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Staff Recommendation

That the Arts Services Year in Review 2018 as presented in the staff report titled, “Arts Services
Year in Review 2018,” dated March 29, 2019, from the Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage
Services, be circulated to the Community Partners and Funders for their information.

e

Jane Fernyhough
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Staff Report
Origin

The Richmond Arts Strategy 2012-2017 was developed to help guide the City’s actions to make
Richmond a city with a thriving, cultural life where the opportunities for participation in the arts
are accessible, where artists feel they have a place and are seen as contributing to the community,
where cultural industries are welcomed and where cultural activity is visible and supported.

The five strategic directions outlined in the Strategy guide the City and its stakeholders’
involvement in supporting Richmond’s arts sector and ensuring a thriving and visible arts scene
in Richmond:

Strengthen and support the arts community.

Increase the number of arts spaces and more effectively use existing ones.

Broaden the diversity of arts experiences and opportunities.

Expand public awareness and understanding of the arts.

A

Broaden the economic potential and contribution of the arts.

These strategic directions create a solid foundation and help to ensure the City is purposeful in its
continued advancement of the arts in the community and that the arts play a strong role in place
making, community building, tourism and economic development. This report presents Arts
Services Year in Review 2018 (Attachment 1), which highlights the year’s achievements in the
arts.

Analysis

The Arts Services Year in Review 2018 profiles the arts with particular attention to the programs
and activities led by Community Cultural Development, Richmond Arts Centre, Richmond
Media Lab, Richmond Art Gallery, Richmond Public Art Program and Gateway Theatre. Together,
these accomplishments reflect the City’s continued support and investment in the arts.

Highlights and achievements of 2018 include:

e Over the spring and summer, the Community Cultural Development office invited the
public to participate in the development of the new Arts Strategy to be launched in 2019.
Public engagement included a bilingual online survey (that attracted more than 470
completed responses) and more than 30 pop-up kiosks and other feedback opportunities
offered at events and public spaces throughout Richmond.

o During her tenure as the third annual Branscombe House artist-in-residence, visual and
performing artist Keely O’Brien attracted more than 500 participants to a range of free
hands-on workshops, walking tours and map drawing to explore the idea of “home” and
what it means to create a sense of belonging and build community.

e Over the summer, the Richmond Art Gallery presented Germaine Koh’s Home Made
Home, a gallery exhibition and micro-dwelling outdoor installation (in collaboration with
Public Art) to probe the complex issues surrounding housing in the Lower Mainland. In
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November, the Gallery featured colourful sculptures and paintings representing more
than 40 years of work by a previously unknown 82 year old Richmond artist, Pierre
Vassura. These exhibitions attracted approximately 3,000 visitors each.

The Public Art Program received three honours: the BC Recreation and Parks
Association Program of Excellence Awards for Pollinator Pasture, Creative City Summit
Year in Review recipient for Richmond’s Canada 150 Public Art Program and Public
Works Association of BC Project of the Year Award for the No. 2 Road Pump Station.

The Richmond Arts Centre offered more than 400 courses in visual and performing arts
taught by more than 30 professional instructors, registered 7,232 students and waitlisted
1,184.

Art Truck programming expanded from four elementary schools to six (Cook, Tomsett,
General Currie, Grauer, Blundell and Brighouse). The program provided more than 340
students facing barriers with high quality after-school arts education paired with physical
literacy and healthy eating components.

The 10th annual Children’s Arts Festival provided interactive arts programs, theatre and
music performances and roving entertainers to more than 9,000 young people on Family
Day and the following four school days. With the support of a community sponsor, a new
program was introduced to enable a school with financial barriers to attend the festival
with a full subsidy.

Created in partnership with the Richmond Arts Coalition, the Richmond Arts Awards,
emceed by Mayor Malcolm Brodie, also celebrated its 10th anniversary with a special
video presentation honouring past recipients as part of the annual ceremony in May.

The Media Lab continued to add to its complement of educational programs with Manga
& Hlustration as well as Online Comic Creation to augment programs such as Build a
Website, GIF Creation, Filmmaking, Animation, Coding and Video Game Design.

As the city’s live performing arts hub and essential local rental venue for community and
professional organizations, the Gateway Theatre facility drew audiences in excess of
33,000 to more than 152 performances. As part of the Gateway Theatre Society’s
Signature Series, the world premiere of Jovanni Sy’s Nine Dragons won a Jessie
Richardson Award for Outstanding New Play.

Richmond maintained its national status as a Top Five “medium-sized city” for the
number of activities offered over the Culture Days weekend. An estimated 5,000
participants took part in 76 individual activities by 55 different artists and cultural
organizations in 28 locations. Participants got a behind-the-scenes look at many of
Richmond’s cultural spaces and took part in hands-on activities and demos, exhibits and
activities such as calligraphy, beat-boxing, life drawing, pottery and steel drumming.

Council approved the repurposing of the Minoru Place Activity Centre to be a
community arts programming and education facility for the next ten years.
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o The second year of the Engaging Community and Public Art program saw four projects:

o Artist Faith Moosang worked with Minoru Arenas Community Association to
share the history of Minoru Park through colourful mural wraps on the interior
concrete pillars; :

o Donald Gunn and Bryn Finer worked with Hamilton Community Association to
create a steel Great Blue Heron sculpture for Hamilton McLean Park;

o The Artists Rendering Tales Collective Inc. worked in residency with the
Britannia Heritage Shipyard Society to produce a performance work that shared
little-known tales of the site; and

o Catrina Megumi Longmuir worked with the Minoru Seniors Society to record
stories of the organization and several members in films, a booklet and website.

The report also highlights the significant value and benefits the arts bring to Richmond by
encouraging self-expression, creating a sense of community identity and pride, enhancing
understanding of issues in society, providing opportunities to develop and foster new skills and
encouraging collaboration and connections. All of these benefits contribute to individual well-
being and healthy, sustainable communities.

Financial Impact

None.

Conclusion

The Arts Services Year in Review 2018 highlights activities and achievements in the arts in the
community and the importance the arts play in further enhancing Richmond’s growth into one of
the best places to live, work and play. Art in everyday life creates a sense of meaning and sense

of place for citizens. An investment in the arts is an investment in the community’s quality of
life.

Lie ] G. Jauk

Manager Arts Services
(604-204-8672)

Att. 1: Arts Services Year in Review 2018
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