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Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services 01

Re: City Centre Community Centre 2017 Public Art Projects

Staff Recommendation

That the concept proposals and installations of the City Centre Community Centre Community
Art Project by artist Laara Cerman, and Legacy Artwork by artists Nadine Flagel and Deirdre
Pinnock, as presented in the staff report titled “City Centre Community Centre 2017 Public Art
Projects,” dated November 6, 2017, from the Director, Arts, Culture and Heritage Services, be

endorsed.
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Staff Report
Origin

Through the arts, a community can explore ideas, issues and concerns; voice its identity; and
create dialogue. The City’s Community Public Art Program creates opportunities for
collaborative art projects between community groups and professional artists of all disciplines.
Working with a professional artist, the community group is involved in all stages of planning and
commissioning of a public art project.

This report brings forward for consideration two project proposals by the artists recommended
for the City Centre Community Centre 2017 public art projects.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City:

Continue the development and implementation of an excellent and accessible system of
programs, services, and public spaces that reflect Richmond’s demographics, rich
heritage, diverse needs, and unique opportunities, and that facilitate active, caring, and
connected communities.

2.3, Outstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and
a sense of belonging.

2.4.  Vibrant arts, culture and heritage opportunities.
Analysis

In 2014, Public Art Program staff worked with the developer’s architect for the Quintet
Development, by Canada Sunrise Development Corp., to prepare a Public Art Plan. The Plan
proposes several opportunities, including permanent and temporary works.

On May 12, 2014, Council approved the integrated public artwork 4 Motif of One and Many by
Rebecca Bayer. The staff report identified that this project was the first of several artworks
recommended for the overall Quintet development.

On June 24, 2014, Council approved the second public art project, a private development
artwork for the lobby of the Carol Lee Centre, ebb & flow, by artists Jacqueline Metz and Nancy
Chew. The staff report included further details for the Public Art Plan for the Quintet
development, and noted that funding of $75,000 would be available for future community based
public art projects and the City Centre Community Centre.

In 2015, three public art projects were completed for the opening of the City Centre Community
Centre. A Motif of One and Many by Rebecca Bayer is integrated into the lobby floor on the
second level of the community centre. Ebb and Flow, a mirrored installation by Jacqueline Metz
and Nancy Chew, greets visitors to the Carol Tong Centre and complements a double-height
space in the main building lobby. Harvest Full Moon Project by Marina Szijarto incorporated
hands-on artist-led workshops and a community procession as part of the celebration program for
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the opening of the City Centre Community Centre on September 19, 2015. This ephemeral work
has since become an annual event.

In 2017, in accordance with the Quintet Public Art Plan, terms of reference were developed for
two additional community based public art opportunities which are presented in this report.

Terms of Reference

Staff consulted with the City Centre Community Centre staff in the development of the Artist
Call terms of reference. The City Centre Community Association was provided with
opportunities to review the project.

The public art terms of reference describes the two opportunities:
e a Community Art Project in the Fitness Centre; and

e a Legacy Artwork in the main interior staircase.

The Call describes the art opportunities, site description, scope of work, budget, selection
process, schedule and submission requirements (Attachment 1).

Public Art Artist Selection Process

On September 6, 2017, following the Public Art Program administrative procedures for an artist
selection process, a selection panel reviewed the qualifications of the 23 artists who responded to
the Open Call to artists for the two opportunities. The City Centre Community Association
Board appointed a member to represent the Board on the selection panel.
Members of the selection panel were:

e Sandra Cohen, Community Representative

e Jose Gonzalez, City Centre Community Association Board Member

e Michelle Sound, Artist and Educator

o Valerie Walker, Artist and Educator
For the Community Art Project in the Fitness Centre, three artists were shortlisted and invited to
return for an interview facilitated by staff. Selection panelists provided their comments and

feedback by proxy based on revised concept proposal submissions by shortlisted artists. On
October 18, 2017, Laara Cerman was selected for this opportunity.

For the Legacy artwork in the main staircase, the selection panel recommended the artist team of
Nadine Flagel and Deirdre Pinnock in a one-stage selection process on September 6, 2017.

The Public Art Advisory Committee supports the selection panel’s artist recommendations.
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Recommended Public Art Project — Community Art Project in Fitness Centre

The proposed interior location for the community art project will be on a large wall inside the
Fitness Centre with exterior viewing opportunities from Firbridge Way. The artwork by Laara
Cerman will be a photographic mural composed of found branches and colourful paper leaves
interspersed with real leaves in the shape of a vine.

The artist plans to engage culturally diverse and multi-generational community members in the
making of the mural. The artist will lead workshops in drawing, painting, collage and stamp-
making. Other activities may include a plant walk to discover some of the local flora that may be
used in the artwork and workshops to create tea blends and baskets using locally foraged
material.

Attachment 2 provides further information about the artist’s background and proposed artwork.

A technical review and coordination with staff will be included in the development of the
artwork. For this project, a budget of $5,000 is provided to the artist for the design, production
and community engagement workshops including all related artist expenses. The costs for digital
reproduction and installation of the artwork will be the responsibility of the City.

The Public Art Advisory Committee has reviewed the concept proposal and supports the
proposed artwork.

Recommended Public Art Project — Legacy Artwork at Staircase

The proposed location for the legacy artwork by Nadine Flagel and Deirdre Pinnock will be on
two adjacent walls directly above the main staircase connecting the main and second floor of the
Centre. The proposed artwork is composed of a colourful series of seven large circle-shaped
textile pieces. The artists describe the artwork as follows:

The seven stepping stones are the leaps one has to make in the quest for diversity: our
emphasis is on the process and the components required for Richmond to reach its goals.
Each stone is a different colour, symbolizing a set of values and natural elements
including courage/earth, passion/fire, harmony/wood, compassion/water, history/future,
engagement/collaboration and equality/inclusivity.

Attachment 3 provides further information about the artists’ backgrounds and proposed artwork.

A technical review and coordination with staff will be included with the development of the
artwork. For this project, a budget of up to $6,500 is provided to the artist for the design,
fabrication and installation of the artwork including all related artist expenses. In addition to the
project budget of $5,000, an extra $1,500 will be used for installation of the artwork on a second
wall and for artist-led community workshops in the development of the artwork.

The Public Art Advisory Committee has reviewed the concept proposal and supports the
proposed artwork.
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Financial Impact

The Public Art Program has allocated $11,500 for the two community art projects from existing
funds in the approved 2017 Public Art Capital Project. The initial budget of $10,000 has been
increased to allow for a broader scope of work for the legacy artwork and additional community
engagement. The budget includes artist fees, selection panel costs, digital reproduction costs and
installation of the artworks. Any maintenance and repairs required for the artwork will be the
responsibility of the Public Art Program. City funds would be allocated out of the Public Art
Program’s annual operating budget.

Conclusion

The City Centre Community Centre continues to support a diverse, harmonious and distinctive
City Centre neighbourhood with artworks that reflect the community’s aspirations and identity.
Staff recommend that Council endorse the proposed artworks by artist Laara Cerman and the
artist team of Nadine Flagel and Deirdre Pinnock. The ideas expressed in the bright, colourful
and interesting materials are well suited to a community centre. The addition of these new
artworks supports the goals of the Richmond Arts Strategy to create great facilities and physical
infrastructure to make Richmond an arts destination with a thriving arts community.

FEric Fiss
Public Art Planner
(604-247-4612)

Att. 1: Terms of Reference, City Centre Community Centre Community Art Project in Fitness
Centre and Legacy Artwork in Main Staircase
2: Concept Proposal, Laara Cerman, Community Art Project in Fitness Centre
3: Concept Proposal, Nadine Flagel and Deirdre Pinnock, Legacy Artwork at Staircase
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