o City of

Report to Committee

Richmond
To: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Date: March 2, 2026
Committee
From: Keith Miller File:  11-7000-10-01/2025-
Director, Recreation and Sport Services Vol 01
Re: Application for a Permit to Allow for the Discharge of Firearms at 7340

Sidaway Road, Richmond

Staff Recommendations

1. That the application by the Vancouver Gun Club for a permit to allow for the discharge
of firearms under the City of Richmond's Regulating the Discharge of Firearms Bylaw
No. 4183 for the property at 7340 Sidaway Road, Richmond be approved as detailed in
the report titled, “Application for a Permit to Allow for the Discharge of Firearms at 7340
Sidaway Road, Richmond”, dated March 2, 2026, from the Director of Recreation and
Sport Services; and

2. That the General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture, be authorized to issue a permit
as described in Attachment 2, to allow for the discharge of firearms at the Vancouver
Gun Club under the City of Richmond’s Regulating the Discharge of Firearms Bylaw No.
4183 for the property at 7340 Sidaway Road.

Keith Miller
Director, Recreation and Sport Services
(604-247-4475)
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Staff Report
Origin

The existing permit that allows for the discharge of firearms at the Vancouver Gun Club (the
Club) at the property at 7340 Sidaway Road, Richmond was issued in 2021 and is set to expire
on May 10, 2026.

By letter dated February 11, 2026 (Attachment 1), the Club has applied to Council for a new
permit to continue to allow for the discharge of firearms under the City of Richmond’s
Regulating the Discharge of Firearms Bylaw No. 4183 (the Firearms Bylaw) in respect of certain
activities and events associated with its operations at 7340 Sidaway Road in Richmond (the

Property).

The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s authorization to issue a new permit (the Permit
(Attachment 2)) for the activities and events identified in the Firearms Bylaw which include
those described in the following excerpt taken from the first page of the February 11, 2026,
application letter, as well as activities and events similar to those identified in the excerpt below
that have been hosted in the past (the Activities and Events):

The Vancouver Gun Club is a non-profit society that was incorporated in 1924. The club
purchased the 41 acres property at 7340 Sidaway Road in 1950 and has operated a
shotgun shooting facility since then. We currently have approximately 500 members and
offer a range of shooting disciplines such as Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, 5-stand,
Olympic Trap, and Olympic Skeet to both club members and the public.

We are the only Olympic training facility for Olympic Trap and Olympic Skeet in Western
Canada. In addition to regular programming, we have also hosted several events
including but not limited to:

. British Columbia Olympic Trap Provincials
. British Columbia Olympic Skeet Provincials

. Canadian National Sporting Clays Association Nationals

. Canadian Trapshooting Association Nationals

. Vancouver Firefighter Charities ALS Shoot for a Cure

. British Columbia Trapshooting Association Provincial Championships

. West Coast 400 Sporting Clays Shoot
. Island vs. Mainland Sporting Clays Shoot

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2022-2026 Focus Area #6 A Vibrant, Resilient and
Active Community:

Vibrant, resilient and active communities supported by a wide variety of opportunities to
get involved, build relationships and access resources.

6.1 Advance a variety of programs, services, and community amenities to support diverse
needs and interests and activate the community.
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Background

The Club has been in operation at the Property since 1950. The Property is zoned Agriculture
and Golf Zones (AG 1) and is located within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR).

The Activities and Events for which the Club is seeking a permit are associated with its
operations at the Property.

This existing use of the Property is an established use that predates the adoption of the City of
Richmond Zoning Bylaw 8500 (the Zoning Bylaw). Additionally, the use of this land for the
discharge of firearms also predates the establishment of the ALR. Based on staff’s review of
available property history and the information provided by the Applicant, staff is satisfied that
this use has been lawfully established and may continue as a legal non-conforming use.

An aerial map showing the location of the property is set out in Attachment 3.
Analysis

The Club has a long history of use of the Property for the Activities and Events. Its operations
are governed by the requirements of the Shooting Clubs and Shooting Ranges Regulations
(Regulations) established under the authority of the Canadian Firearms Act and enforced by the
RCMP through the Canadian Firearms Program. Under the Regulations, shooting ranges must be
able to demonstrate, upon request, documented compliance by maintaining clear, up-to-date
records confirming the range is operating in accordance with its approval conditions and required
safety measures. In accordance with the Regulations, this information is provided to the RCMP
every five years. The Club has operated in compliance with all municipal bylaws and are in good
standing with the RCMP.

Given the Club’s good standing, it is recommended that the Permit in Attachment 2 be approved
for issuance.

The proposed terms and conditions detailed in the Permit are substantially unchanged from the
previous permit. The Club will continue to be required to comply with all applicable laws,
regulations and bylaws. In addition, the Club must continue to maintain comprehensive
commercial general liability insurance with a minimum amount of $10,000,000.00 for the
duration of the Permit. The Activities and Events will also continue to be restricted to daytime as
defined in the City of Richmond’s Noice Regulation Bylaw No. 8856, unless relaxed in
accordance with the provisions of the Bylaw.

The Firearms Bylaw does not stipulate a time limit for the duration of the Permit. This being the
case, in order to allow for periodic review, staff recommend that the duration of the Permit be
limited to five (5) years which is consistent with the Regulations five-year renewal requirements
for the Club's operations at the Property as outlined above.

Financial Impact

None.
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Conclusion

Considering the long history of the Club’s operation and their good standing with the RCMP, it
is recommended that the Permit be approved and issued to the applicant for the Activities and
Events at the Property for a period of five (5) years.

At

Mandy Hadfield
Manager, Sport and Community Events
(604-204-8550)

Att. 1: Application Letter dated February 11, 2026, from Vancouver Gun Club
2: Permit to Allow for the Discharge of Firearms at 7340 Sidaway Road, Richmond
3: Map of the Property
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Attachment 1

February 11*, 2026

Mayor and Councillors
City of Richmond
6911 No. 3 Road
Richmond, BC V6Y 2C1

Dear Sir/Madam,

My name is Dennis Zentner, and | am the President of the Vancouver Gun Club, located at 7340 Sidaway
Road in Richmond. | am writing to formally request the renewal of our Permit to Allow the Discharge of
Firearms within the City of Richmond, in accordance with the Regulating the Discharge of Firearms
Bylaw No. 4183.

The Vancouver Gun Club is a non-profit society incorporated in 1924. The Club purchased its 41-acre
property at 7340 Sidaway Road in 1950 and has operated a shotgun shooting facility at this location
continuously since that time. We currently have approximately 500 members and offer a range of
shooting disciplines, including Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, 5-Stand, Olympic Trap, and Olympic Skeet, to
both members and the public.

We are the only Olympic training facility for Olympic Trap and Olympic Skeet in Western Canada. In
addition to regular programming, we host numerous provincial, national, charitable, and community
events each year, including:

e  British Columbia Olympic Trap Provincials

e  British Columbia Olympic Skeet Provincials

e Canadian National Sporting Clays Association Nationals

o Canadian Trapshooting Association Nationals

e Vancouver Firefighter Charities ALS Shoot for a Cure

e  British Columbia Trapshooting Association Provincial Championships
e West Coast 400 Sporting Clays Shoot

e Island vs. Mainland Sporting Clays Shoot

o ltalian Sporting Goods FundShoot

e Lower Mainland Fraser Valley Trap League

e Pacific International Trapshooting Association Local Club Shoot
o Coast to Coast Olympic Trap Shoot

e VGC Fundamentals

7340 Sidaway Road, Richmond, BC V6W 1B8 | Phone: (604) 278-0832 | www.vancouvergunclub.ca
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e UBC AMS Club Practice

e ladies League

e Junior Program Practice

e Artemis Greek Club Shoot

e TD Corporate Event

e Canadian Firearms Safety Course

On May 10, 2021, the Club was granted a Permit to Allow the Discharge of Firearms with a five-year
validity period, which is set to expire this year. The City of Richmond file number for this permitis 11-
7000-10-01/2021-Vol 01.

For your review, | have attached a copy of our $10 million Commercial General Liability insurance policy.
The Vancouver Gun Club remains fully committed to operating in a safe, responsible, and compliant
manner in accordance with all municipal bylaws, provincial regulations, and federal firearms legislation.
Safety, environmental stewardship, and positive community relations continue to be central priorities
for our organization.

We respectfully request that the City consider and approve this application for renewal pursuant to
subsection 6(4) of the Regulating the Discharge of Firearms Bylaw No. 4183. The continued renewal of
this permit is essential to maintaining our long-standing operations, supporting competitive shooting
sports in British Columbia, and enabling us to continue hosting provincial, national, and community
events that contribute to the local economy and sporting community.

Should you require any additional documentation or clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me
directly. We appreciate the City’s ongoing support and cooperation and look forward to continuing our
positive working relationship for years to come.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Dennis Zentner
President
Vancouver Gun Club

7340 Sidaway Road, Richmond, BC V6W 1B8 | Phone: (604) 278-0832 | www.vancouvergunclub.ca
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Attachment 2

%2 City of Permit to Allow for Discharge of Firearms under
1. y City of Richmond's Regulating the Discharge of
&2, Richmond  Firearms Bylaw No. 4183

To the Permit Holder: Vancouver Gun Club (the "Permit Holder")
Property Address: 7340 Sidaway Road, Richmond
TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. The Permit Holder must comply with all federal, provincial and municipal legislation,
regulations, bylaws and orders and with common law.

2. This Permit applies to and only to those lands shown cross-hatched on the attached Schedule
A and known and described as 7340 Sidaway Road, Richmond.

3. The Activities and Events covered by this Permit are those identified in 5.6(1)(a) of the City
of Richmond's Regulating the Discharge of Firearms Bylaw No. 4183 Bylaw.

4. The Permit Holder must maintain for the duration of the Permit a comprehensive
commercial general liability policy acceptable to the City in the amount not less
$10,000,000.00 for the duration of the Permit. The Permit Holder will provide proof of
said insurance coverage on an annual basis and upon request.

5. The Activities and Events shall be restricted to daytime, which is defined in the City of
Richmond's Noise Regulation Bylaw No. 8856 as being from 7:00am to 8:00pm Monday
to Saturday, and from 10:00am to 6:00pm on Sundays and holidays, unless relaxed in
accordance with the provisions of said Bylaw.

6. Unless terminated under paragraph 7, this Permit shall be in effect for a period of five (5)
years after which time shall immediately expire.

7. Any breach or non-compliance of any of the above terms and conditions shall result in
immediate termination of this Permit.

ISSUED THIS DAY OF ,

GENERAL MANAGER, PARKS RECREATION AND CULTURE
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Attachment 3

Map of the Property
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7340 Sidaway Rd.

Original Date: 04/09/21

Revision Date:

Note: Dimensions are ih METRES
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7340 Sidaway Rd.

Original Date: 04/09/21

Revision Date:

Note: Dimensions are in METRES

PRCS -90




	Agenda Coversheet - PRCS - March 24, 2026
	Minutes - PRCS - Feb. 24, 2026
	#1 - Arts Services Year in Review 2025
	Att. 1: Arts Services Year in Review 2025

	#2 - Application for a Permit to Allow for the Discharge of Firearms at 7340 Sidaway Road, Richmond



