City of Richmond Report to

\ Urban Development Division Development Permit Panel
To: Development Permit Panel Date: November 7, 2002
From: Joe Erceg File: DP 92-316

Manager, Development Applications

Re: Request by Christopher Bozyk Architects Ltd. for a General Compliance
Ruling at 21720 Fraserwood Way

Manager’s Recommendation

That the attached landscape plans be considered to be in general compliance with Development
Permit 92-316.

W ks

Joe Erceg
Manager, Development Applications

JE:ajl
Att. 1



Staff Report
Origin
Christopher Bozyk Architects have requested a general compliance ruling on behalf of
Volkswagen Canada, for a property in the Fraserwood Industrial Park. The original permit was

issued to Butyl Goodman, prior to subdivision, in order to protect the Environmentally Sensitive
Area (ESA).

In the course of site preparation, Volkswagen’s contractors removed some vegetation and placed
lock-blocks along the edge of the ditch next to the Fraser River dyke, which is contrary to the
original permit.

A copy of the proposed landscaping and the original plans are appended to this report. On the
original plans, the part which has been altered is shown with a “bubble”.

Findings of Fact

Guidelines for the protection of ESA’s are found in Schedule 1 of Bylaw 7100, the Official
Community Plan. Council adopted guidelines for general compliance with development permits
in 1998.

Staff Comments

In the summer of 2002, in order to stabilize the bank, the Volkswagen Canada contractors
removed some existing vegetation and placed a single row of lock-blocks along the edge of the
ditch. Staff received several complaints regarding the effects on the ESA, which is adjacent to
the dyke trail in the Hamilton area. After a series of negotiations, the consultants for
Volkswagen Canada arrived at the attached plans which are aimed at restoring the ESA, while
still allowing them to stabilize the sloped bank at the edge of the paved loading area.

The solution is to re-landscape the sloped area along the ditch with native plants. The strip
averages about 14 ft. in width, and incorporates a much larger area on the east of the site. Staff
generally find these plans to be a beneficial solution because the restored area is larger than the
original preserved area. The original plans called for a 4.25m (13.944 ft.) wide landscaped area
next to the ditch.

Analysis

The consultants are making an effort to restore the lost ESA. Although it will take a few years to
grow and fill in, staff find that the 550 plants proposed are all true native Richmond plants and
should be successful. Because a number of people in the local area are interested in the outcome,
the Development Permit Panel might be a good forum to inform people about the restoration
plans and to obtain feedback. Staff will endeavour to notify people about the plans and the
meeting date.

Conclusions

The City has received plans of proposed restoration of the ESA on the Volkswagen Canada site
in Fraserwood Industrial Park. Staff feel that the plans are a good attempt at restoring the area.

Ao —

Alex Jamieson, Planner 2 - Urban Design AJl:ajl
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