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That the staff report titled "Garden City Lands Project Update," dated September 8, 2021, from 
the Director, Park Services be received for information. 
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Staff Report 

Origin 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update on recent and planned activities on the Garden 
City Lands (the Lands) as requested by the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Committee 
and to follow-up on the staff report titled “Agricultural Land Commission Non-Farm Use 
Application by the City of Richmond for Community Gardens at 5560 Garden City Road (The 
Garden City Lands),” dated February 23, 2021. 

Analysis 

Recent Project Activities 

The following is a summary of current activities related to this project: 
 
Community Gardens  

Approval was received from the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) for placement of 
community gardens on the Lands on August 13, 2021. Staff are now working on the layout and 
construction of the community gardens and will be collaborating with Urban Bounty (UB), 
formerly Richmond Food Security, for the administration of the garden beds. The gardens are 
scheduled to be completed late winter and ready for gardeners in spring of 2022. Consistent with 
the Approval from the ALC, approximately 200 community garden plots and up to 20 parking 
spots will be installed to meet the needs of the community. See Attachment 1 – Garden City 
Lands Community Gardens Layout Plan, for more details. 
 
Updates related to the City-wide community garden process will be the subject of an upcoming 
committee report. 

 
Soil Remediation 

On November 26, 2019, Council reviewed the staff report titled “Garden City Lands Update and 
Site Activation Plan” and approved staff to proceed with further site investigation and 
characterization of the soil contaminants. Based on that direction, staff applied to the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) Green Municipal Fund Grant program which Council 
approved on December 14, 2020 (Attachment 2 – Council Committee Meeting Minutes - 
December 14, 2020). The recently announced award from the FCM Grant program of $175,000 
will support the ongoing soil remediation studies on the Lands. Consequently, staff will be 
issuing a Request for Proposals this fall to select a qualified environmental professional 
specialized in testing, analyzing and recommending next steps for the management of the 
contaminated soils on the site.  
 
Work is expected to commence this fall with extensive testing via bore holes and creation of 
monitoring wells. The results on this initial testing phase will determine the next steps in the 
overall remediation program. It is expected that the study will be approximately three years in 
duration depending the test results and methods of remediation required.   
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Seating 

Consistent with the Garden City Legacy Landscape Plan and in response to several requests from 
the community, 12 benches will be installed along the Perimeter Trail at key locations in 
consideration of views and key park assets. The benches selected, which include recycled plastic 
composite components, will become the standard bench for the site in keeping with the 
agricultural theme of the Lands. More amenities may be added as public need increases and the 
City receives approvals from the ALC to fully open the site to the public. 
 
Planting 

Staff are finalizing plans and securing plant material for an extensive planting program which is 
planned to proceed this fall and winter (late 2021 into early 2022). The plant material selected 
(Attachment 3 – Garden City Lands Native Plant List) are primarily native species in keeping 
with the original planting design implemented in 2017. This phase will see over 500 trees and 
over 20,000 shrubs planted throughout the perimeter trail system over the winter months. 
Planting during the rainy season and supplementing new plantings with additional watering 
during the summer of the first year will help ensure plant survival to the greatest extent possible. 
In keeping with the future agriculturally focused activities planned for the western half of the 
site, some non-native, fruit bearing trees will be planted along the Garden City Road frontage as 
a demonstration for residents of flowering and fruit bearing trees which support beneficial 
insects, pollinators and birds in the home landscape. Final species selection will be dependant on 
nursery stock availability. 
 
Soil Placement  

Staff continue to seek and identify appropriate soil source sites in Richmond as viable, clean 
material for the Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU) farm area as approved by Council. The 
City has received approval from the ALC to place soil in the area the City has leased to KPU for 
its teaching and research farm. Staff will ensure that soil test results are received and meet 
provincial contaminated sites standards prior to the importation of any soil material into the site 
in order to secure soil with the best quality are received for agricultural purposes. Soil placement 
results in revenue for the City as per the Soil Fee Bylaw. 

 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU) Farm Area 

KPU has secured provincial grant funding for the construction of a proposed barn structure to 
support farming and educational activities on the Lands. While still early in the planning process, 
City staff are meeting regularly with KPU to map out the process which would include a request 
for approval from Council as well as a Non-Farm Use Application with the ALC. As the 
landowner, the City would be filing this Application on behalf of KPU. 
 
Financial Impact 

None. 
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Conclusion 

Staff will continue to develop the Garden City Lands and provide periodic updates to Council as 
requested as work proceeds. 

 
 
 
Alexander Kurnicki 
Manager, Park Programs 
(604-276-4099) 
 
 
Att. 1: Garden City Lands Community Gardens Layout Plan 
       2: Council Committee Meeting Minutes - December 14, 2020 
       3: Garden City Lands Native Plant List 
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Attachment 1Garden City Lands Community Gardens Layout Plan

PRCS- 39 
 
 

matthewk
Rectangle

matthewk
Rectangle

matthewk
Rectangle

matthewk
Rectangle



 

6744656 

Attachment 2 

 

Council Committee Meeting Minutes - December 14, 2020 
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Garden City Lands Native Plant List

Attachment 3
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