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Staff Report

At the request of the Community Safety Committee, the Officer in Charge will keep Council
informed on matters pertaining to policing in the Richmond community. This monthly activity
report for the RCMP provides information on each of the following areas:

1. Activities and Noteworthy Files

2. Analysis of Police Statistics

3. Crime Trends Across Jurisdictions
4. Auxiliary Program

5. Block Watch

6. Community Police Station Programs
7. Crime Prevention Unit

8. Road Safety Unit

9. Victim Services

10. Youth Section

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan 2018-2022 Strategy #1 A Safe and Resilient City:

Enhance and protect the safety and well-being of Richmond.
Analysis

Activities and Noteworthy Files

Homicide

On January 7, 2021, Richmond RCMP officers responded to a shooting near the area of Moncton
Street and No. 1 Road. At the scene Police located a male victim suffering from gunshot
wounds. The man was transported to hospital where he succumbed to his injuries. The man was
known to police and investigators believe the shooting to be targeted. The Richmond RCMP
Serious Crime Unit and the Integrated Homicide Investigation Team (IHIT) are investigating.

Arrest

On January 7, 2021, Richmond RCMP Property Crime Unit officers arrested a known offender
on three outstanding warrants, including assault causing bodily harm, break and enter and mail
theft. Investigators had linked the suspect to a series of break and enters dating back to

October 3, 2020 however the suspect remained at large. The man now faces 13 additional break
and enter charges.

Homicide

On January 9, 2021, Richmond RCMP officers responded to a shooting at a residence in the
8100 block of Lansdowne Road. A male victim suffered multiple gunshot wounds and later
succumbed to his injuries. The man was known to police and investigators believe the shooting
was targeted. The Richmond RCMP Serious Crime Unit and [HIT are investigating.
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Pedestrian Hit and Run

On January 12, 2021, Richmond RCMP officers attended the 8500 block of Ackroyd Road for a
vehicle collision involving a pedestrian. The pedestrian was exiting his parked vehicle when he
was struck; the driver did not remain at the scene. The pedestrian was transported to hospital and
received treatment for minor injuries. The Richmond RCMP issued a media release on January
20, 2021 with a description of the suspect driver and vehicle. The investigation is ongoing.

Analysis of Police Statistics

Arson

In January 2021, there were seven reported arsons, which is down nine incidents from the
previous month and up five incidents from January 2020. No patterns or trends have been
identified. The number of arsons this month is above the expected range.

Assault Serious (Assault with a Weapon)

There were 16 assault serious events in January 2021, which is a 36 per cent decrease from the
previous month and a 45 per cent increase from January 2020. Charges have been laid in seven
of the incidents reported this month. No patterns or trends have been identified. The number of
serious assaults this month is above the expected range.

Auto Theft

In January 2021, there were 18 incidents of auto theft, which is a 31 per cent reduction from the
previous month and a 49 per cent reduction from January 2020. No patterns or trends have been
identified. The number of auto thefts this month is within the expected range.

Drugs

In January 2021, there were 41 drug files, which is up 46 per cent from the previous month and
down 78 per cent from January 2020. No patterns or trends have been identified. The number of
drug incidents this month is within the expected range.

Mental Health

There were 124 mental health-related incidents in January 2021, which is down 12 per cent from
the previous month and down 25 per cent from January 2020. No patterns or trends have been
identified. The number of mental health-related incidents this month is within the expected
range.

Police apprehension numbers decreased to 84 events this month, representing a 21 per cent
reduction from the previous month and the average hospital wait time increased seven per cent to
80 minutes. Both of these statistics are within the expected range.
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Residential Break and Enter

There were 39 break and enters to residences in January 2021, which represents a 17 per cent
decrease from the previous month and a 17 per cent decrease from January 2020. No patterns or
trends have been identified. The number of residential break and enters this month is within the
expected range.

Commercial Break and Enter

In January 2021, there were 23 break and enters to businesses, which represents an eight per cent
reduction from the previous month and a 26 per cent reduction from January 2020. No patterns
or trends have been identified. The number of commercial break and enters this month is within
the expected range.

Robbery

There were five robbery incidents in January 2021, which is up one incident from the previous
month and up two incidents from January 2020. No patterns or trends have been identified. The
number of robberies this month is within the expected range.

Sexual Offences

In January 2021, there were 15 sexual offence files, which represents a 67 per cent increase from
the previous month and a 12 per cent decrease from January 2020. No patterns or trends have
been identified. The number of sexual offences this month is within the expected range.

Shoplifting

There were 71 shoplifting thefts in January 2021, which up nine per cent from the previous
month and up 13 per cent from January 2020. No patterns or trends have been identified. The
number of reported shoplifting thefts this month is within the expected range.

Theft from Automobile

There were 134 theft from automobile incidents in January 2021, which is down five per cent
from the previous month and down 29 per cent from January 2020. No patterns or trends have
been identified. The number of thefts from automobiles this month is below the expected range.

COVID-19 Statistics

Table 1 outlines the number of police calls for service related to COVID-19. In January 2021, the
COVID-19-Related Measures Act was amended and enforceable orders were moved under the
Emergency Program Act. There were 35 COVID-19-related files this month. The majority of
incidents were related to reports of social gatherings and failure to wear a mask.
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Total COVID-19-related files 35
Quarantine Act (Federal) 4
Public Health Act (Provincial) 5
Emergency Program Act 23
COVID-19-Related Measures Act 3

Crime Trends Across Jurisdictions

Between late November 2020 and early January 2021, there were seven gang related homicides
in the Lower Mainland, including two targeted shootings in Richmond. Despite these incidents,
the overall violent crime rate in Richmond declined six per cent in January 2021, compared to
January 2020. Data on crime rates is presented in Figure 1.! Out of the four largest municipalities
policed by the RCMP in the Lower Mainland District (LMD), Richmond had the lowest violent
crime rate and the second lowest property crime rate in January 2021.

Figure 1: January 2021 Crime Rates
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! Crime rate is calculated per 1,000 people.
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Auxiliary Program

In January 2021, the Richmond RCMP Detachment had a complement of 31 Auxiliaries.? Due to
COVID-19 safety protocols, volunteer activities have been significantly reduced. Auxiliaries
provided a total of 146 volunteer hours during the month of January.

Figure 2 compares the monthly hours of service provided from 2017 to 2021.

Figure 2: Auxiliary Volunteer Hours
1000
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Jan Feb - Mar- Apr . May- Jun - Jul - Aug - Sep - Oct - Nov- vec | Total
2017| 167 | 180 | 255 | 483 | 477 | 248 | 854 | 892 | 395 | 262 | 376 | 284 | 3730
2018( 150 | 223 | 324 | 411 | 539 | 578 | 733 | 529 | 317 | 310 | 494 | 417 | 4870
2019| 262 | 320 | 316 | 656 | 501 | 438 | 713 | 497 | 410 | 454 | 556 | 385 | 5025
2020| 271 | 253 | 318 88 136 88 199 | 226 | 124 | 130 | 157 90 | 5508

[m2021] 146 146

Auxiliary Program Activities

Auxiliaries attend events in the community to promote a positive police presence, support RCMP
members and assist with community policing and crime prevention initiatives, as well as traffic
and crowd control. During the month of January, Auxiliaries participated in:

e Administrative Support
e Bait Car
e Home Security Checks (virtual)

Block Watch

At the end of January 2021, the Block Watch program had 304 groups totaling 6,568
participants. Currently, the program includes 436 captains and co-captains. Due to COVID-19
restrictions, the Block Watch program has suspended training for new captains.

2 Previously referred to as Auxiliary Constables.
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Community Police Station Programs

Community police stations enhance the Richmond RCMP Detachment’s policing services by
providing an array of crime prevention resources and community safety initiatives. Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, all three community police stations have been closed to the public since
March 2020. Volunteer deployments resumed in June 2020, in accordance with guidelines
established by RCMP “E” Division’s Crime Prevention Services; however, the scope of
volunteer activities has been limited. City staff and volunteers continue to pursue safety
initiatives to enhance crime prevention program awareness, community engagement and police
accessibility.

During the month of January volunteer highlights included:

e January 7 — Volunteers assisted RCMP officers with a Lock-Out Auto Crime deployment
at Aberdeen Mall and issued 13 information letters. Crime prevention notices have been
temporarily replaced by information letters, which are mailed to registered vehicle
owners.

e January 11 —-RCMP officers and volunteers conducted a Pedestrian Safety deployment at
Lansdowne Mall and distributed 314 safety reflectors.

e January 14 — RCMP officers and volunteers conducted a Pedestrian Safety deployment at
Richmond Centre/Brighouse Station and distributed 500 safety reflectors.

e January 20 — RCMP officers and volunteers conducted a Pedestrian Safety deployment in
Steveston Village and distributed 400 safety reflectors.

e January 26 — Volunteers assisted RCMP officers with Lock-Out Auto Crime deployments
in the city centre and issued 41 information letters.

e January 28 — Volunteers assisted RCMP officers with a Lock-Out Auto Crime
deployment at the McArthur Glen Outlet Mall and issued 44 information letters.
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Crime Prevention Unit

The Crime Prevention Unit reduces crime and enhances community engagement through public
awareness and education initiatives. During the month of January, the Crime Prevention Unit
participated in the following events/activities:

Pedestrian Safety
Place of Worship Patrols
Safe Place Program

e Diversity & Inclusion Initiatives °
e Foot Patrols °
e Lock Out Auto Crime °

Road Safety Unit

The Road Safety Unit makes Richmond’s roads safer through evidence-based traffic
enforcement, investigation of serious vehicle collisions and public education programs. Table 2
compares statistics for January 2021 to both November 2020 and December 2020. Violation
Tickets were issued for the following infractions:

Table 2: Violation Tickets Issued

Infraction November 2020 | December 2020 | January 2021
Distracted Driving 84 122 82
Driver License . 207 198 183
Impaired 27 35 26
Intersection Offences 54 55 57
Moving Infractions® 217 204 168
Speeding 332 289 320
Seatbelts 4 2 1
Vehicle Related® 82 109 98
Other® 0 49 11
Total 1,007 1,063 946

Victim Services

In January 2021, Richmond RCMP Victim Services met with 73 new clients and attended seven
crime/trauma scenes after hours. Victim Services reduced in-person client services in March
2020 and began offering services by phone but continue to attend some of the more serious calls
in-person. The unit currently maintains an active caseload of 236 files. In January, Victim
Services responded to a number of cases involving medical-related sudden deaths, drug
overdoses, mental health issues and two fatal shootings.

4 Moving infractions refers to unsafe lane change and unsafe passing.

3 Vehicle related refers to vehicle defects, for example no lights and no insurance.

¢ Other refers to miscellaneous charges including fail to remain at the scene of an accident and failing to stop for
police.
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Youth Section

The Richmond RCMP Detachment’s Youth Section focuses on strategies that contribute to safe
and healthy behaviours essential to the development of productive and civic-minded adults.
During the month of January, Youth Section highlights included:

* 104 Drug Abuse Resistance Education (DARE) classes were delivered via Zoom as the
program continued through virtual lessons. Grade 5 students in 16 schools are
participating in the second term of the DARE program.

e RCMP officers in the Youth Section conducted 61 proactive school visits at Secondary
Schools and 73 visits at Elementary Schools. Police officers engaged with the students at
recess and lunch, as well as during morning and afternoon supervision.

Financial Impact
None.
Conclusion

In January 2021, the Richmond RCMP conducted a number of noteworthy investigations,
including two fatal targeted shootings. Police statistics for this month indicate that most crime
types were within the expected range. However, serious assaults and arsons were above the
expected range, while thefts from automobiles were below the expected range.

In January, the Richmond RCMP Community Engagement Team and volunteers conducted
Pedestrian Safety deployments and distributed over 1,200 safety reflectors. In addition, the
DARE program began its second term, which is continuing with virtual lessons. The Officer in
Charge of the Richmond RCMP Detachment will continue to ensure that Richmond remains a
safe and desirable community.
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Community Policing Programs Information Attachment 1
Auxiliary Constables

e The primary mandate of Richmond’s Auxiliary Constables is to support community
policing activities related to public safety and crime prevention.
¢ For more information, visi

Block Watch

e Community-based crime prevention program aimed at helping neighbors organize
themselves to prevent crime.

e Residents can receive email alerts of neighbourhood residential break and enters by
registering their email addresses at

e For more information, visit

Distracted Driving Program

e Trained volunteers monitor intersections and observe distracted drivers.
e A letter is sent to the registered owner of the offending vehicle with information on the
safety risks associated to the observed behaviour and applicable fine amounts.

e TFor more information, visit

Fail to Stop

o Trained volunteers monitor areas that have been referred to the program by local
businesses or residents where drivers are not making a full stop at the stop sign, or
running a red light.

e An information letter is sent to the registered owner of the vehicle advising them the
date, time and location and applicable fine amounts if the driver received a violation
ticket.

Lock Out Auto Crime

e Co-sponsored by the Insurance Corporation of BC (ICBC), volunteers patrol city streets
and parking lots looking for automobile security vulnerabilities.

e Notices supplied by ICBC are issued to every vehicle inspected indicating to the owner
what issues need to be addressed in order to keep the vehicle and contents secure.
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o For more information, visit

Project 529

e This program allows riders to easily and securely register their bikes. This up-to-date
database of bikes alerts its registrants if a fellow 529 bike is stolen.

e Project 529 is a unique, multi-national registry that holds a database of all registered and
stolen bikes.

Speed Watch

e Co-sponsored by ICBC, promotes safe driving habits by alerting drivers of their speed.

e Trained volunteers are equipped with radar and a speed watch reader board that gives
drivers instant feedback regarding their speed.

e Volunteers record the license plate number and the speed, and a letter is sent to the
registered owner of the offending vehicle. The letter includes the date, time and location
and applicable fine amounts if the driver received a violation ticket.

Stolen Auto Recovery
e Co-sponsored by ICBC, trained volunteers equipped with portable computers identify
stolen vehicles.
e These volunteers recover hundreds of stolen vehicles each year throughout the Lower
Mainland.

Volunteer Bike and Foot Patro! Program

e Trained volunteers patrol Richmond neighbourhoods reporting suspicious activities and
providing a visible deterrent to crime and public order issues.
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otals for founded Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic-related Criminal Code incidents. Based on
‘e are three categories: (1) Violent Crime, (2} Property Crime, and (3) Other Criminal Code. Within each
‘hted in this chart. In addition, monthly totals for Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA) incidents
«d. Individual UCR codes are indicated below the specific crime type.

ed regarding the collection of UCR data. The new standards provide much more stringent criteria to
‘e will be an increase in many crime statistics, and clearance rates will conversely decline. This creates
ous years' data. Full details on the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey are available at Statistics Canada:
12-x/2018001/article/54973-eng.htm. For more information, contact Richmond Crime Analysts.

ased on activity within a single month over the past 5 years. If the current monthlv total for an offence

is above the expected average range (using one standard deviation) due to crime trends, patterns, or spikes, it will be noted ir If the current
monthly total for an offence is above the rxnected average range due to primarily non-oneratinnal reasons such as the new UCK standards or other
scoring issues, the total will be noted ii Below expected numbers wiil be noted it

Year-to-Date percentage change 1s used to numbers from the prior year, but the new CCJS/UCR standards reduce the utility of this
metric. 2019 YTD numbers will be biased to increase from the 2018 totals, despite any positive police action.

[ aacar 1T eviace T Evebanas 1T Vane ta Ratn Tatale 1
VIOLENT CRIME 148 123.4 103-144 133 | 148 11% 15
{UCR 1000-Series Offences)
Robbery 5 6.4 3-9 3 5 67% 2
Assault Common 48 47.2 42-53 56 48 -14% -8
Assault Serious 11.0 9-13 11 16 45% 5
Sexual Offences o 15 8.6 7-24 17 15 -12% -2
PROPERTY CRIME 699.0 643-755 611 533 -13% -78
{UCR 2000-Seriss Offences}
Business B&E 23 43.6 29-58 31 23 -26% -8
Residential B&E 39 78.4 55-101 47 39 -17% -8
Auto Theft 18 27.0 19-35 35 18 -49% -17
Theft from Auto 216.0 190-242 190 134 -29% -56
Theft 96.4 82-111 70 58 -17% -12
Shoplifting 71 64.0 54-74 63 71 13% 8
Fraud ‘ 75 72.4 59-86 72 75 4% 3
OTHER CRIMINAL CODE 167.2 160-174 160 | 213 33% 53
(UCR 3000-5eries CHffences)
DRUGS a1 72.0 13-131 189 | 41 -78% -148
{UCR 4000-Ser1 25 Offencer)

Prepared by Richmond RCMP Crime Analysts. Data collected from PRIME on 2021-02-01. Published 2021-02-02. These data are operational and
subject to change. This document is not to be copied, reproduced, used in whole or part or disseminated to any other person or agency without the
consent of the originator(s).
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Cyberbullying is when someone becomes a target of actions by others online, via computers, cellphones or other
devices, with the intentions to embarrass, humiliate, torment, threaten or harass. It can happen to anyone, at any
time and at any age. Often, it is repeated and occurs over a long period of time; however, the affect of 1,000 harmful
comments on a single humiliating photo can already post serious damage to one’s feelings, self-esteem, reputation
and mental health. With all the different communication technologies nowadays, one can access the internet at all
times. Unlike face-to-face bullying, cyberbullying can be relentless. It can follow a victim everywhere 24 hours a day,
7 days a week, from school, to the mall and all the way into the comfort of their home - where it's usually safe from
traditional forms of bullying. It spreads quickly to a wide group of audience and can become viral in matter of

minutes. Cyberbullying is emotionally damaging and can lead to tragic consequences.

» Sending unkind or threatening messages by text,
email, comments or posts on social media pages.
o Spreading rumours, secrets or gossip about
someone through texts, instant messages, email or
social media sites.
e Posting a humiliating picture or video of someone
on social media or circulating it via texts, instant messages, email without that person’s knowledge or permission
o Posting online stories, pictures, videos, or memes that are intended to humiliate or embarrass someone.
» Hacking into someone’s social media profile or email account, pretending to be them, and sending harmful content
to others.
o Screen capturing an embarrassing or personal conversation with someone and sharing it with other people online.
o Getting other people to gang up on someone in an online group chat and make negative comments or threats.
e “Liking” a negative comment on a social media post - participating on the sideline and becomes part of the problem

without realizing it.

o Talk to your children about cyberbullying. Learn about their online activites and set ground rules.

o Use your privacy settings. Keep your content online as private as possible on all the sites and platforms you use.
Check and adjust privacy settings often because it can change as companies update their privacy policies.

e Think before you post or send anything to anyone online. In the wrong hands, any photo or video could be used in a
way you never intended.

e Do not feel preésure into sharing photos, videos or other details about yourself. Just because a lot of people are
doing it does not mean you have to too.

» Support those who have been targeted, and if you know anyone who cyberbullies, tell them to stop.

o |If you see negative comments or behaviours toward someone else online, do not participate and take a stand.

» Report cyberbullying to the social media site and block the person responsible.
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