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CITY OF RICHMOND

REPORT TO COMMITTEE

TO: Community Services Committee DATE: April 11, 2000
FROM: Dave Semple

Director, Parks
FILE: 2325-20-019

RE: McLennan North Community Park

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

1. That Council receive the McLennan North Community Park report for information only; and

2. That Council direct staff to begin the public input process for this project.

Dave Semple
Director, Parks

FOR ORIGINATING DIVISION USE ONLY

CONCURRENCE OF GENERAL MANAGER
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STAFF REPORT

ORIGIN

The Official Community Plan identified a need for a community park within the City Centre area of
Richmond, and designated for the site a location within the neighbourhood of McLennan North (the
area bounded by Garden City Road to the west, Alberta Road to the north, No. 4 Road to the east,
and Granville Avenue to the south).  The purpose of this park is to enhance and reinforce City
Centre identity, and provide its residents with a broad range of recreational opportunities.  Size of
the park is 21.5 acres.  Anderson Elementary School lies directly east of the city park site, and A.
R. MacNeill  Secondary  School will be located on properties further east towards No. 4 Road.

The planning and design process for the site began in July 1998.  A Park Committee group
comprised of City of Richmond and School District # 38 (Richmond) staff was formed and a
consultant hired (Catherine Berris Associates Inc.) to prepare the conceptual design plan.  The
purpose of this report is to present for information the preliminary  concept plan for site
development and request approval to begin the public input process  for this project.

BACKGROUND

The Park Committee has met on a regular basis since the summer of 1998.  Work began by
constructing some exploratory trails within the site so an analysis could be conducted, as well as
some preliminary environmental and geotechnical investigations.

The site at this time is a mixture of various landscapes and uses.  Much of the area is still in a
forested state, primarily birch and pine, with understorey of ferns, spiraea, and salal.  Many
introduced tree and shrub species are also growing on site, a reflection of the garden styles of the
various single family residences that have now been acquired for park purposes.  Several remnant
blueberry fields also remain, now out of commercial production.  Blackberry has become a
common groundcover plant.  A marshy area, with some standing water, dominates much of the
western portion of the site.

The Committee then, through a series of workshops and site visits, focused on developing a vision
statement and objectives for the North McLennan Community Park.  Issues affecting environment
and park character and use were also discussed; a program was developed and design criteria
identified.  This phase of the Committee's work has been summarized in the attachment.

In general, a site of this size, with its existing landscape resources is rare, and presents to the City
an important opportunity to develop a park of lasting significance.  It has helped to focus the
Committee's vision statement for the North McLennan Community Park as follows:  "to develop a
highly accessible and visible community park which will enhance the community identity, serve the
active and passive recreational needs of McLennan North residents and City Centre users, and
promote the long-term environmental integrity of the site."  Such a site would take its place as one
of the "one of the jewels in a necklace of parks".
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ANALYSIS

The preliminary concept plan is attached for information.  In general, the park shall combine a
traditional park-like atmosphere (treed grassy areas) with a "natural" character (existing
vegetation).  It is distinguished by an interesting arrangement of spaces and a great variety of
experiences for park visitors.  Key features of the design include: 1) retaining as much as possible,
the unique vegetation with high habitat value, 2) integrating the frontage along Garden City Road to
provide views into the park and to act as a showcase which will draw people into the park, 3)
developing a hierarchy of pathways through all portions of the site, 4) developing a major water
feature on the west side of the park in a central position, and 5) locating the playground, waterplay
area, major picnic area, and parking close to each other in the north portion of the park.  This area
has suitable soils for these purposes, sufficient space, and a good vantage point over the pond
feature.  The pond will be linked to a greater system of water collection ponds, wetlands (including
fens), and streams.

Public Participation Process

Staff is recommending a public open house format to involve the community in the development of
this plan.  The appropriate maps, background information, photographs and concept plans would
be available (see attachment 1), and possibly a questionnaire to record public reaction.  The City
Centre Community Association  has been invited to co-host this open house session.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

Two order of magnitude budget estimates for the preliminary concept plan have been prepared.

CONCLUSION

The lands comprising McLennan North Community Park have the potential to be of great
community significance.  A preliminary concept plan has been prepared for site development.

Staff recommend that Council receive the park concept for information , and direct  staff to begin
the community input process for this project by co-hosting a public open house session with the
City Centre Community Association.

Clarence Sihoe
Park Planner

CS/mh



Attachment 1

0 MCLENNAN NORTH
COMMUNITY PARK

Introduction
O P E N  H O U S E
MCLENNAN  NORTH
COMMUNITY PARK PLAN
The City of Richmond, together with the City Centre Community Association, is
preparing a design plan for McLennan North Community Park. The purpose of the plan
is to ensure that the site is developed to best meet the needs of the residents it will
serve.

All residents of the City Centre are invited to drop in at an open house to view the
drawings and plans, and provide comments through a questionnaire that will be made
available to all interested people. The open house will take place at:

Time and Location of the Open House to be announced

City Centre Association members, City and School District staff will be on hand to
answer questions about the design plan. Please contact the City of Richmond
Parks Department at 244-1208 for more information.
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MCLENNAN  NORTH
COMMUNITY PARK

Context
“The Official Community Plan identified a need for a community park
within the City Centre area of Richmond, and designated for the site a
location within the neighbourhood of McLennan North (the area   
bounded by Garden City Road to the west, Alberta Road to the north,
No. 4 Road to the east, and Granville Avenue to the south.”

“The purpose of this park is to enhance City Centre identity, and
provide its residents with a broad range of recreational opportunities
in highly visible and accessible settings.”

“McLennan  North Community Park will takes its place as one of the
key parts of the City’s ‘green necklace’ around the Downtown district;
the others include Minoru and Brighouse Parks and the MOT site.”
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MCLENNAN NORTH
COMMUNITY PARK

Project Description

Vision:
The vision for North McLennan Community Park is as follows:

To develop a highly accessible and visible community park which will
enhance the community identity, serve the active and passive
recreational needs of McLennan North residents and City Centre users,
and promote the long-term environmental integrity of the site.

Objectives:
The following are objectives for the park:

. design a “jewel in a necklace of parks”

. provide a park which combines a traditional “park-like” atmosphere
(treed grassy areas) with a “nature park” character (natural
vegetation)

. protect environmentally sensitive resources such as important
vegetation; special habitats for birds and other wildlife; and heritage
and cultural resources

m provide opportunities for passive recreational use, interpretation and
education

. provide opportunities for active recreational use (e.g. children’s play,
tennis, basketball, badminton)

* provide access to the site including vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians
’ integrate the design with the school sites
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