City of Richmond Report to Committee

To Planning- F<b.19(02

To: Planning Committee Date: Ja%uary 31,2602

From: Terry Crowe File: 0100-20-ACEN1-01
Manager, Policy Planning

Re: ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT (ACE) 2001 ANNUAL

REPORT AND 2002 WORK PROGRAM

Staff Recommendation

That Council approve the ACE 2002 work program subject to the City’s budget review process.

T ok

Terry Crowe
Manager, Policy Planning

Att.
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January 31, 2002 -2-

Staff Report
Origin

Pursuant to the Terms of Reference for Council’s Advisory Committee on the Environment
(ACE), this report provides:

e an annual report on the Committee’s activities for 2001, and;
e aproposed 2002 work program which is submitted for Council’s review and approval.

Findings Of Fact

Attached to this report is a covering memo from the ACE co-chairs for 2001 who have
highlighted the Committee’s work over the past year in fulfilling its advisory role and
responsibilities to Council (Attachment 1). Also attached is a summary table highlighting the
accomplishments of ACE as it undertook its 2001 work program which was approved by Council
in February 2001 (Attachment 2). The Committee’s Terms of Reference require that ACE’s
proposed work program for 2002 be reviewed and approved by Council subject to the City’s
2002 budget process (Attachment 3).

Financial Impact

For 2001:
ACE undertook its 2001 work program within its budget allocation for the year:
e $30,000.00 for an update of the City’s State of the Environment Report (SOE) which
will be presented to Council in spring 2002.
e $2,500.00 for ongoing committee operations and administration

For 2002:
The City’s proposed 2002 Budget provides financial resources in the amount of $2,500 to
support ACE’s ongoing operation and administration.

Conclusion

ACE continues to provide a valuable advisory role to both Council and staff. The Committee’s
work program and activities continue to support the City’s environmental management policy
and program goals and objectives. The City has benefited greatly from the many hours of
volunteer commitment, dedication and effort of ACE’s members who share a wide range of
professional, technical and community expertise and interest in environmental issues. Staff
recommend that Council approve the 2002 ACE Work Program and give favourable
consideration to the proposed 2002 budget.
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ATTACHMENT 1

Memorandum

To: Richmond City Council
From: Advisory Committee on the Environment (ACE)
Date: 01/31/02

Re: ACE Progress Report Year 2001 / Work Program 2002

ACE Progress Report — Year 2001

Attached please find our progress report on work undertaken this past year. We are deeply grateful to
Rob Innes, Margot Daykin, and other members of staff for their professional efforts and personal interest
throughout the year that has made much of this work possible.

The most significant item completed is the update to Richmond’s Status on the Environment Report
(SOE). We hope that Council may take its findings into consideration in their overall planning for
Richmond, and in any revisions to the Overall Community Plan (OCP).

The other item of most interest to ACE members is Shady Island (Steveston Island), and our hopes that
Richmond may acquire all or parts of that Island by Free Crown Grant for Municipal Park. This would
do much to protect the important fish and bird habitat on the Island for future generations.

ACE Work Program - Year 2002

We are pleased to offer our proposed Work Program for 2002, which has been developed by our
Committee as a whole, and in consultation with staff. We look forward to being able to provide Council
with comments and advice on these and any other environmental issues which may arise.

Priorities. In addition to work towards protection of Shady Island, we want to give priority to analysis of
results of the last SOE update. The trends detailed therein may be extrapolated to 2004 and 2007 to
obtain a picture of what Richmond’s environment will be like (good and bad) if present environmental
and other practices are continued. We hope this will provide Council with ideas for strategic
interventions to maintain and/or increase Richmond’s livability, and perhaps save money.

A significant difference between the Program for 2001 and that put forward for 2002 is the increased
focus on task value and deliverables. We have an excellent team on the committee this year with a wide
variety of technical and scientific skills, along with detailed knowledge of the environmental needs in our
community.

Sincerely,
Dr. Adrian Wade Eric Sykes
Co-Chair 2001 Co-Chair 2001 and 2002
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