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Staff Report
Origin

The Richmond Community Cycling Committee was formed in 1993 to allow City staff to work
in partnership with the community to promote commuter and recreational cycling in Richmond.
In 2013, Council approved the evolution of the Committee into the Richmond Active
Transportation Committee (RATC) to reflect a broader mandate that includes skateboarding, in-
line skating and low-speed scooters. The Committee provides input and feedback to the City on
infrastructure projects designed for these modes and undertakes various activities in co-operation
with the City that encourage, educate and raise awareness of active transportation.

This report reviews the 2018 activities of the RATC and identifies a number of initiatives for
2019 that would support its mandate to provide input and advice to the City on issues in the
planning, development, improvement, and promotion of an active transportation network that
supports a greater number of trips by cycling, walking and rolling. The Committee’s activities
contribute towards the City’s sustainability goals articulated in Richmond’s Official Community
Plan and Community Energy and Emissions Plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
prioritizing and funding walking, rolling and cycling infrastructure. The Committee’s initiatives
also support the goals and actions of the City’s Community Wellness Strategy and, in turn,
Richmond’s long-term health, liveability and vibrancy.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #2 A Vibrant, Active and Connected City:

Continue the development and implementation of an excellent and accessible system of
programs, services, and public spaces that reflect Richmond’s demographics, rich
heritage, diverse needs, and unique opportunities, and that facilitate active, caring, and
connected communities.

2.3.  Outstanding places, programs and services that support active living, wellness and
a sense of belonging.

This report supports Council’s 2014-2018 Term Goal #3 A Well-Planned Community:

Adhere to effective planning and growth management practices to maintain and enhance
the livability, sustainability and desirability of our City and its neighbourhoods, and to
ensure the results match the intentions of our policies and bylaws.

3.3.  Effective transportation and mobility networks.
Analysis

The RATC undertook and participated in a number of activities in 2018 that contributed to
enhanced cycling and rolling opportunities, and increased education and awareness of active
transportation in Richmond.
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Proposed Active Transportation Network Initiatives in 2019

The Committee will provide input at the earliest conceptual stage on the prioritization, planning,
design, and implementation of the following projects that expand and/or improve the network of
infrastructure that can be used by active transportation modes.

o Planned Active Transportation Network Expansion: Planned City capital projects include
further progress on the Crosstown and Midtown Neighbourhood Links and completion of the
Odlin Road bike route. The implementation of several off-street paved multi-use pathways
includes Alderbridge Way (Shell Road-No. 4 Road) and Sexsmith Road (Beckwith Road-
Charles Street). Conceptual design will also be initiated for the northern extension of the
Shell Road Trail (Highway 99 Overpass to River Road). See Attachment 1 for project
locations.

o Active Transportation Network Spot Improvements: Potential projects include localized
improvements to existing on-street cycling facilities such as improved pavement markings
(e.g., green painted bike lanes at potential conflict areas), additional signage, new ramps to
facilitate access to off-street pathways, installation of delineators to prevent motorists from
encroaching into bike lanes, and the expansion of bicycle parking including additional on-
street bike corrals.

e Planned Park, Road and Development Projects: The Committee will review additional City
and external agency projects that impact existing or would incorporate new active
transportation infrastructure as part of the overall project such as the George Massey Tunnel
Crossing Improvement and TransLink’s bike parkade at the Bridgeport Canada Line Station.

Project costs associated with the expansion and improvement of the active transportation

network for 2019 are accommodated in the City’s annual capital budget and considered as part of
the annual budget review process. Some of these projects are eligible for financial contribution
from external agencies (e.g., ICBC and TransLink). If successful, staff will report back on the
amount of financial contribution obtained from these external agencies through the annual staff
reports on ICBC and TransLink cost-sharing programs respectively.

Proposed Education and Promotion of Active Transportation in 2019

The Committee will encourage and promote active transportation as sustainable travel modes
that also have significant health benefits via the following activities.

e Public Bike Share Pilot Program: The Committee will continue to provide input on the
deployment and operation of the pilot program.

o 19" Annual “Island City, by Bike” Tour: Assist in the planning, promotion and staging of the
seventeenth annual bike tour of Richmond during Bike Month in June 2019, which is set for
Sunday, June 9™ at Britannia Heritage Shipyard. Both the long and short routes will seek to
feature recent improvements to the active transportation network to raise community
awareness of the neighbourhood facilities that support walking, cycling and rolling activities.
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