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Gateway Theatre produced The Secret 
Garden, as part of its 20th anniversary season.
Photo courtesy of David Cooper.

The City continues to expand its bike routes 
to support commuter and recreational 
cycling.

New community shuttles improved transit 
service within Richmond.

Livable

• Richmond City Council adopted an Intercultural Strategic Plan, which 
was prepared by the Richmond Intercultural Advisory Committee. 
The plan outlines the City’s role of  working with community 
cultural organizations to enhance intercultural welcome, inclusion, 
and harmony. The Committee also hosted a forum for community 
organizations, businesses, and public on various approaches to 
intercultural education. 

• An outreach program was initiated in East Richmond to provide support, 
information, and proactive programs for South Asian Canadian youth 
at risk and their families. This is a multi-agency collaboration under the 
leadership of  the East Richmond Community Association and with 
the involvement of  the City, the Richmond School Board, the RCMP, 
and other agencies. 

• The long awaited Richmond-Airport-Vancouver (RAV) rapid transit 
line received approval in 2004. The line will be constructed as an 
elevated system. It will run along No. 3 Road in Richmond, over the 
Fraser River, and into Vancouver along Cambie Street. The line will 
include an extension to the Vancouver International Airport on Sea 
Island. It is expected to be completed by 2009.

• A number of  transit enhancements were made in 2004, including 
the addition of  two community shuttles, new service between the 
Tsawwassen ferry terminal and airport station, new links to Surrey, and 
to Burnaby during peak hours, increased service to UBC, a night bus 
service to Richmond from Vancouver, and increased 98 B-line service 
to Vancouver. 

• Cycling enhancements included upgrading the Oak Street Bridge bike 
access ramp, with funding from the BC Ministry of  Transportation. 
Bike lanes were added to Garden City Road from Bridgeport to 
River Roads and extended along Westminster Highway. As well, the 
Westminster Highway off-street bike path was extended between 
No. 7 and No. 8 Roads.

• City Council appointed a parking advisory committee with 
representatives from retail centres, merchants, residents, and workers 
to advise on parking matters in the city.

• Richmond was one of  10 recipients nation-wide of  Transport Canada’s 
Intelligent Transportation System partnership funding. The funds will 
be used for the development of  a traffic signal pre-emption system 
which will allow emergency vehicles, transit buses, and other priority 
vehicles to activate traffic signal changes.

• Major road enhancements in 2004 included the extension of  Garden 
City Way and Leslie Road to improve City Centre traffic flow and 
provide access to new developments. As well, numerous traffic 
calming measures and traffic and pedestrian safety initiatives were 
implemented.
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Well-Managed
In striving to be the most well-managed community in Canada, the City 
of  Richmond is committed to providing municipal services in a cost 
effective, customer friendly, and environmentally sustainable manner. 
Financial sustainability is a key consideration for the City and this 
was reflected in 2004 through numerous cost efficiency measures and 
initiatives to reduce energy consumption. As well, the City continued to 
place an emphasis on economic development to ensure the long term 
economic health of  the community. To this end, the City conducted 
numerous sessions with business leaders to hear first-hand their 
experience and concerns related to operating a business in Richmond. 
Ongoing projects to upgrade the City’s roads, sewers, water works, 
pump stations, dykes, parks, facilities, and other infrastructure are 
conducted in sustainable and financially responsible ways, ensuring 
that these systems will continue to effectively meet immediate and long 
term needs of  this growing community. 
Providing excellent service to customers is fundamental to how the 
City conducts business. Customer service initiatives in 2004 included 
enhanced tracking of  building permits, redesign of  the City’s web site, 
linking the City’s online geographic information system with residential 
real estate listings, and a redesigned customer service area for the 
Richmond Museum and Archives. 
Community engagement and consultation are hallmarks of  Richmond’s 
service delivery. In 2004, a series of  public open houses were hosted 
to provide information and to seek community input into a number of  
projects and initiatives, including capital works projects, the parks and 
recreation master planning process, the Richmond Oval project, the 
RAV project, area planning, and more. 
Richmond has been recognized for its environmental leadership and 
sustainability initiatives. In 2004, some of  these initiatives included the 
introduction of  voluntary residential water metering, the testing of  
an alternate fuel in heavy vehicles, numerous energy savings projects, 
ongoing recycling programs, and public environmental education and 
engagement.
The City of  Richmond is continually asked to share its experience 
and best practices with cities and other agencies worldwide. To help 
facilitate this knowledge sharing and network building, Richmond 
hosted a unique conference for local government administrative staff  
in 2004, focussed on providing service that is “Better in Every Way.”

Photo:

To enhance community safety, the City 
introduced cycling patrols of Richmond parks.

The City of Richmond 
provides municipal 
services in a cost effective, 
customer friendly, and 
environmentally sustainable 
way.

Well-Managed
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Upgrading urban infrastructure is a priority 
for the City.

A new Fire, Police, and Ambulance 
communications protocol improves 
emergency response.

The City hosts educational programs to 
encourage environmental practices.

Achievements
• In an effort to enhance emergency response, Richmond initiated an 

integrated emergency communication pilot project. The first of  its 
kind in North America, this project uses an existing but underutilized 
E-Comm radio technology to provide a common communication 
link for all emergencies between the City Fire-Rescue department, the 
provincial ambulance service, and the federal police force (RCMP). 
This increases communication and coordination of  all responders in 
an emergency so that the right help arrives in the right way and in the 
timeliest manner. Other cities around the world are looking to learn 
from Richmond’s example.

• The City and the Vancouver International Airport Authority 
worked together to develop a policy to guide aircraft noise sensitive 
development. The policy designates allowable residential and non-
residential developments in specific aircraft noise areas, along with 
noise mitigation measures required.

• In 2004, the City launched its voluntary residential water metering 
program. Under the program, homeowners pay for water and sewer 
service based on how much they use, rather than on a flat rate system. 
Participants in the program also received low-flow shower heads, 
faucet aerators, and toilet water saving devices. As an additional water 
conservation initiative, the City offered rainwater barrels to residents 
at a subsidized rate to collect rainwater for garden and lawn use. 

• Richmond joined four other municipalities in testing biodiesel, a 
cleaner fuel alternative, in its heavy duty vehicles. This fuel is partially 
made from natural oils, such as vegetable oil, animal fat, and used 
cooking oil and has significantly fewer pollutants than conventional 
diesel. 

• A number of  energy saving projects were initiated this year resulting 
in a reduction of  energy use and accompanying operating cost savings. 
The City’s recycling program, another successful environmental 
initiative, collected 22,850 tonnes of  recyclable materials in 2004 
through curb side and drop-off  recycling.

• Richmond’s ongoing dedication to environmental sustainability 
was reflected in public sessions on sustainability, in its information 
program on the environmentally friendly disposal of  cooking grease, 
and the City’s use of  environmentally friendly cleaning products. To 
support its commitment to ‘green’ cleaning, the City undertook a 
facility audit to evaluate cleaning techniques and products. As well, 
new interdepartmental procedures were developed for pollution 
prevention and the management of  pollution incidents in the city. 

• The City of  Richmond and the Musqueam First Nation signed an 
historic Memorandum of  Understanding in 2004, agreeing to work 
together to achieve a transfer of  the federal government’s surplus 
55-hectare Garden City land parcel to community ownership.
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The East Richmond Environmental Youth 
Corps takes on environmental projects.

Richmond tested biodiesel, a cleaner fuel 
alternative, in its heavy vehicles.

Well-Managed

• Richmond enhanced its service related to animal bylaw enforcement 
by taking over responsibility for dog licensing, animal complaints, and 
dangerous dogs. As well, to enhance public safety, bylaw bike patrols 
were introduced in parks and along the dykes for animal control and 
other bylaw compliance. 

• The City and East Richmond Environmental Youth Corps hosted 
a program to remove invasive plant species from the natural area at 
No. 7 Road Pier on the north arm of  the Fraser River. 

• As a salute to the efforts of  volunteers in the Partners for Beautification 
Program and in recognition of  the City’s 125th anniversary, 125 trees 
were planted in McDonald Beach Park, accompanied by a recognition 
ceremony. 

• A building permit tracking system was implemented, enabling the 
City to track an application throughout the approval process to 
ensure that timelines are met, to streamline the process, and to 
provide follow-up to the applicant in an efficient manner. 

• The City of  Richmond hosted a very successful conference for over 
100 local government administrative staff  from across the province. 
With the theme, “Better in Every Way” the sold out conference offered 
professional training opportunities in areas such as performance and 
productivity, leadership and communication, and wellness and self-
improvement.

• The City’s web site was redesigned in 2004 with new features including 
a more user friendly navigation system, a parks data base, emergency 
preparedness information, and the linking of  residential properties 
for sale with the City’s geographic information system. 

• The City’s earliest bylaws from 1879 to 1914 were cleaned, repaired, 
and rebound by a conservationist as part of  the Richmond Archives’ 
125 project. This work will ensure the preservation of  these important 
historical records for the future. As well, the Archives and Museum 
offices were renovated this year to improve community access and 
service.

In commemoration of the City’s 125th anniversary,125 trees were planted at the popular 
McDonald Beach Park.
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City of Richmond 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars) 

Years ended December 31, 2004 and 2003 

10

9. Equity in capital assets: 

  2004 2003 

Balance, beginning of year $ 935,223 $ 877,631 

Capital additions (net) 27,927 58,403 
Repayment of debt 4,563 3,958 
Repayment (additions) to capital leases 130 (4,769) 
Change in equity in capital assets 32,620 57,592 

Balance, end of year $ 967,843 $ 935,223 

10. Reserves: 

   Change  
  2003 during year 2004 

Reserve funds: 
Capital expenditure reserve $ 34,642 $ 15,149 $ 49,791 
Steveston road ends 478 340 818 
Equipment reserve 15,150 (1,438) 13,712 
Affordable housing reserve 5,476 225 5,701 
Steveston off-street parking reserve 80 3 83 
Capital building and infrastructure 3,455 4,867 8,322 
Neighbourhood improvement reserve 2,850 907 3,757 
Waterfront improvement reserve 874 484 1,358 
Child care facility 115 (26) 89 
Public art 317 143 460 
Local improvements reserve 3,415 955 4,370 
Special sports reserve 1,034 (410) 624 
Water main replacement reserve 23,610 3,346 26,956 
Drainage improvement reserve 868 1,257 2,125 
Sewer lateral replacement reserve 14,955 (288) 14,667 
Leisure facilities reserve - 129  129 
  107,319 25,643 132,962 

Reserves: 
Future elections 116 89 205 
Appeal board decisions 427 632 1,059 
Legal settlements 2,165 123 2,288 
Major road networks rehabilitation reserve 1,833 1,153 2,986 
  4,541 1,997 6,538 

  $ 111,860 $ 27,640 $ 139,500 

City of Richmond Financial Section
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City of Richmond 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars) 

Years ended December 31, 2004 and 2003 

11

11. Appropriated surplus: 

  2004 2003 

Appropriated surplus, beginning of the year  $ 34,649 $ 26,468 
Addition in the year 26,968 30,000 
Usage (13,462) (21,819) 

Appropriated surplus, end of year $ 48,155 $ 34,649 

Surplus amounts are appropriated or reserved for certain types of expenditures that may be 
incurred in the future.  Surplus appropriations to December 31, 2004 have been made in the 
General, Waterworks and Sewerworks Funds.  These expenditures would be for such items as 
unexpected human resource issues, emergency or disaster recovery, debt requirements and 
future capital maintenance programs. 

12. Employee future benefits: 

The City provides certain post-employment benefits, compensated absences, and termination 
benefits to its employees.  These benefits include accumulated non-vested sick leave and post-
employment benefits. 

  2004 2003 

Accrued benefit liability: 

Balance, beginning of the year $ 19,736 $ 19,528 
Current service cost 1,045 1,002 
Interest cost 1,089 1,078 
Benefits paid (3,587) (1,872) 

Balance, end of year $ 18,283 $ 19,736 

An actuarial valuation for these benefits was performed to determine the City’s accrued benefit 
obligation as at December 31, 2004.  The difference between the actuarially determined accrued 
benefit obligation of $18.9 million and the accrued benefit liability of $18.3 million as at 
December 31, 2004 is an actuarial loss of $0.6 million.  Starting in 2005, this actuarial loss will be 
amortized over a period equal to the employees’ average remaining service lifetime. 

Actuarial assumptions used to determine the City’s accrued benefit obligation are as follows: 

    2004 2003 

Discount rate 5.00% 5.50% 
Expected future inflation rate 2.00% 2.00% 
Expected wage and salary range increases 3.50% 3.50% 
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Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars) 

Years ended December 31, 2004 and 2003 

12

13. Commitments and contingencies: 

(a) Joint and several liabilities: 

As a member of the following districts, the City is jointly and severally liable for each district’s 
applicable portion of the net capital liability: 

Greater Vancouver Regional District 
Greater Vancouver Water District 
Greater Vancouver Sewerage and Drainage District 

(b) Lease payments: 

As at December 31, 2004 the City was committed to lease payments for premises and 
equipment in the following approximate amounts: 

2004  $ 3,736 
2005  3,857 
2006  3,746 
2007  3,787 
2008  3,759 
Thereafter  74,108 

(c) Litigation: 

There are several lawsuits pending in which the City is involved.  The outcome and amounts 
that may be payable, if any, under these claims cannot be determined and, accordingly, no 
amounts have been recorded. 

(d) Municipal Insurance Association of British Columbia: 

The City is a participant in the Municipal Insurance Association of British Columbia 
(the “Association”).  Should the Association pay out claims in excess of premiums received it 
is possible that the City, along with other participants, would be required to contribute 
towards the deficit. 

(e) Pensions: 

The City and its employees contribute to the Municipal Pension Plan (the “Plan”), a jointly 
trusteed pension plan governed by the B.C. Public Sector Pension Plans Act.  The Plan is a 
multi-employer contributory defined benefit pension plan with about 130,000 active 
contributors, including approximately 29,000 contributors from local governments.  Basic 
pension benefits provided are defined.  The board of trustees, representing plan members 
and employees, is fully responsible for overseeing management of the pension plan, 
including investment of the assets and administration of the benefits.  The British Columbia 
Pension Corporation provides pension benefit administration services and the British 
Columbia Investment Management Corporation provides investment management services 
for the Plan. 

City of Richmond Financial Section
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City of Richmond 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 
(Tabular amounts expressed in thousands of dollars) 

Years ended December 31, 2004 and 2003 

13

13. Commitments and contingencies (continued): 

(e) Pensions (continued): 

Every three years an actuarial valuation is performed to assess the financial position of the 
Plan and the adequacy of Plan funding.  The most recent valuation as at December 31, 2003 
indicates an unfunded liability of $789 million for basic pension benefits.  The next valuation 
will be as at December 31, 2006 with results available in 2007.  The actuary does not 
attribute portions of the unfunded liability to individual employers.  Each employer expenses 
contributions to the Plan in the year in which payments are made.  Contributions to the Plan 
by the City totaled approximately $4,807,167 (2003 - $5,322,478). 

(f) Contractual obligation: 

The City has entered into various agreements with contracts for services and construction 
with periods ranging beyond one year.  These commitments are in accordance with budgets 
passed by Council.  Included in these commitments is the commitment to contribute 
$95.0 million toward the construction of the facility to house the Olympic Oval. 

(g) E-Comm Emergency Communications for Southwest British Columbia (“E-Comm”): 

The City is a shareholder and member of E-Comm whose services provided include:  
regional 9-1-1 call centre for the Greater Vancouver Regional District; Wide Area Radio 
network; dispatch operations; and records management.  The City has 2 Class A shares and 
1 Class B share (of a total of 20 Class A and 26 Class B shares issued and outstanding at 
December 31, 2004).  Class A shareholders are obligated to share in both funding the 
ongoing operations and any additional costs relating to capital assets (in accordance with a 
cost sharing formula) while Class B shareholders are not obligated to share in funding of the 
ongoing operating costs. 

14. Trust funds: 

Certain assets have been conveyed or assigned to the City to be administered as directed by 
agreement or statute.  The City holds the assets for the benefit of and stands in fiduciary 
relationship to the beneficiary.  The following trust funds are excluded from the City’s financial 
statements.

  2004 2003 

Richmond Community Associations $ 1,075 $ 1,002 
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14

15. Collections for other governments: 

The City is obligated to collect and transmit certain taxation revenue on behalf of other 
government bodies.  These funds are excluded from the City’s financial statements since they 
are not revenue of the City.  Such taxes collected and remitted to the government bodies during 
the year were as follows: 

  2004 2003 

Province of British Columbia - Schools $ 98,179 $ 94,370 
Regional District and others 18,488 17,760 

  $ 116,667 $ 112,130 

16. Expenditures by object: 

  2004 2003 

Wages, salaries and benefits $ 84,846 $ 83,412 
Contract services 31,311 29,034 
Supplies, materials and equipment 80,671 96,375 
Debt charges 7,491 7,917 

  $ 204,319 $ 216,738 

City of Richmond Financial Section
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2004 Permissive Property Tax Exemptions

Photo:

1889. Construction of the North Arm Bridge provided a vital 
link between Richmond and Vancouver. This first bridge, 
also known as the Marpole Bridge, was retired in 1957 upon 
completion of the Oak Street Bridge. The photo is looking 
north from Sea Island, in the same general location as the 
Arthur Laing Bridge, which was built in 1976.

City of Richmond Archives Photograph  1977 2 1.
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2004 Permissive Property Tax Exemptions
In accordance with Section 98 (2)(b) of  the Community Charter, we disclose that the following properties were 
provided permissive property tax exemptions by Richmond City Council in 2004.  Permissive tax exemptions 
are those exemptions granted by bylaw in accordance with Section 224 of  the Community Charter. 

Property / Organization Address 2004 Municipal 
Tax Exempted

Churches and Religious Properties

B.C. Muslim Association 12300 Blundell Road $ 2,034

Bakerview Gospel Chapel 8991 Francis Road 598

Beth Tikvah Congregation  9711 Geal Road 2,710

Bethany Baptist Church 22680 Westminster Highway 3,159

Brighouse United Church 8151 Bennett Road 1,969

Broadmoor Baptist Church 8140 Saunders Road 1,918

Canadian Martyrs Parish 5771 Granville Avenue 4,164

Christian and Missionary Alliance 3360 Sexmith Road 805

Christian Reformed Church 9280 No. 2 Road 1,992

Church of  God 10011 No. 5 Road 1,327

Church of  Latter Day Saints 8440 Williams Road 2,305

Church of  World Messianity 10380 Odlin Road 878

Cornerstone Evangelical Baptist Church 12011 Blundell Road 1,252

Eitz Chaim Synagogue 8080 Francis Road 2,519

Faith Evangelical Church 11960 Montego Street 741

Fraserview Mennonite Brethren Church 11295 Mellis Drive 1,408

Fujian Evangelical Church 12200 Blundell Road 1,628

Gilmore Park United Church 8060 No. 1 Road 1,485

Immanuel Christian Reformed Church 7600 No. 4 Road 1,695

India Cultural Centre 8600 No. 5 Road 795

International Buddhist Society 9120 Steveston Highway 416

International Buddhist Society 9160 Steveston Highway 1,393

Lansdowne Congregation of  Jehovah’s Witnesses 11014 Westminster Highway 1,451

Larch St. Gospel Meeting Room 8020 No. 5 Road 729

Ling Yen Mountain Temple 10060 No. 5 Road 925

Nanaksar Gurdwara Gursikh Temple 18691 Westminster Highway 2,279
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2004 Permissive Property Tax Exemptions

Churches and Religious Properties continued . . .

North Richmond Alliance Church 9140 Granville Avenue $ 832

Our Savior Lutheran Church 6340 No. 4 Road 1,645

Parish of  St. Alban’s 7260 St. Albans Road 2,700

Patterson Road Assembly 9291 Walford Street 168

Peace Mennonite Church 11571 Daniels Road 5,130

Richmond Alliance Church 11371 No. 3 Road 2,712

Richmond Baptist Church 6640 Blundell Road 1,425

Richmond Baptist Church 6560 Blundell Road 376

Richmond Bethel Mennonite Church 10160 No. 5 Road 7,951

Richmond Chinese Alliance Church 10100 No. 1 Road 1,390

Richmond Chinese Evangelical Free Church 8040 No. 5 Road 809

Richmond Gospel Society 9160 Dixon Avenue 2,441

Richmond Pentecostal Church 9300 Westminster Highway 1,484

Richmond Presbyterian Church 7111 No. 2 Road 1,226

Richmond Sea Island United Church 8711 Cambie Road 2,192

Sakya Tsechen Thubten Ling Association 9471 Beckwith Road 228

Salvation Army Church 8280 Gilbert Road 1,260

Shia Muslim Community 8580 No. 5 Road 2,742

South Arm United Church 11051 No. 3 Road 2,145

St. Anne’s Anglican Church 4071 Francis Road 729

St. Edward’s Anglican Church 10111 Bird Road 1,045

St. Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church 13780 Westminster Highway 424

St. Joseph the Worker Roman Catholic Church 4451 Williams Road 8,009

St. Monica’s Roman Catholic Church 12011 Woodhead Road 2,617

St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Parish 8251 St. Albans Road 5,679

Steveston Buddhist Temple 4360 Garry Street 2,345

Steveston Congregation Jehovah’s Witnesses 4260 Williams Road 1,161

Steveston Gospel Chapel 10351 No. 1 Road 1,250

Steveston United Church 3720 Broadway Street 714

Steveston United Church 3760 Broadway Street 355

Steveston United Church 3780 Broadway Street 297



54

City of Richmond 2004 Annual Report

Churches and Religious Properties continued . . .

Subramaniya Swamy Temple 8840 No. 5 Road $ 296

The Ismaili Jamatkhana and Centre 4010 Canada Way 1,347

Towers Baptist Church 10311 Albion Road 2,243

Trinity Lutheran Church 7100 Granville Avenue 1,023

Ukrainian Catholic Church 8700 Railway Avenue 655

Vancouver Airport Chaplaincy 3211 Grant McConachie Way 248

Vancouver Gospel Society 7431 Francis Road 338

Vancouver Gospel Society 8851 Heather Street 487

Vancouver Gospel Society 11331 Williams Road 304

Vancouver International Buddhist Progress Society 6690-8181 Cambie Road 2,416

Vedic Cultural Society of  B.C. 8200 No. 5 Road 145

West Richmond Gospel Hall 5651 Francis Road 788

World Harvest Church 200-7451 Elmbridge Way 1,391

Recreation, Child Care, and Community Service Properties

Cook Road Children’s Centre 8300 Cook Road $ 1,785

Kinsmen Club of  Richmond 11851 Westminster Highway 2,656

Navy League of  Canada 7411 River Road 1,198

Richmond Caring Place 7000 Minoru Boulevard 40,931

Richmond Health Services Society 5411 Moncton Street 2,785

Richmond Lawn Bowling Club 6133 Bowling Green Road 239

Richmond Rod and Gun Club 7760 River Road 8,376

Richmond Tennis Club 6820 Gilbert Road 8,568

Richmond Winter Club 5540 Hollybridge Way 55,570

Riverside Children’s Centre 5862 Dover Crescent 1,514

Terra Nova Children’s Centre 6011 Blanchard Drive 1,577

Treehouse Learning Centre 5500 Andrews Road 1,826
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Private Educational Properties

B.C. Muslim Association 12300 Blundell Road $ 13,279

Choice Learning Centre 20451 Westminster Highway 4,298

Cornerstone Christian Academy School 12011 Blundell Road 1,570

Richmond Christian School Association 5240 Woodwards Road 17,361

Richmond Jewish Day School 8760 No. 5 Road 14,005

St. Joseph the Worker Church & School 4451 Williams Road 13,330

Senior Citizen Housing 

Anavets Senior Citizens Housing 11820 No. 1 Road $ 9,282

Richmond Health Services Society 11771 Fentiman Place 19,741

Richmond Kiwanis Senior Citizens Housing 320-8171 Cook Road 28,548

Richmond Legion #5 Senior Citizen Society 7251 Langton Road 18,511

Community Care Facilities

Canadian Mental Health Association 7351 Elmbridge Way $ 6,317

Canadian Mental Health Association 8911 Westminster Highway 6,321

Development Disabilities Association 6531 Azure Road 1,127

Development Disabilities Association 7951 Sunnymede Crescent 1,596

Development Disabilities Association 8400 Robinson Road 1,288

Greater Vancouver Community Service 4811 Williams Road 1,479

Pinegrove Place, Mennonite Care Home Society 11331 Mellis Drive 16,201

Richmond Society for Community Living 9580 Pendleton Road 5,324

Richmond Society for Community Living 303-7560 Moffatt Road 639

Richmond Society for Community Living 9-11020 No. 1 Road 890

Richmond Society for Community Living 5635 Steveston Highway 3,968

Richmond Society for Community Living 4433 Francis Road 1,112

Rosewood Manor, Richmond Intermediate Care Society 6260 Blundell Road 26,321

2004 Permissive Property Tax Exemptions
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Photo:

1915. Farming was one of Richmond’s prime industries, supplying 
milk, berries, vegetables, fruit, grains, and beef for the Vancouver 
and New Westminster markets. This is a photo of the Rose family 
farm, with its modest homestead. Agriculture continues to play an 
important role in Richmond’s economy and community character. 

City of Richmond Archives Photograph  1978 31 25.
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City of Richmond Population 1994 - 2004

Immigrant Status of 
Richmond Residents by 
Period of Immigration 

Source: City of Richmond Policy Planning Department. 
Note: Population includes an estimate of Census undercount.

Richmond’s Population 
by Mother Tongue

Source: Statistics Canada 2001 Census.

Source: Statistics Canada 2001 Census.

City of Richmond Statistical Section
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Education Profile of Richmond Residents 
Age 20 Years and Over

Source: Statistics Canada 2001 Census.

Occupations of Richmond Residents

Source: Statistics Canada 2001 Census.
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Jobs in Richmond by Occupation

Richmond Business Licences 2000 - 2004

Source:  Statistics Canada, 2001 Census, Custom Tabulations.

Source: City of Richmond Business Licence System.
Represents valid licences as at December 31.

City of Richmond Statistical Section
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Housing Starts in Richmond 1995 - 2004

Richmond Housing Units by Type 2004

Source:  City of Richmond building permit data.

Source:  City of Richmond tax and permit data.
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Source:  City of Richmond, building permits records.  Includes projects receiving final permits.

New Dwelling Units Constructed 1994 - 2004

Construction Value of Building Permits 
Issued 1994 - 2004 (in $000’s)

Source:  City of Richmond building permit data.
Note: Includes all projects - new, additions, alterations.  Hotels and farm buildings are included in residential; assembly permits are included in 
commercial.  Institutional, government, and miscellaneous permits not included in totals.

City of Richmond Statistical Section
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City of Richmond Budgeted Capital Construction Costs 
2000 - 2004 (in $000’s)

Source: City of Richmond Finance Department.

City of Richmond Debt Per Capita 2000 - 2004

Source: City of Richmond Finance Department.
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Breakdown of Residential Property Tax Bill 2004

Source: City of Richmond Finance Department.

Breakdown of $1 of Municipal Tax 2004

Source: City of Richmond Finance Department.

City of Richmond Statistical Section
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2004 Tax Rates

City of 
Richmond

School - 
Province 

of BC

Greater 
Vancouver 

Regional 
District

BC 
Assessment 

Authority

Municipal 
Finance 

Authority

Greater 
Vancouver 

Transit 
Authority

Residential 3.46533 3.03850 0.09727 0.10570 0.00030 0.27520
Business 11.30386 9.90000 0.23829 0.29590 0.00010 1.63600
Light Industrial 14.08157 9.90000 0.33069 0.29590 0.00050 2.27250
Seasonal 1.45044 4.50000 0.09726 0.10570 0.00020 0.27520
Major Industrial 11.19138 12.50000 0.33069 0.54240 0.00050 2.27250
Farm 8.03856 6.80000 0.09726 0.10570 0.00020 0.27520
Utilities 40.00000 15.00000 0.34042 0.54240 0.00050 2.33770

Source: City of Richmond Finance Department.

2004 General Revenue Fund Assessment and 
Taxation by Property Class (in $000’s)

Assessment
% of Assessment 

by Class Taxation
% of Taxation 

by Class

Residential $     16,138,321 76.9% $      55,922 50.4%
Business 4,332,144 20.6% 48,965 44.2%
Light Industrial 313,809 1.5% 4,419 4.0%
Seasonal 91,887 0.4% 133 0.1%
Major Industrial 74,294 0.4% 831 0.7%
Farm 25,721 0.1% 207 0.2%
Utilities 10,590 0.1% 424 0.4%
Total $  20,986,766 100.0% $  110,901 100.0%

Source: City of Richmond Finance Department.

Taxes Collected on Behalf of Taxing Authorities (in $000’s)
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

City of Richmond $    89,538 $    95,345 $  100,520 $  105,588 $  110,901 
School - Province of BC 89,972 90,855 91,733 94,370 98,179 
GVRD 2,693 2,678 2,693 2,503 2,764 
BC Assessment Authority 3,460 3,269 3,252 3,209 3,174 
GVTA 9,595 9,673 11,593 12,048 12,550
Other 5,223 5,223 5,238 5,757 5,513 
Total Taxes $ 200,481 $ 207,043 $ 215,029 $ 223,475 $ 233,081

Source: City of Richmond Finance Department.
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Long Term Debt Repayments Relative 
to Expenditures (in $000’s)
General Revenue Fund 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Long Term Debt Repayments $ 5,341 $  4,570 $ 4,491 $ 4,927 $ 6,149 
General Expenditures $  133,534 $ 141,916 $ 136,716 $ 143,231 $ 141,483 
Repayments as % of Expenditures 4.0% 3.2% 3.3% 3.4% 4.4%

Waterworks Revenue Fund
Long Term Debt Repayments $  488 $ 218 $ 215 $ 193 $ 0   
Water Expenditures $ 16,752 $ 17,072 $ 19,813 $ 13,345 $ 14,402 
Repayments as % of Expenditures 2.9% 1.3% 1.1% 1.5% 0.0%

Sewerworks Revenue Fund
Long Term Debt Repayments $ 7,282 $ 6,681 $ 8,073 $ 6,756 $ 6,036 
Sewer Expenditures $ 18,710 $ 17,632 $ 18,756 $ 16,485 $ 17,620
Repayments as % of Expenditures 38.9% 37.9% 43.0% 41.0% 34.3%

Note: Expenditures do not include capital and infrastructure investments. 
Source: City of Richmond Finance Department.

2004 Consolidated Revenues by Source

City of Richmond Statistical Section

Source: City of Richmond Finance Department.
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