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Right of Way Over Portion of 8911 Westminster Highway for BC Hydro
Undergrounding/Beautification on Westminster Highway Between No. 3 and Garden City
Road

Staff Recommendation

That Counc11 grant a nght of way in favour of BC Hydro over a portion of City-owned land at 8911
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Staff Report
Origin

The City-owned land at 8911 Westminster Highway (the north-west corner of Westminster Highway and
Garden City Road) is leased long term to the Canadian Mental Health Association. The site is developed with
a small apartment building providing affordable/assisted housing. The City requires a right of way over its
own land to accommodate hydro facilities for undergrounding hydro service along Westminster Highway
between No. 3 Road and Garden City Road.

Findings Of Fact

The City’s Engineering Planning section has applied for and been granted undergrounding/beautification
funding by BC Hydro for Westminster Highway between No. 3 Road and Garden City Road. This necessitates
the City acquiring four rights of way for BC Hydro from different sites to accommodate hydro transformers.
Three of the sites are on private property. One of the three is in the process of rezoning and the required right
of way will be secured through that application. The fourth site identified the City-owned land at 8911
Westminster Highway, where a transformer already exists in the landscaped area along the west property line
(fronting Arcadia Road). The new transformer will be placed alongside the existing transformer, and the
landscaping will be re-configured around it.

Analysis

The property at 8911 Westminster Highway is secured by long term land lease to the Canadian Mental Health
Association. The administration of that Association has been approached and is agreeable to consenting to the
right of way over the leased land.

Council approval is now required to grant the right of way to Hydro, as a disposition of land under the
Community Charter. The City is also required to advertise its intended disposition in the local media.

In order to secure the beautification grant for the portion of Westminster Highway from No. 3 Road to Garden
City Road, Hydro is required to show that the project has “commenced” by March 31, 2004. While final
approval on the other sites is still under negotiation, progress has been made and there appears to be
cooperation from the other property owners affected. It is anticipated that remaining rights of way will be
secured in the next month or so. The granting of the right of way on the City-owned property will constitute
sufficient “commencement” for Hydro’s grant purposes.

Financial Impact

The City will bear the cost of the right of way plan ($350.00 plus GST); registration of the right of way
document ($60.00); advertising in the local press (estimated at approximately $800.00); and minor landscape
work. These types of costs are accounted for in the City’s approved undergrounding/beautification project cost
share.

Conclusion

Council approval of the right of way granted in favour of BC Hydro, is required.
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