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CITY OF RICHMOND

REPORT TO COUNCIL

TO: Richmond City Council DATE: May 25, 2000
FROM: Councillor Bill McNulty,

Chair, Corporate Sponsorship Committee
FILE: 7200-01

RE: Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League Steveston Park Fastball Outfield
Sponsorship Proposal

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

1. That Council authorize the Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League to erect temporary
advertising signage on the Steveston Park baseball diamond outfield fence during the
2000 baseball playing season as set out in Attachment 1.

2. That staff report to Council in October 2000 outlining a review of the pilot initiative and
recommendations for the future.

Councillor Bill McNulty,
Chair, Corporate Sponsorship Committee

Att.2
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STAFF REPORT

ORIGIN

The Richmond Men's Fastball League has approached the Parks Department with a proposal to
allow for the corporate sponsorship of advertising to be hung on the outfield fence of the
Steveston Park fastball playing field.  The proposal is outlined in a letter from the Richmond
Senior Men's Fastball League (Attachment 1).   This report outlines a possible process for a
pilot program of outfield signage sponsorship to be undertaken by the Richmond Senior Men's
Fastball League.

ANALYSIS

The Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League is one of the primary user groups of the fastball
diamond located in Steveston Park.  Over the years, this League has been diligent in
maintaining the fastball diamond with their volunteer time and through monies raised via
fundraising.  Examples of projects/field enhancements completed by the League include:

•  Field maintenance,
•  Fieldhouse construction
•  Bleecher construction
•  Cost shared retrofit of infield
•  Field lighting sponsorship
•  Scoreboard installation sponsorship
•  Storage area construction
•  Sponsorship of infield sprinkler system for infield
•  Construction of a concession stand
•  Other miscellaneous series of improvements to the fastball diamond in partnership with the

Parks Department.

The significant level of sponsorship and construction improvements/amenities provided to the
community by the Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League has proven to be successful in the
past and has provided park amenities above and beyond the level provided by the City.

Proposal Details

Through discussion with the Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League, the following proposal for
a one year pilot program for outfield signage sponsorship at the Steveston Park fastball
diamond is proposed.  The proposed signage is similar to the signage placed around hockey
rinks in the National Hockey League and found in most professional baseball playing field
outfield fences.

General

That the Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League be permitted to solicit corporate sponsors for
the purpose of installing advertising signage in the fastball outfield of the Steveston Park
baseball outfield fence as a pilot project for the 2000 ball playing season from April 2000 to
August 31, 2000.
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1. Proposed Terms for Sponsorship Approval

1.0 After securing prospective sponsors, the Richmond Senior Men's Fastball
League submit a complete list of proposed sponsors, to the City of Richmond
Parks Department for approval by the Corporate Sponsorship Committee.

1.1 Once the potential list of sponsors is approved, the Richmond Senior Men's
Fastball League be authorized in writing by the City of Richmond to proceed with
the construction of temporary sponsorship signs for installation on the outfield
fence at the Steveston Park fastball diamond outfield fence (Attachment 2).

2.0 Terms for Sign Creation/Installation/Maintenance and Removal

2.1 The Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League will be solely responsible for the
storage creation, installation, maintenance and removal of the temporary outfield
sponsorship signage at the Steveston Park fastball diamond, including any
financial implications.

2.2 The Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League will agree to install sponsorship
signage on a maximum of ten outfield fence sections to include a maximum of 10
4 foot by 8 foot temporary signs, or 20 - 4 foot by 4 foot half sections for the
purposes of this pilot project.

3.0 Revenue Sharing Agreement

3.1 The Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League will sign a written agreement
between themselves and the City of Richmond to ensure that 85% of all
sponsorship monies generated via this corporate sponsorship initiative be held in
trust by the Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League for the future expenditure of
a new fastball backstop fence for the Steveston Park fastball diamond.

3.2 The Richmond Senior Men’s Fastball League will agree to give 15% of all
sponsorship revenue generated to the City of Richmond to be held in trust for
future park improvements at the Steveston Park fastball diamond.

4.0 Advertising Fee Structure

4.1 The Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League proposes two advertising fee
structures for the purposes of this pilot project.  To maximize the use of available
space (ten outfield fence sections), and to encourage the participation of a
variety of corporate sponsors, the following fee structure is proposed in Table 1:

TABLE 1

One Fence Section Cost to Sponsor Half Fence Section Cost to Sponsor

Pilot Year $1000.00 Pilot Year $500.00
Year 2* $800.00 Year 2* $400.00
Year 3* $600.00 Year 3* $300.00
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*Depending on the success of the outfield signage corporate sponsorship initiative, and
approval for it's continuation, proposed successive year sponsorship figures have been included
to demonstrate opportunities for continued revenue generation.

5.0 Timeframe

5.1 The Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League will agree to erect the temporary
signage, after approval of sign content by the City of Richmond Corporate
Sponsorship Committee, for the period beginning no earlier than April 2000
ending October  2000 for the purposes of the pilot project.

Next Steps

If approved, this pilot sponsorship agreement when executed in good faith between the City and
the Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League could potentially generate a significant amount of
revenue for the future improvement(s) of the Steveston Park fastball diamond.  The benefit of
such improvements would be noticeable and at no cost to the City.  Another opportunity of this
type of sponsorship proposal is the option to pilot additional areas in successive years.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

There is no financial impact for the implementation of the proposed pilot project.  There is an
opportunity for a maximum revenue generation in the pilot year of $10,000.00 towards future
improvements of the Steveston Park fastball diamond including the construction of a new
backstop fence.

CONCLUSION

By working in continued partnership with the Richmond Senior Men's Fastball League, the City
can realise a source of revenue to improve existing amenities in the Steveston Park fastball
field.  If approved, staff will monitor the status of the pilot sponsorship initiative and report
recommendations for the future to Council in October 2000.

Michael Redpath Dave Semple
Manager, Parks Administration and Programs Director, Parks












