5 City of

Richmond Report to Committee
To: Planning Committee Date: March 25, 2019
From: Wayne Craig File:  08-4040-01

Director, Development

Re: Community Information Sessions on Development, Affordable Housing,
Transportation and Sustainability in the City

Staff Recommendation

1. That staff be directed to proceed with the implementation of the proposed Community
Information Session Program as described in the report titled “Community Information
Sessions on Development, Affordable Housing, Transportation and Sustainability in the
City” from the Director, Development; and

2. That staff report back following the last session each year to provide a summary of the events
including any feedback received.

Wayne Craig
Director, Development
(604-247-4625)
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Staff Report
Origin
On October 20, 2015, the Planning Committee passed the following resolution:

That staff examine options for City staff and Council Members to host periodic public
information sessions on topics related to development and affordable housing in the city
and report back to the Planning Committee.

The context for this referral includes the stated desire to better engage and inform the public,
provide easy to access information related to development in the city, and to do so within the
context of a user-friendly City Hall.

In the time since the referral was made, the City has held over 117 Public Information Meetings
(Attachment 1) on affordable housing, planning and development related topics, development
applications, and sustainability and environmental programs as part of the initial response. This
report outlines an ongoing program to engage the public through Community Information
Sessions.

The sessions will provide information on planning and development in the city, and on both
current and future initiatives, Draft display boards (Attachment 2) have been provided to seek
Council’s input and direction on the proposed topic areas and content for these sessions,
including any additional topic areas to be considered. The dates and times of the sessions are
also provided should members of Council wish to attend and participate in the sessions.

Findings of Fact

The City of Richmond routinely provides information to and consults with the public on
development applications and new policies and regulations as they are developed. This is done
to both comply with Local Government Act regulations, to inform the public, and to seek input
on proposed changes.

In the past two years (2016 — 2018), the City has held over 117 Public Information Meetings to
communicate with the public on a number of proposed policy changes, the introduction of new
policy and large scale private and civic projects. Topics included Farmland Housing
Regulations, Market Rental Housing, CF Richmond Centre Official Community Plan
Amendment, Arterial Road Policy Update, Tree Protection, Single-Family Building Massing,
Affordable Housing Strategy, Modular Supportive Housing, Lulu Island Energy Company,
Electric Vehicle (EV) charging, Riparian Management Areas, and other sustainability programs.
A full list of the meetings is included in Attachment 1. These sessions were led by the Planning
and Development, Transportation, Community Social Development, Engineering and
Sustainability Departments.

Over the same time frame, an additional 21 developer-led Public Information Meetings (PIM)
were held on development applications which were identified as being large in scale, complex in
nature or anticipated to generate significant public interest. The list of meetings is included in
Attachment 1.
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Proposed Community Information Session Details

The following is an outline of the proposed program, format, content and series of sessions
through which the City of Richmond is seeking to better inform and engage its community
members. .

Schedule

The program aims to provide information sessions on an ongoing basis, with meetings to be held
every six months. As part of the start-up of the program, four sessions are planned for 2019,
beginning with three sessions in the Spring and one in the Fall.

The sessions are portable and will focus on City Hall and Community Centre locations in the
first year including City Hall, East Cambie, Hugh Boyd Community Centre and the Richmond
Cultural Centre. The proposed line up is outlined below:

2019 Dates and Locations

Community Information Session #1 Community Information Session #3
Wednesday May 2, 2019, 4:00 — 8:00pm Thursday, June 13, 2019, Noon — 4:00pm
City Hall Atrium Hugh Boyd Community Centre

6911 No. 3 Road 9200 No.1 Rd

Community Information Session #2 Cominunity Information Session #4
Thursday, May 16, 2019, 4:00 — 8:00pm Thursday, October 24, 2019, 4:00 — 8:00pm
East Cambie Community Centre Richmond Cultural Centre

4111 Jacombs Rd 7700 Minoru Gate

Format

The proposed approach to the sessions is proposed to be a drop-in Open House format with
display boards supplemented with handout materials (e.g. bulletins on development and
affordable housing). The boards will provide information on City plans, policies and initiatives
that guide development and speaks to how they are being implemented to address growth and
change in the community. Topics include planning and development, affordable housing,
transportation and sustainability. This includes a range of initiatives from affordable housing
efforts to road network improvements, the phasing out of Land Use Contracts and updates on
agricultural land policies. A copy of the draft display boards (Attachment 2), which identify the
topic areas and content to be addressed, have been provided for Council’s input and direction.

Staff from Development Applications, Policy Planning, Affordable Housing, Transportation and
Sustainability Departments will attend the sessions to engage and respond to questions. This
format will provide a significant amount of information and an opportunity to speak directly with
staff . Information and materials from these sessions will also be shared on the City’s website.
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