
Resolution from Cllr Carol Day 
Birth Tourism 

Resolution: 

That Richmond City Council write a letter to the Federal Minister of Immigration, 

Refugees and Citizenship, with copies to the Prime Minister and Richmond's Members 

of Parliament, requesting permanent changes to the Canadian immigration laws which 

would end automatic Canadian citizenship being bestowed on babies born in Canada to 

non-resident parents who are not citizens of Canada. 

Rationale: 

A recent report on CBC's W5 program documented the abuses relating to Birth Tourism 

(see attached graphs): 

• In 2018/19 - Richmond Hospital delivered 458 newborns (23.1% of all births) to 

non-resident parents; 

• Two doctors at Richmond Hospital delivered a combined 1 ,300 babies between 

2014 to 2019; 

• The demand for birthing services has created an unregulated shadow industry 

that includes food, medical, transportation services, counseling, etc.; 

• Richmond Hospital has over $2.0 million in unpaid bills since 2017; 

• There are times that people living Richmond are unable to get the services they 

need at Richmond Hospital; and 

• The current immigration policy is unfair to the citizens of Canada and immigrants 

who legally navigate the existing system. 
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From W 5 Story on Passport Babies 
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