seniors Week celebration, older adults were invited to
learn how to upload photos and learn other tips and tricks to more easily navigate
Facebook and Instagram. The class was sold out with 10 registered participants.

Services

VIDEQ CREATION

Media Lab staff produced a number of videos highlighting City programs and
activities including pieces for the 2016 Arts Update, 2016 Heritage Update, Youth
Services "40 Developmental Assets” video, Minoru Complex Update, Sustainability
videos (including one on New District Energy) and Mayor Malcolm Brodie’s Annual
Address. RYMP youth also produced, with professional filmmakers, a live video
simulcast of the Richmond Remembers Remembrance Day ceremony.

YOUTH DJ PERFORMERS

In 2016, Media Lab staff were approached by the mother of a 9-year old
interested in learning how to become a DJ. In response, a DJ trained by the
Richmond Youth Media Program created a series of one-to-one lessons and was
able to deliver them using Media Lab equipment in the Cultural Centre boardroom
during RYMP drop-in sessions. Youth DJ performers from the Media Lab also
entertained audiences at the Pecha Kucha “Homegrown Inspiration” event, Family
Day at Cambie Community Centre, and the Richmond Arts Awards reception.

Partners and Funders

n 2016, the Media Lab confirmed the ongoing support of presenting sponsor

Viva Pharmaceuticals Ltd. and ongoing program support from Vancouver
Coastal Health’s SMART Fund grant secured through the Media Lab’s partnership
with Richmond Addictions Services Society.

In addition to the programming partnerships listed above, the Richmond Media
Lab continues to develop relationships with service agencies across the region.
Members of the Richmond Youth Media Program have been referred to
employment, volunteer and workshop opportunities through the Richmond
Community Services Advisory Committee, Kaleidoscope Youth Skills Link Program,
Richmond Youth Dance Company, Children’s Arts Festival, International Day of
Dance, Our Community Bikes, and Chimo Community Services.
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2016 Arts and Culture Grant Program

The following organizations received support:

Operating Assistance

Cinevolution Media Arts SOCIETY......ooveiiiei e $10,000.00
Community Arts Council of Richmond ... $9,750.00
Richmond Arts Coalition ... $9,950.00
Richmond Community Band SOCIEtY.......cccooii i $2,900.00
Richmond Community Orchestra and Chorus Association .................... $10,000.00
Richmond Delta Youth Orchestra ... $10,000.00
Richmond Music SChool SOCIETY .......oiiiii e $10,000.00
Richmond Youth Choral SoCiety ..o, $10,000.00
Textile Arts Guild of Richmond ... $3,400.00
Project Assistance

Canadian YC Chinese Orchestra AsSOCiation ..o, $5,000.00
Philippine Cultural Arts Society of BC ... $4,447.00
Richmond Art Gallery ASSOCEtION .....oooiiiiiii e $4,000.00
RIChMONT SINGEIS 1. ooviei e e $5,000.00
Tickle Me Pickle Theatre Sports Improv Society ... $5,000.00
Vancouver Cantonese OPera......o.ooiiiiiiiii $3,800.00
Vancouver TAagore SOCIETY......oo..iiiii oo $4,250.00
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How Art Works

The following five themes comprise the How Art Works campaign:

ART'S IMPACT ON STUDENTS

Research has proven that the arts have a tremendous impact on our kids. Children
who participate in the arts, particularly music, have been shown to be more likely
10 stay in school, and get better grades in math and science. They're also far more
likely to be elected to student boards and be recognized for academic
achievement.

That link between arts and academic achievement continues for life. Top scientists
are twice as likely as the general public to have an artistic hobby, and Nobel Prize
winners are almost three times as likely to participate in the arts.

You might think practical education is the path to success, but keep in mind that
creativity is the number one skill that employers are looking for. The arts help
people think creatively and solve problems in unexpected ways.

HEALTHY LIVING THROUGH ART

One of the most surprising things about art’s impact is how it helps not only our
happiness, but also our health. Experiencing art can alleviate stress, reduce the
likelihood of depression and even boost your immune system by lowering
chemicals that cause inflammation that can trigger diabetes, heart attacks and
other illnesses.

The arts also have a powerful therapeutic effect. Music has been widely
researched in the field of pain management for cancer patients who have reported
additional benefits including an increased sense of control, immunity and
relaxation. There is also evidence that use of art and music reduces hospital stays.

Music therapy is even being used to rehabilitate people with serious head injuries
as it is proven to help them regain the ability to speak.

ART STRENGTHENS COMMUNITIES

When we take in culture — a play, book, concert, etc. — that focuses on a social
issue or comes from a perspective that differs from our own, we gain a better
understanding of humanity and the groups we live amongst. Art helps to break
down boundaries by growing our awareness, tolerance and compassion.

This helps us to be more civic and socially minded. In fact, people who engage in
the arts are more likely to volunteer. A recent study of youth found that drama in
schools significantly increased students’ capacities to communicate, relate to each
other and to respect minorities.
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Cultural festivals promote celebration and pride as well as awareness of cultural
differences. Because dance, music, photography and other visual arts transcend
language, they can bridge barriers between cultural, racial and ethnic groups.

Moreover, the arts are one of the primary means of public dialogue. Communities
talk about and express difficult issues, emotions and the otherwise inexpressible
via the arts.

A STRONGER ECONOMY THROUGH ART

Arts and culture play an important role in promoting economic goals through local
regeneration, developing talent, creating jobs, spurring innovation and attracting
tourists.

Statistics Canada estimates that cultural industries (including broadcasting, film
and video, interactive media, design, newspapers and crafts) contribute an
estimated $53.2 billion in direct contribution to Canada’s GDP and more than
700,000 jobs. That's ten times larger than the estimated economic impact of
sports ($4.5 billion), and well over the impact of utilities ($35 billion), and the
combined impact of agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting ($23 billion).

Cultural industries can actually turn ordinary cities into “destination cities” giving
them a competitive advantage for cultural tourism. And tourists who come for the
arts stay longer and spend more money than the average tourist.

ART IMPROVES QUALITY OF LIFE

The mental and physiological ways that the arts contribute to positive health and
well-being for older adults are only now beginning to be understood. Learning
new skills when creating a work of art (be it visual or performing) not only
provides a greater sense of confidence and control, it can even help our immune
systems fight infections.

Among the elderly, those that take part in creative pursuits are less likely to
experience mild cognitive impairment. These activities are thought to maintain
neuronal function, stimulate neural growth and recruit neural pathways to
maintain cognitive function. This is particularly true of those that actively create
works of art.

Music appears to be especially beneficial when complemented with standard
therapies in treating everything from depression to cancer to Parkinson’s.

Moreover, the arts can provide opportunities to meet others, create together and
share experiences, all of which can improve perceived health status, chronic pain
and sense of community.
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2016 Richmond Public Art commissioned in 2016
scheduled for completion in 2017-18

Civic public art projects:
Fire Fighter by Nathan Scott. Fire Hall No. 1
Errant Rain Cloud, by Gordon Hicks and Germaine Koh. New Minoru Aquatic Centre
Four Types of Water Revealed, by Germaine Koh. No. 2 Road Pump Station
Storeys, by Richard Tetrault. Storeys housing project
Street as Canvas by Hapa Collaborative. Along Lansdowne Road from No. 3 Road to
the Richmond Clympic Oval waterfront
Private public art projects:
ARTS Units. Concord Gardens, Concord Pacific Developments
Happy Sail Wall by Derek Root, Cadence, Cressey Development
Relief by Leonhard Epp, Steveston Flats Development Corp.

Spinners, by Dan Corson. Avanti, Polygon Homes.
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