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UBCM Members

The Cily of Port Alberni requests your support and assistance in order 1o help save this OI50- 07
province's premier forest fire fighting equipment ~ the Martin Mars Water Bombers. These

aircrafl, the larges! water bombers in the world, continue to be sound, operational aircraft. The

owners — Timberwest, have announcéd the sale of the planes as they no tonger fit within the

company's core business aclivities {press release attached).

The City asks for the province's nimediate action 1o invest in the Martin Mars Water Bombers to
ensure that they remain in 8rtish Columbia, continuing to provide our forests and communities
with their fire fighting capacity. Please see the attached letler o Premier Gordon Campbeli.

The sheer size of the Martin Mars aircraft alone, never mind the incredible amount of water they
drop, means they are a rare and unique fire fighling commaodily, especially suited to interface
fires, where residenlial properties are threatened by wild forest fires. No other arrcraft can
defiver the massive 50,000 pound payload as quickly as the mars and continue o deliver it
every few minules sustained over several hourss.

Flving Tarkers Inc. is a self-sufficient cperation which empioys up 1o 2C personnel. All
mantenance tasks are carried out or base and the highiy skilled technicians who ma:ntain the
arcraft are also part of tne flight crews. Thev have maintained these aircraft for peak flying
performance with additicnal pans and supplies available for sustained service. Al of this is
threatened as our provinee's resource wih the imminent sale of the aircrafl. |

Port Alberni City Council is asking that the province step in and invest in these aircrafl, their
support infrastructure and the personngl that operate and maintain them. The flying tankers
have assis’ed many of your communities and we request ycur help to attest to the necessity In
keaping them active within our province. Please provide 3 letter of support directed to our
Premier asking that the province invest in the Martin Mars Water Bombers, before this valuable

resource 15 Josl.

Yaurs truly
CITY OF PORT ALBERNI
-~
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Ken McRae
Mayor
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Slacey Rzbing
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TimberWest

For jrmediate Ralezse: November 10, 2006
TIMBERWEST SEEXS BUYERS FOR MARTIN MARS WATER BOMBERS

Jancouver (3C; — Timbervyest Forest Corp. today announced tnat il is selling its two
Manin Mars water bompers.

e nave mede the decison to seek uyars fof the Mariin Mars waler bombers as ine
manss are not par of ocur core busingss funclions ” said Paul McEligolt, TimberWest
Presidet anc CEC. “Timbeanest is 2 forest land management comipany and we
neleve thare are other private soClor iMierests wino are in @ cetter position o operats
these planes.”

TimberWest has made arrangements with puniic and private sector agencies o ensure
that its forest land holdings on Vancouver island continue 1o receive forest fire protection
services.

‘The company 1s confident that by working with the systems in place. we can protect our
land assets on Yancouver 'siand from forest fires ” said McEiiigott.

The tarlin Mars water bembers, initially concewved 2s military barnbers, have been
provicding fire-fighting services in British Columbia for over 40 accident-free years. They
are based in Sprost Lake, near Port Ajberni on vanoouver Island, and were originally
operaled by a consortium of panners, including TimberWest. However. for the last five
years. Timbernest has been the sole operator.

‘Over the years. the company has put significant resource into upgrading these planes,
We pelieve the wo planes have been rigorously mamtained 1o keep them in a safe and
effective operating condition. They will be atiractive 1o those parlies whose business
nterests zre suitad 1o operating thess types of arcrafl,” sard MeEliigotl.

As & condition of sale. Timberwes!| will recurre that ane of the planes be donated 1o Por
Liberni upon retirement for use by the community as a2 heritage atractian.

"This is consistent with a comnutment we made to the people of Porl Albarni and raflects
our suppoft for local comniunities,” added McEhgotl.

Some interes' has already been 2xpressed by the private seclor to operate the aircraft,
which. in addiion to forest fre-fighting capatliies, have solig tourism and marketing
potental for the nght buyer.

The tendering process for the sale of the Martin Mars aircraft closes on December 31,
2006.

30-
For more informalion:
Steve Lerimer
iianager, Public Affairs & Government Relations
(250) 729-3727
loimers@timogrwesl.com
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TimberWest

BACKGROUNDER
<« Atoia!l of five Marin Mars aireraft were bt n Baltimors, Maryland in 1942-43.

v Theywere originally conceiver as a2 miitary bomber far long-range mission and
DALFOIS

« The p'anes were ~2dasigned ard classifed for icng-range genera. ranscortaton
bacause of their cemonsirated heavy lift capahility.

» in 5952 3 conssrium of British Columbiz coasiz! forest companes formad Sying
Tankers. which then purchased the remaning arrcraft and converted them to
water bombers.

s« Two of the airerafl have conlinued to operate, providing unsurpassed fire-fighling
protaciion services to Bnlish Columbiz’s coast and interior and s required to
neighbouring junsdictions in Alberta, Washington Stale, Oregon and Calfornia.

= The planes are operated oy a crew of four, including a captain, first officer and
two flight engineers

« Each plane can hoid over 27 000 lirres (7.2C0 US gallons) of water/foam ioad.
enouan to cover hree to four azres in 3 sngie drop. 7he planes nave the
capability tc use fresh or ocean water.

+ Il takes the arrcrafl a skimming distance of abcut fwo kilome'res to pick up & load
of waier. They can operate {rom a body of water as small as six kilometres
depending on surrgunding topography and oiher approach and departure
requirements.

» Both aircral have ‘hz capalbitity to drap either straight water or wafer miced with
foam cnlo fires in 2605 one of the aircrait was also fitted with Iong-lerm
suppressani.

+« Once the planes are airtborne, foam concentrate 1s injecied into the water toad at
a ratio of 30 U.S. getions into the 7 200 U.S. gallon water load.

» Once drapped. the tumbling action causes aeration which converts the water
load inlo a foam load, a process repeated for each drop.

» The planes are houssd at Sproal Lake on Vancouver lsiang. but have the
capability to operate for exlenced periods away from their base.
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