City of Richmond

Report to Committee

To: General Purposes Committee

Christine McGilvray
Manager, Lands and Property

Granville Avenue Undergrounding

Right of Way in Favour of BC Hydro -

Date:
File:

October 10, 2002
2285-30-036

Staff Recommendation

That Council grant rights of way in favour of BC Hydro at two sites on Granville Avenue located
on City-owned Lot A Section 8 Block 4 North Range 6 West New Westminster District Plan
LMP5323 (Firehall No.1 and Richmond Acquatic Centre), to facilitate undergrounding of hydro
service between No. 3 Road and Gilbert Road, provided the existing Hydro rights of way under
charge no. BM309360 registered on title and not now required, are discharged.
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October 10, 2002 -2-

Staff Report
Origin

In 1998, the City was asked to provide rights of way for Hydro works to facilitate
undergrounding of the service along the north side of Granville Avenue, between No. 3 Road
and Gilbert Road. The location of two of these rights of way now need to be changed.

Findings Of Fact

One right of way was located at Firehall No. 1 site. Plans are now being developed for the new
community safety building at this location, with a new driveway entry planned at the original
Hydro right of way location. The right of way is therefore being moved further west to
accommodate the new driveway.

A second right of way site at the Aquatic Centre was unsatisfactory to the Minoru Seniors’
Centre facility. There had been consultation with the Seniors’ Centre association and staff at the
time the right of way was originally taken. However, in retrospect, they felt it was not a good
location, and asked for it to be relocated further west. The facility will now be placed in the
aquatic centre parking lot, further west of the originally identified location. It will be located in
the landscaping strip between the sidewalk and the aquatic centre car park, and will necessitate
the removal of one tree. This has been authorized by the Parks Maintenance Department.

The original rights of way which are now not needed will be discharged from title.
Analysis

In order for the undergrounding project to proceed to design, Hydro require rights of way to
accommodate the necessary works. The two new locations are satisfactory to Hydro,
Engineering, Facilities, Parks, and Seniors Centre staff.

The two new rights of way are as per the attached survey plan. They will each accommodate a
switching kiosk (known as a Mark II kiosk) and a smaller low profile transformer.

Financial Impact

The City will pay for the discharge of the two existing rights of way ($50.00 each) and for the
survey and registration of the new rights of way ($425.00). These costs will be funded from the
undergrounding project which is a Hydro/City initiative, account no. 1501-40-000-PROPA-
0000-40209.

Conclusion

Council approval is required to register the BC Hydro right of way on City property.
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