City of Richmond Report to Committee
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To: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Service Date:  April 25, 2005 ma_jgg‘/os“
Committee

From: Terry Crowe File: 01-0100-20-RPAR1-01
Manager, Policy Planning

Re: PUBLIC ART COMMISSION 2004 ANNUAL REPORT AND 2005 WORK PLAN

Staff Recommendation

1. That as per the report dated April 25 2005 from the Manager, Policy Planning:
The Richmond Public Art Commission 2005 Work Plan be approved.

2. $125,000 be transferred from the Public Art Provision Account (#2441) to Public Art
Project #40853, to be used for foreseeable future public art projects.

Ty Crotwe
anager, Policy Planning
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Staff Report
Origin

The purpose of the report is to present the Public Art Commission’s 2004 Annual Report
and 2005 work program for approval.

Findings Of Fact

Program Purpose and Context

The purpose of the Richmond Public Art Program is enhance people’s quality of life and
enjoyment of their community through the integration of public art into parks, streets,
public spaces, public and private developments. The Richmond Public Art Program
assists in achieving Richmond’s vision “to be the most appealing, liveable and well-
managed community in Canada”.

Public Art Program [mplementation

There are several ways in which public art is funded and created in Richmond:

1. City public art projects, which are funded from City and private contributions.

2. Private sector public art projects, which are voluntarily funded from private
contributions.

3. Community public art projects, which are funded from City, community and non-
profit contributions.

2004 Annual Report & Year 2005 Work Plan
The Public Art Commission 2004 Annual Report and Year 2005 Work Plan (Attachment
1) highlight the key activities undertaken in 2004 and proposed work tasks for 2005.

Public Art Funding Accounts
The current funding for publlc art is as follows

FLIb“cAl't (it A o ! ' 4 AT
Program ”;‘,}“,{',;;,f"" - ‘Proposed Action | Balance
_ Accounts i i R S
Public Art Statutory
Reserve $261,818 | Leave in Reserve $261,818
(unauthorized)
:;ggg; LEvQIeR! %:29.000 $45,000 is proposed for the East Richmond
Public Art Project +$16,000 G:F:E?nru;g Place Project (Council report 0
#40853 $ 45,000 | PeN9ng
Public Art Provision $125,000 is proposed to be transferred to
Account (#2441) $250,000 | o' spent in 2005/06 $125,000
Total $556,818 | $171,000 to be spent in 2005/06 $386,818

Current Public Art Project Status

With the recent Council approvals to allocate public art funds to “The Steveston Legacy
Project” and the “Gateway Theatre Fly Tower Wall Art Project”, the remaining public art
funds from approved project #40802 and #40853 is $45,000.
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The $46,000 has already been earmarked for the East Richmond Gathering Place Project,
which is to be presented for Council’s consideration in the spring of 2005. (The
Gathering Place Project is a community collaborative project that includes considerable
participation from the East Richmond Community Association and the corporate
community.)

Status of Public Art Funding

On December 31, 2001, Council transferred $250,000 from the 2001 Public Art Statutory
Reserve to the Public Art Provision Account (#2441), subject to staff undertaking a
review of the program.

In 2001, the Public Art Program were reviewed, and it was concluded that the Program
provided substantial merit, investment and vibrancy to the City, and that there is
considerable community support for this Program. These findings were presented to
Council on July 9", 2002.

With Council’s interest to support future public art projects (e.g., Minoru Horse Statue
Project) and to take advantage of upcoming public art project opportunities and
partnerships, as they arise, staff recommend that in 2005 $125,000 from the Public Art
Provision Account (#2441) be approved for spending in 2005/06 as per the 2005 Public
Art Commission Work Program. This involves Council approval to transfer $125,000
from the Public Art Provision Account (#2441) to be spent in 2005/06.

Anticipated 2005 Public Art Projects
On average, the City approves 4 to 8 public art projects each year, ranging from $30,000
to $60,000 each.

At this point, it is anticipated that the $125,000 will be spent on the following projects to
be approved by Council:

2 King George Park (e.g. East Richmond Gathering Place Project)

Terra Nova North west Quadrant Rural Park

McLennan South Park

No. 1 Road Pump Station

Shell Road Greenway

Garden City Community Park

Steveston Water Park

Others, as may arise

UooOog@Eg

Analysis

The 2004 Annual Report and proposed 2005 Work Plan demonstrate a high level of
volunteerism, professionalism and commitment to quality public art in Richmond.
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Financial Impact

It 1s recommended that $125,000 be transferred from the Public Art Provision
Account (#2441) to Public Art Project # 40853, to be spent in 2005/06.

Conclusion

The Public Art Commission’s 2004 Annual Report is presented and the 2005 Work Plan
1s recommended for approval.

Senior Planner
(4188)
KEH:cas
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ATTACHMENT 1

2004 Annual Report
&
2005 Work Plan
Richmond Public Art Commission
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2004 Annual Report
Richmond Public Art Commission (RPAC)

2004 Public Art Commission
Diana (Willa) Walsh, Chair

Leo Mol, Vice Chair

Detlef (Dick) Aporta

Dan Campbell

Valerie Jones

Chris Keatley

Alex Schick

Cliff Vincenzi

Council Liaison: Linda Barnes
City Staff: Kari Huhtala & Suzanne Greening

Richmond Arts Strategy

On August 30, 2004, City Council endorsed the Richmond Arts Strategy that provides a vision and direction
for the arts in Richmond. It identifies needs and gaps within the community, areas of focus for the City and
opportunities for expanding the economic contribution of the cultural sector.

The arts in Richmond encompass a vast array: visual arts, performing arts, literary arts, professional and
amateur arts, arts festivals, cultural industries, artists, participants and patrons, and public and community art
projects.

Vision for the Arts in Richmond

Richmond believes that a diversity of arts experiences and the arts and artists who express
them are integral to an enriched quality of life. Therefore, Richmond's vision for the arts is:
Richmond is a welcoming and inclusive community where culture and arts activity are
celebrated and supported.
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Public Art Projects

These 2004 initiatives have increased public awareness and participation in the public art process.

“Katsura Gate” (a City initiative) by Claudia Cuesta and Bill Baker will be situated in the Katsura
Neighbourhood Park, McLennan North in 2005. This artwork is funded by Cressey Developments. Itisa
large, gate artwork structure which integrates the community to the site, to nature and to myth and ritual. Tt
uses universal symbols which are recognized by all cultures. The art glass panels reflect the history, light and
vegetation of the area.

“House of Roots” (a City initiative) by Jeanette Lee will be placed in the new McLennan South Park in
early 2005. The artwork is funded by Amacon Development. The four-sided peak-roofed structure speaks to
the idea of “home” —a place where people live, and a place of growth and nurturing. It symbolically
connects the roots of the new surrounding community to its former landscaped past.
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“Grassland and Waterscapes™ (a City initiative) by Sylvia Tait showcases
artist-designed street banners that celebrate Richmond’s 125th birthday.
“Grasslands and WaterScapes” celebrates Richmond - Rich-Mond: considerable,
large, as in “‘mondo, multilingual, multi faceted— a place of diversity and activity; a
place of farmlands, water, grasses and Big Sky...flourishing....a place for Art and
Industry and Invention.

These banners were placed around City Hall and various entry points into Richmond
(e.g., No. 2 Road Bridge, Garden City Road and Sea Island Way).

“The Lions” by Arthur Cheng is located at the southwest corner of Alderbridge

Way and Garden City Road, and is immediately adjacent to The Lions Park residential development. The
artwork was funded by Polygon Homes. The sculptor used a realism style to portray the pair of lions. The
artwork (measuring 9 feet high, 6 feet wide and 9 feet long) sits on a sculpted stone. The bronze sculpture
was cast in one piece in China and transported to Richmond.

The male lion represents loyalty, duty and honour, while the female lion provides calm and peaceful support.
Together the lions symbolize harmony, happiness and stability.

“Shaping Hands” (a City initiative) by Bart Habermiller & Emily Barnett will be located at the new
Sea Island Fire Hall, adjacent to Burkeville. The sculpture “Shaping Hands”
links awareness of the individual’s contribution to a community’s strength and
safety. The single hand shape is an individual gesture that is combined with
multiple hands to form a woven solid sphere. The sphere represents unity, as
all the hands connect with each other in an uninterrupted flow.

The approach is to create a public artwork that provides an opportunity for
community involvement and visually demonstrates that activity. The artistic
team has taken hand impressions of Burkeville residents and firefighters from
Fire Hall No. 4. Approximately 90 individual hand impressions will be used
for the sculpture.
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The Lulu Series 2004 — Art in the City

A City initiative: The winning combination of a public lecture,
audience participation and an artistic performance continues to draw
an enthusiastic audience to the City’s Council Chambers. Four
programs enticed citizens out on dark, rainy nights to learn about:

0 The arts and the economy from Mavor Moore,

0 Environmental art from Patrick Dougherty and William Moore,
and

a  The new Creative Class of urbanites who are changing the
structure of innovative cities from Glen Murray.

The series culminated on January 21/05 at The Gateway Theatre with
a free night of the arts featuring:
0 Lister Sinclair (poetry),
0 Gloria Saarinen (pianist) and g :
a Ted Harrison (painter). . e Lo, B8

Over 300 people attended this highly successful evening. The performers received a standing ovation! This
was a cultural gift to our city.

Community Public Art Projects

In 2004 these community public art projects were begun:

0 West Richmond Community Centre and Hugh Boyd High School project. This is a unique
combination of community centre, school and public art initiatives. An “artist in residence” Mark
Glavina is working with art teachers at Hugh Boyd school to have students create public art for the

adjoining West Richmond Community Centre. So far, three ideas have been presented and will be
implemented in 2005.

3 East Richmond Community Centre “Gathering Place” project. The community centre will be
working with the Pomegranate Centre to create a “Gathering Place™ which will be the heart or centre
of the East Richmond community. Often a neglected area of the city, East Richmond now has its own
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halls, one accident involving a public artwork, and the first series of public art walks being published on
Tourism Richmond’s visitors” map.

The Richmond Arts Strategy document presented a wonderful vision of the arts and culture scene for
Richmond, giving us a blueprint for the future. Many goals specifically outlined were for public art.

Neighbourhoods were intensely involved with the public art process and this emphasized the participation
aspect of public art. East and West Richmond communities became engaged in public art initiatives and many
alliances were reinforced. This has all had a great impact on the creative energy of our city.

The City is wise to support an innovative public art program for Richmond. Cities with vibrant arts and
culture attract the creative thinkers who produce economic wealth and cultural health. Who knows, Richmond
may yet make it to the North American Creative City list!

Recommendations

1. That City Council accept the Richmond Public Art Commission 2004 Annual Report.
2. ThatCity Council approve the Richmond Public Art Commission 2005 Work Plan.

Willa Walsh,

Chair, Richmond Public Art Commission
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